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As we approach the 10th anniversary of the February 2009 bushfires, members of the 
Strathewen community may benefit from obtaining medical and counselling support in 
dealing with rekindled emotions and feelings. 

While individuals or families can approach the Trust for support in meeting the costs of 
medical and counselling support for bushfire-related health issues, for some the desire for 
medical confidentiality represents a barrier to approaching the Trust directly. 

To overcome this barrier, the Trust has established an arrangement with Hurstbridge & 
Districts Medical Centre, 1022 Heidelberg-Kinglake Rd, for Strathewen community members
to seek assistance in dealing with bushfire-related health issues from the doctors at the 
practice, which may include referral for a programme of counselling, with the Medicare gap 
cost for medical consultation and counselling services to be met by the Trust. The 
administration of the scheme is intended to maximise medical confidentiality. 

Community members who wish to take advantage of this arrangement should make an 
appointment with the Hurstbridge & Districts Medical Centre, and when making the 
appointment state that they want to be registered with practice manager Heather Fisher as 
a Strathewen community member seeking to access the Trust scheme. 

The Trust wishes to respect individual medical confidentiality, and is not seeking any access 
to medical-confidential documentation. The Trust will receive a report from the Hurstbridge 
& Districts Medical Centre periodically as to how many people have accessed the scheme 
(names excised), the expenditure incurred, and estimated future expenditure commitments 
made for referrals and follow-ups. The Trust can then, in the light of the utilisation of the 
scheme, review the total funds committed. 

The Hurstbridge & Districts Medical Centre will maintain a list of those obtaining access to 
the Trust scheme, without any reference to the treatment sought, so that a designated 
member of the Trust Board can confirm from time to time that the listed beneficiaries are 
Strathewen community members.  

Past residents who no longer live in the local area can access medical and counselling 
support via Individual Hardship Grants. Read more at strathewen.com.au 

Strathewen Connect
Medical and Counselling Support - A New Arrangement
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Thanks to all those who

turned out to see

RUCKUS perform at the

hall on March 24th. A

fantastic boot-scootin'

time was had by all. The

Music Events Group

appreciate residents

attending and having a

good time. 

 SAVE THE DATE: Sat

18th August for next

music event...

Curry Night saw a great

turn out on May 25th as

did Pizza Night on June

29th. It's always a great

opportunity to catch up

neighbours and enjoy

some great food and

company.  

Big thanks to Diana,

Mary, Agnes and rest of

the SWAG crew for

volunteering their time,

organising and setting

up for the evening.   

Yoga classes with with

Karina will continue after

the school holidays at the

Hall. Yoga begins at 7pm

every Tuesday throughout

the term. Yoga is a great

way to reduce stress,

increase strength and

improve balance. New

people always welcome.

For enquires, contact

Karina or

connect@strathewen. 

S T R A T H E W E N . C O M . A U  

RUCKUS Community Dinner Yoga

VOLUNTEERS: The last week of May was National Volunteers Week. How 
fortunate we are in Strathewen that people volunteer their own time to benefit 

our community! This altruism makes for a very special, vibrant, social and 
connected place to live. There are various ways to contribute, especially for new 
residents who want to get to know their community; The Peter Avola Memorial 
Pavilion Committee, Hall Committee, Landcare, CFA, SBRC Board of Directors, 

SWAG, Art and Craft Group and Music Events Group all rely on volunteers. 
 Email connect@strathewen to enquire and get involved!
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S T R A T H E W E N  P R I M A R Y  S C H O O L

Decades later, when our little school was destroyed
by bushfire in February 2009, the community of
Villers Bretonneux got together and fundraised to
help us with the rebuilding of our school.  Their
funds paid for our outdoor chess courtyard and our
cricket nets.  Since 2009 we’ve kept in touch with
our friends in France and have formed lots of great
friendships.  Families from our school, past students
and community members have visited Villers
Bretonneux and we have hosted French visitors
here at our school.  We’re proud of our friendship. 

S T R A T H E W E N , C O M . A U  

Our Sydney Trip
It was a great surprise when we received a formal invitation for two student leaders to
attend a special WWI Commemorative Event in Sydney.  The invitation came from the
office of the French Ambassador to Australia.  Since the 2009 Black Saturday bushfires,
our school, Strathewen Primary School, has shared a special friendship with the
community of Villers Bretonneux and the Victoria School in France.  Our connection is the
more recent part of a story that began after WWI.  During the war, the whole village of
Villers Bretonneux was devastated by bombing and battles and the little school there was
destroyed.  Soldiers from Victoria, in Australia, decided to fundraise and get school
students back here to donate a penny each to rebuild the school.  The school was rebuilt.
 The French community were so grateful for the help and made a promise never to forget
Australia. 

When the invitation arrived, we were the student leaders selected to travel to Sydney.  At 1:30
pm on a Tuesday, our teachers Ms. Hayward, Mrs Philips, left school with us and headed to
the airport.  We checked in our under luggage and went through to catch a 4:30 flight. 

We arrived in Sydney at about 5:30 and got a cab to the hotel we’d booked.  Our hotel was a
beautiful, old fashioned place, right in the heart of Sydney.  It turns out it was once the tallest
hotel in Sydney.  When we’d settled in, we went wandering around and went to find a place to
eat dinner.
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We woke up early next morning and went to the café next to our hotel for breakfast. Once we were
done, we headed to Hyde Park for the ceremony.  The event had an early start.  When we arrived we
had to show our invitations and photo identification before we could pass through security check
points.  We felt like VIPs.  Everyone seemed to know who we were and staff from the Ambassador’s
office looked after us.  When the ceremony started there were introductions and welcomes, then
there were a couple of speeches.  Some students from France spoke, then a group from a French-
Australian school in Canberra.  They told stories and read letters written by diggers who fought in
France 100 years ago.   Prime Minister Malcom Turnbull spoke, and last, but not least, Emmanuel
Macron, the French President, made his speech and presented the French Legion of Honour to three
very senior Australian servicemen.  We realized that the ceremony was kept a secret when we found
that most of the locals didn’t even know it was happening.   

The little group of travelers from our school had the privilege of being able to meet, chat and shake
hands with the French President Emmanuel Macron, the Prime Minister of Australia, Malcolm
Turnbull, the French Ambassador, Christophe Pinot, the Premier of NSW, Gladys Berejiklian and lots
of elderly diggers and others.  It was an amazing experience and a real honour to be there.  The
French Ambassador to Australia told us he’s planning to visit our school during his time in Australia.
 We would like to thank the Strathewen Bushfire Relief Company for their very generous support in
helping us get to Sydney at such short notice! 
After the ceremony we walked to St Mary’s Cathedral and had a drink there.  We walked to the
harbour and saw the Opera House and the Sydney Harbour Bridge.  We walked everywhere
checking out the sights.  We did about 7km.  When it was time, we walked back to our hotel, picked
up our luggage, grabbed a cab to the airport and headed home. We arrived back just on sunset after
a great trip.  We go to a very small school, but we have some terrific adventures. 

Matilda Seckold and Connor Brereton 
Grade 6 – Strathewen Primary School 
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Landcare Community Dinner

The time is fast approaching for the Annual Strathewen Landcare Community Dinner.  It
is to be held on Friday July 27th from 6pm to 8.30pm.  
We have engaged new caterers this year who will be arranging a beautiful two course
meal of delectable foods for your enjoyment. The meal will commence at 6.30 PM and
be followed by our guest speaker and entertainment for the children. 
A fascinating speaker has been engaged to address the adults following first course.
Lindy Lumsden leads a team which conducts applied research on threatened and
introduced vertebrate fauna at The Arthur Rylah Institute for Environmental Research.
Lindy is internationally recognized as an expert on the ecology and conservation of
insectivorous bats and she will share her knowledge with us on the night. Lindy is
bringing along some bats for our interest.  She comes highly recommended by last
year’s speaker Dan Hartley. 

Whilst the adults spend time with Lindy, the children will be entertained and educated by
Barton, from Wildlife Xposure. His presentation will focus on native animals, some of
which may include a sugar glider possum, parrots, lizards, a tame dingo, frogs, turtles,
python and crocodile. 

As always there is no cost for this event and we would once again like to acknowledge
the financial support of the Strathewen Bushfire Relief Trust. The evening will be held at
the Strathewen Community Hall for all members of Strathewen Community. There will be
a number of Landcare resources, including grant opportunities, available for your
information. 

Bookings are essential to plan catering and seating requirements.  Bookings are
required before Friday 20th July. Please include numbers of adults/children/dietary
requirements                                                              

Contact Carol: 0400 308 048 or email
enquiries@strathewenlandcare.org.au  to book your families place

for this excellent community event.
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SWAG - Strathewen Wellness and Activities Group

Since the last newsletter we had to
cancel our April Community Dinner as
we couldn’t use the Pavilion or the Hall
due to some unforeseen
circumstances. Still there were plenty
of people turn up to our May Curry
Night and the recent June Pizza Night
which resumed at the hall. It is good to
see lots of faces as it always makes for
a great social night. Everyone seemed
to go away with a smile and full
tummies. 

Yoga Fusion sessions with Karina
Chapman continue on Tuesday
evenings 7pm -8pm at the Strathewen
Hall. It’s a great way to stretch and
build body strength. There is always an
enjoyable and relaxing meditation time
to end the session.  Karina has
recently applied to have Yoga funded
for the next 12 months so you can
expect these sessions to continue in
2019.  

Coming up is the Strathewen excursion
to the Beautiful – the Carole King
Musical on Fri 29th June 7.30pm at
Her Majesty’s Theatre. Cost is $35 for
participants. As you would be aware
this is offered at a great price for a live
theatre performance. We are grateful
to the Bushfire Relief Trust that
covered $100 of a regular ticket
through a community grant. 

Disney on Ice is on offer to families to
enjoy over the school holidays. It’s been
two years since our last visit to Disney

on Ice and fifty tickets have been
purchased for a performance on Sunday

8th July, 1.30pm at Hisense Arena.
Tickets are available at no cost.  As this
is the 100 years of Magic Tour all your
favourite Disney characters should be

there. Get together with neighbours and
maybe organise to travel together or
have lunch prior to the performance.
Contact Mary Avola 0408 380 461. 

SWAG has meetings once a month
and we will be planning again for the
coming months. If you have ideas for
activities to do with better health or

anything that will bring our
community closer, feel free to contact
these members Diana, Mary, Barbara,

Agnes, Kathy or Karina C.. 
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Arts & Crafts Group
The Art and Craft Room has been rather
quiet recently so we have been
concentrating on restoring our
Community's colourful letterboxes.  We
are about three quarters of the way
through the project and if your box has
yet to be collected, this will be
happening in the not too distant future.
 Marion and I plan to have all the boxes
repaired, sealed and looking brand new
by the end of this year! 

 Following the success of the second portrait painting workshop, there are plans to hold more
oil painting classes in July - see final page for details. The Art and Craft Room at the Hall is
open every Monday afternoon, except for public holidays.  Everyone is welcome to bring
something they are working on, try something new or just come along for a chat.  Our
cupboards are stocked with wool, felt, paints, and many other craft materials.  

If any community members have any suggestions they would like to make for art and
craft activities (not necessarily on a Monday afternoon) please contact Kathy Brown on
0407 510 411. 

Strathewen Primary Bushfire Education Program 

We recently held a demonstration on kitchen fires, fire blankets and the use of fire
extinguishers for the kids.  Thank you to Warren Rees for organising and demonstrating
these important skills. This week we had the excursion to Kinglake National Park with
the kids being transported by Tanker. We were lucky to have Park Ranger Tony
Fitzgerald talk to us about the park along with Jamie McKenzie from CFA leading the
fire behaviour discussion. Thanks to neighbouring brigades for lending us their Tankers.
Thanks to our drivers Andrew Alford, Tony Tulipano, Darren Bradshaw and Sue Apted.
This year’s project is creating a Claymation movie. The brigade thanks Lisal O’Brien for
the huge commitment she invests in running this program. Her attention to detail is
amazing and the benefits to the children and their community are far reaching.  

CFA
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The first six months of 2018 have certainly been eventful. SRRA has applied for and been
accredited with charitable status, Strathewen Cricket Club enjoyed a successful 2017/18
season and the Peter Avola Memorial Pavilion received some unwelcome attention from
burglars.  
After its First XI won the North Metro Cricket Association’s Kelly Shield in 2017, Strathewen
Cricket Club followed up with another grand final appearance in March this year. Despite club
Vice President Glen Jenkins scoring an impressive 59 runs, the team finished runners-up to
Preston. Congratulations to the Strathewen CC on making the grand final for a second
consecutive season. 
A very welcome refurbishment came in February when Nillumbik Council replaced the
pavilion’s carpet. This upgrade came just in time for the ninth Black Saturday commemoration
held at the venue and adjoining memorials.  
Unfortunately, over the Easter period, the Peter Avola Memorial Pavilion was broken into and
well-organised thieves stole the entire battery system providing power to the pavilion. An
attempt was made to steal the generator and solar panels during the burglary as well. Victoria
Police investigated the incident and enquiries remain ongoing. Nillumbik Council is currently in
the process of the reinstating the system so the pavilion is still without power. It is hoped that
works will be completed soon. Tuesday’s yoga group has had to operate at the Hall for the
time being but we anticipate its return upon reconnection of power.  
The burglary prompted a review of security at the pavilion and new locks were installed.
Please note that a key will no longer be kept on site and all entities requiring use of the
pavilion will need to make a booking. A key will be made available to patrons prior to the time
of their booking.  
After many months of liaising with the Australian Charities and Not-for-profits Commission,
SRRA has secured registration as a charity. This will enable the association to work in
conjunction with Strathewen Public Hall and Strathewen Bushfire Relief Company to advance
the health and welfare of our community. 
The Strathewen Recreation Reserve Association has been an Incorporated Association since
2011, and meets on a Tuesday evening 4 or 5 times per year to oversee the organisation and
management of the recreation reserve. We welcome new members to help us manage the
facility on behalf of the Strathewen community. If you wish to join the committee or hire the
pavilion, please contact me on the details below. 

Phil Byrne 
Secretary 
0412742987 
byrne.phillip.p@edumail.vic.gov.au or strathewenrra@gmail.com 

Strathewen Recreation Reserve Association
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When:  Sunday 8th July  
Where: Hisense Arena  
Time:   1.30pm show. 

If you wish to go contact Mary Avola 0408 380 461 with the following information (Name,
Phone Number, No of Adult and CHildren's Tix) 
Some limits may apply. Note: Children under two years do not require a ticket if they sit on
your lap. You will be contacted for the distribution of tickets. 

The Strathewen Wellbeing and Activities
Group has purchased tickets to Disney
on Ice celebrating 100 years of Magic for
Strathewen Community members. Many
thanks to the Bushfire Relief Trust for
funding this activity. 

Four two hour portrait painting
sessions were held in the Art
room at the Hall. Barbara
Hauser, a successful
professional artist from Europe,
conducted the portrait painting
classes. Acrylic paint was used
and each participant was asked
to bring a colour photograph and
an enlarged black and white
copy of the portrait they were
going to undertake. Some
participants finished off work
they had begun at previous
painting classes with Barbara.
Some very good likenesses
could be seen both in photos
and also with artist self-
portraits.  

Portrait Painting with Barbara Hauser
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Commemoration Working Group 

Black Saturday 10 year Commemoration, February 2019 
Planning is continuing for the commemoration of the impact of Black Saturday on Strathewen, our
recovery, and our journey over the past 10 years.  It is hoped that all Strathewen residents will come
together to share in events and activities. 

Commemoration event 
A Commemoration and Remembrance event is being planned for the evening of Thursday 7th February.
 This will take place at Strathewen Recreation Reserve and at our Community  
Bushfire Memorial.  

We hope that all residents of Strathewen, old and new, will take part in this special event.  We would also
like to extend an invitation to all people who contributed to the recovery of our community or in some way
feel connected to Strathewen.  If you know of any such people, please mention this to them.  Formal
invitations will be distributed later in the year.  

Commemoration Book 
We are hoping to produce a book which commemorates Strathewen over the past 10 years.  It is
intended to be a simple, beautiful book with images and text, and be presented as a gift to our community
and those who contributed to our recovery.  

Memorial Signage 
A project to install directional signage to our bushfire memorial has been completed.  The beautiful signs
were designed and fabricated by members of the Blacksmiths Association.  Thanks go to Nillumbik Shire
Council for supporting this initiative, to the Strathewen Bushfire Relief Trust for funding, and to Barbara
Joyce and Steve Pascoe for initiating and coordinating the project.  

Another project is underway to design and install interpretive signage at the memorial.  This signage is
intended to provide visitors with an understanding of the design and meaning of the memorial.   

Refurbishment of the memorials precinct 
Meetings have been held with Nillumbik Shire Council to discuss improvements and refurbishment of our
Bushfire Memorial.  This will include reconstruction of gravel paths, replanting within and around the
memorial, repair and oiling of timber seats, and reshaping of the memorial surrounds.  Our thanks again
go to NSC for their willing support. 

Looking after ourselves 
Experience of past disasters suggests that anniversaries can rekindle emotions and feelings associated
with those events.  We encourage anyone who is experiencing difficulties in the lead up to and after the
10th anniversary to contact their health provider or support services.The arrangements with the
Hurstbridge Medical Centre described in the first article of this newsletter are designed to provide
opportunities for past and present Strathewen residents who need support during this time. 
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Register A Burn Off Ph: 1800 668 511 
Beyond Blue Ph: 1300 224 636 
Hurstbridge Medical Centre Ph: 9718 2611 

Help for Wildlife Ph:0477555611 
Nillumbik After Hours Ranger Ph: 9483 8895 
Niillumbik Council: Ph: 9433 3111

Useful numbers:


