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Strathewen Connect
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Spring has sprung in the valley. The early frosts are reaping havoc on plants, the
days are warmer, Wattle is in bloom and new life adorns the fields! In this edition,
learn about what's coming up in events and activities from SWAG, read about the
Winter highlights. and learn more about how The Strathewen Bushfire Company
continues to support our wonderful community.

INDIVIDUAL HARDSHIP GRANTS
REMINDER: Individual Hardship Grants are available through The Trust (SBRC) for
counselling and support to all those impacted by the Black Saturday Bushfires. You can
download an application form on the website http://www.strathewen.com.au/bushfirerelief-trust/grants-for-individuals/ or you can talk to a local GP at Hurstbridge Medical
Centre to make confidential arrangements to support your mental health and access funds
from The Trust.
Coming up to the ten year commemoration, it's important to look out for friends, family and
neighbours. Trauma can present in many ways. Confusion, difficulty concentrating, anger,
irritability, mood swings, anxiety and fear, guilt, shame, self-blame, withdrawing from
others, feeling sad or hopeless or feeling disconnected or numb. If you or anyone you know
is experiencing any symptoms that concern you, please let them know that support is
available and to seek assistance from a GP. Alternatively, you can talk to Beyond Blue 1300
22 4636, Lifeline 131114 or Men's Line 1300 789 978.
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News from SWAG
Musical Theatre Outing
In June, a happy group of Strathewen community
members went to an evening performance of
Beautiful: the Carole King Musical at Her Majesty’s
Theatre in Melbourne. Many of us travelled
together through carpooling, some shared a drink
before hand and a couple of residents made a full
day of city activity before the show. Everyone
enjoyed the high quality music and acting and
there was no shortage of recognisable songs to
hum along with. It was a fabulous show!

Community Dinners

We recently had a Soup Night that was well
attended. There were six delicious soups to
choose from on the night. These soups were
appreciated and hit the spot on a very cold winter’s
night. Thanks to Mary, Agnes, Diana and Debbie
Jenkinson who made soup for the August
Community Dinner.
BBQ Community Dinners will start back at the
Pavilion in October.

YOGA Fusion with Karina
Yoga sessions continue to be held at the hall on Tuesday
evenings 7pm-8pm. Remember that these sessions stop
during the school holidays. With the weather warming up we
hope to see more of you there. In Term 4 the first Yoga
session will be on Tuesday 9th October.

Disney On Ice
Strathewen families and friends were
treated to a wonderful afternoon when they
travelled to Melbourne, to take in the magic
of Disney on Ice, celebrating 100 Years of
the Disney characters who performed
brilliantly to a full house of excited and
delighted children not to mention the mums
and dads and grandparents. In this ice
skating spectacular Mouse-ter of
Ceremonies Mickey Mouse leads a parade
of characters including Minnie Mouse,
Donald Duck, Goofy and an ensemble your
favourite Disney characters, the stories are
brought to life with the artistry of ice skating
to create an unforgettable family
experience with Disney’s Frozen, we were
dazzled by the magic of
Disney’s princesses Anna and Elsa, with
Hans, Olaf and a host of others. Beauty
and the Beast, Toy Story all brought to life
with the artistry of ice skating to create an
unforgettable family experience

Our thanks to the Strathewen Wellness and Activities Group for organizing these
events together with The Strathewen Bushfire Relief Trust for their funding.
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What's Coming Up?
POT LUCK COMMUNITY DINNER
We will be holding a Pot Luck Dinner for our
Friday 21st September Community Dinner.
So this time around we will need your help.
We are asking families to bring along
something to share for main course on the
night. SWAG will organise dessert and soft
drinks. BYO alcohol. Watch out for the email
regarding this dinner.

BANGARA DANCE THEATRE

An excursion to the Bangarra Dance Theatre
– Dark Emu production has been organised
for a group of 10 from the Strathewen
Community on Saturday 15th September.
This indigenous dance troupe is highly
recognised for their excellent story telling
through dance. We look forward to hearing
feedback from those who attend.

HEALESVILLE SANCTUARY VISIT
Each school holidays we try to organise an
activity that will assist parents and be of
interest to kids. SWAG has purchased 30
adult tickets to the Healesville Sanctuary for
Sunday 30th September. Note that children
{4 - 15} are free on weekends and holidays.
Contact Mary Avola 0408 380 461 with
name and no of tickets.

BARN DANCE
This will be held at the Strathewen Hall from
7.30pm till late on Saturday 24th November.
Come with the family and dance the night
away. We hope this night will be full of fun.
There will be live folk music and a caller on
the night to help you along with the dancing.
Watch out for more details through
Strathewen Connect in a few weeks time.

PUDDINGS
Yes where has the year gone?
SWAG is preparing for Xmas
already. Get your calendar out
and mark the pudding making
dates. Again two nights will be
available for you to choose from,
Tuesday 27th and Wednesday
28th November.

STRATHEWEN XMAS
COMMUNITY DINNER
This year our Xmas Community
Dinner will be held at the Pavilion
on Friday 7th December. Save the
date

FACEBOOK/STRATHEWENCONNECT
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THE ARTS AND CRAFT GROUP
During the month of August oil painting classes were held under the guiding hand of professional artist
Lisa Nolan. The group focussed on painting a red cyclamen flower which set a challenge and created
some consternation as each week some flowers had dropped away and other new buds had emerged. In
the end the group came away with some beautiful paintings. Agnes will be pleased to hear that the
cyclamen is still flowering if she would like to do a new edition of the artwork.
Painting classes will resume on the 4 Saturday mornings in October. This time Lisa Nolan will
show the group how to use oil paint to depict transparent glass objects. Please contact Barbara
Joyce to confirm your place 0435027780
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The Landcare Dinner was again a great success, with a real feeling of
friendship and high spirits permeating the night. Once again we wish to
thank the Strathewen Bushfire Relief Trust for funding this valuable
community evening.
At the dinner we were privileged to be addressed by Lindy Lumsden. Lindy leads a team
which conducts applied research on threatened and introduced vertebrate fauna at The Arthur
Rylah Institute for Environmental Research. Lindy is internationally recognized as an expert on
the ecology and conservation of insectivorous bats and this subject form the basis of her
address.

In sharing her passion for bats, Lindy engendered great interest in these animals, and she
stayed late into the evening answering landowner’s questions.
We learnt that all bats in our area are native and highly beneficial. There are at least twelve
species to be found in the Strathewen area. Most bats found in Strathewen would be
roosting in old tree hollows.
Further information can be accessed from the SLG website:
www.strathewenlandcare.org.au or from www.ausbats.org.au
Whilst the adults engaged with Lindy Lumsden the children were being entertained by
Brandon from Wildlife Xposure, who came equipped with many native animals.
The children were captivated by the array of animals, the personable presentation given by
Brandon and the opportunity to handle all of the animals. A great experience for all!
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After 25 years of supporting Strathewen land owners, Strathewen Landcare Group has
established a membership category of Life Membership to recognise the significant contribution
made by individuals to the purpose and success of the Group. The presentation of these
awards was celebrated at the dinner. The three inaugural recipients are: Bronwyn South, Eric
South and Ron Bailey. Bronwyn and Eric were presented with their awards at the dinner but
unfortunately Ron Bailey, was unable to attend at the last moment, due to illness at his
retirement village. Ron was later presented with his award, at his retirement home, by members
and past neighbours, Ross Cardile and Russell Maughan.

SLG has applied for, and received a number of grants from Port Phillip and Westernport
Catchment Management Authority, Nillumbik Shire and the SBRT to assist members to
manage their properties. We have received many expressions of interest for the weed
mapping and spraying programs and will shortly be meeting to identify those properties that
will participate in the initial stage.
We have also recently received news of another successful submission which will enable SLG
to participate in seed collection and plant outs of the threatened Round Leaf Pomaderris
under the Conservation Futures Nillumbik Landcare Network program. This venture will be
undertaken over the next two years with assistance from Meg Cullen.
It promises to be a very busy run to the end of the year for Strathewen Landcare Group
and we look forward to assisting landowners to continue their stewardship of the beautiful
Strathewen environment.
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Strathewen Primary School
Strathewen Recreation Reserve Association
Commemoration Group
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Register A Burn Off Ph: 1800 668 511
Beyond Blue Ph: 1300 224 636
Hurstbridge Medical Centre Ph: 9718 2611

Help for Wildlife Ph:0477555611
Nillumbik After Hours Ranger Ph: 9483 8895
Niillumbik Council: Ph: 9433 3111
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