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THE ART & CRAFT SOCIAL GROUP
The Art & Craft Social Group have hosted a number of workshops over the past few months and an 
excursion to the Van Gogh exhibition at Melbourne’s NGV. 
On June 3, 10 and 17 professional artist Lisa Nolan conducted some Landscape Oil Painting 
workshops. Attendees chose a position outside at the Community Hall for their subject. 
Local artist Rosemary McKimmie also conducted a series of watercolour painting sessions
throughout July and August at which attendees were taught to use watercolour medium to paint still 
life flowers. The Letterbox Preservation Project is still underway. Many letterboxes have been tended 
to with many more on the list to be done. It’s a long process with each letterbox needing a different 
level of TLC and restorative procedures. They are looking great!
Spring is jam-packed full of Art & Craft activities. Check out the calendar and the Upcoming Events 
page at strathewen.com.au. 

More pictures at www.strathewen.com.au.

A look back at winter



strathewen landcare
The Strathewen Landcare Dinner held in late July was again well attended by Strathewen Residents. 
It offered an opportunity for neighbours and friends to socialize over a lovely meal and to listen to an 
engaging speaker, Dan Harley from Zoos Victoria.
Dan boasts an impressive record. He conducted PhD research on the ecology and conservation 
requirements of the lowland population of Leadbeater’s Possum at Yellingbo Nature Conservation 
Reserve, and has led population monitoring at this site since 1995. Since 2003, Dan has also led field 
monitoring programs at several locations for highland populations of Leadbeater’s Possum, exam-
ining distribution and abundance, nest box colonization rates, the effectiveness of camera traps, fire 
impacts, and post-fire recolonization. 
Dan has worked for Zoos Victoria since 2010, and his role includes identifying which species require 
captive-breeding programs, developing the priorities and strategic objectives for threatened species 
recovery programs, ensuring the captive-breeding programs are strongly linked with in situ recov-
ery measures, and improving the effectiveness of captive-breeding and release programs. This work 
includes the identification of future release sites for Helmeted Honeyeaters and lowland Leadbeater’s 
Possums.  He is currently a member of five threatened species recovery teams in Victoria.
Dan’s presentation covered many of the aspects of his work and clearly indicated the massive task 
required in the recovery of threatened species, in particular the Leadbeater Possum. He was extreme-
ly well received by an appreciative audience. When talking to Dan after the presentation, he was most 
enthusiastic and felt that the highlight of his evening was listening to the many stories of local fauna 
related to him by Strathewen residents. He expressed the opinion that Strathewen is an environmen-
tally rich area that is lucky to have residents, both old and new, so evidently connected to, and willing 
to care for the land. He hopes to return and talk to us at a later date.
Whilst the adults were engrossed, the children were well entertained by magician Serge from Bal-
loonaversal. Much fun was had by all and at the conclusion of the evening they all emerged clasping 
the most ornate balloon creations. We were indebted to him for performing beyond his schedule to 
allow for Dan’s extended talk.
Once again Strathewen Landcare Group would like to express its appreciation to Strathewen Bushfire 
Relief Trust for providing the funds to cover the cost of the event.



THE PHASCOGALE LOUNGE
On Saturday June 24th 2017, The Phascogale Lounge played its inaugural live music event. The 
Strathewen Hall was host to The Phascogale Lounge and was transformed into a lounge with soft 
lighting and plush furniture. Strathewen residents were treated to an evening of acoustic music 
played by Maple Duo. Consisting of lush acoustic guitar, a blend of vocal harmonies, grooving per-
cussion and a loop pedal, Maple Duo performed a range of covers ranging from Ed Sheeran to Roy 
Orbison – a playlist everyone grooved along to. The crowd was treated to hot and cold finger food 
and an impromptu encore performance by local musicians Wes Stetcher and Phil Byrne. Singing and 
dancing went on long into the night. Community feedback was very supportive with enthusiasm 
shown for more music events in the future. 
More are being planned so stay tuned for further info. Those who weren’t able to come - we hope you 
can attend the next one! See more pictures at www.strathewen.com.au.

strathewen primary school
Our Strathewen Fire Education Partnership Project for 2016, 
has been shortlisted in the 2017 Resilient Australia Awards 
for Victoria. Our partnership project, funded through the
Strathewen Bushfire Relief Trust and the FRRR, has seen our 
grade 5 and 6 student group working with both our local 
CFA members and a host of outside experts, looking at the 
implications of living in an area of high fire risk. 
Originally developed under the CFA’s Survive and Thrive 
pilot program, our partnership has been a great success.  
Students have worked to share their safety messages with 
other schools and
communities.  The 2016 program culminated with the 
school based and wider community presentation evenings 
and the launch of the students’ 
Claymation movie  - “If You Care, Stay Aware, Be Prepared - 
a message from Gem Gem”.  
On the first Tuesday of the school holidays, Lisal O’Brien 
and I will be heading into Collins Street, along with the cur-
rent grade 6 student group, to
attend the awards ceremony. 
To have our great project recognised and make it through 
to the shortlist is fantastic and we have some very excited 
young people.  Thanks to Lisal’s negotiation skills, we’re 
delighted to have been granted permission for our
students to attend the event.



strathewen recreation reserve association
The Strathewen Recreation Reserve Association will be holding it’s AGM on Tuesday 28 November 
2017 at 7.00pm at the Peter Avola Memorial Pavilion. We encourage any community members at 
attend, and welcome new members to help us manage the facility on behalf of the Strathewen 
community. SRRA has been an Incorporated Association since 2011, and meets on a Tuesday
evening, 4 or 5 times per year to oversee the organisation and management of the recreation reserve.
We would like to wish the tennis and cricket clubs all the best for the forthcoming season and hope 
the cricket club can follow on from it’s successes in the previous season.
SRRA has been busy securing further funding for the fire safety upgrades to the pavilion and work 
will be commencing shortly to install a permanent water supply to the reserve for fire fighting
purposes.
Hopefully the warmer weather will see more visitors to the reserve, whether they be members of the 
tennis club having a hit on the courts, people having a stroll around around the beautiful memorial 
garden and blacksmith’s tree, or local residents coming down to support our local cricket team.

cfa
Fire Extinguisher Familiarisation Night
On Wednesday 6th September the Arthurs Creek Strathewen Fire Brigade ran a fire extinguisher and 
fire blanket familiarisation session at the Strathewen fire station.
Participants included Strathewen residents and members of the Strathewen P.S. staff.
Warren Rees showed the group the various types of extinguishers available, what to look for and the 
correct types to use on various fires that may occur. 
Warren and Lisal O’Brien then set up fires inside and outside the CFA shed for participants to
practise their extinguisher skills. 
After getting into protective fire gear everyone had a turn of using an extinguisher and a fire blanket 
to put out a wood, paper or rubbish fire and specifically a kitchen pot where the oil had caught on 
fire.  Participants had opportunities to untag, pull the pin and aim an extinguisher toward the base 
of the fire. There was also a chance to see how long a large extinguisher and a small kitchen type one 
would run until it was fully expired. The group found this really useful as most people had never 
used an extinguisher before.
When using a fire blanket people were shown how to use it in a way to protect their hands and face 
when approaching and putting out a cooking fire.  The extreme danger of applying water to an oil fire 
was highlighted to the group. Many thanks to Warren and Lisal for their time and effort in preparing 
and providing an interesting and informative session for the Strathewen community.



SWAG
To assist the community with health information SWAG organised for Mark from KMR Safety First to pro-
vide a session on defibrillator use at our last August Community Soup Night. The session included reference 
to CPR method. As the cold weather seemed to keep many away we thought some key points from the night 
might be useful.
• After checking for breathing and calling 000 for an ambulance and help.
• When calling 000 try to stay calm, listen carefully to the questions and be ready with an exact address.
• CPR - if the patient is not breathing.
• Get any clothing out of the way. Shears are in the defibrillator kit.
• Correct hand position for CPR is 2 finger widths from the bottom of the sternum OR on a male at the 

nipple line or for females a guide is the front mid point where the bra joins together. Move bra out of the 
way as it will cut into the patient during CPR.

• Use the palm of the hand for compressions. Either use one palm down with other hand holding the wrist 
or one palm down with the other hand on top with fingers interlocked.

• Keep arms straight for compressions.
• Perform 30 compressions per 2 breaths. If you can’t do breaths, continue chest compressions.                      

2 compressions per second is needed. 120 compressions per minute is tiring so you will need help.
• Organise help early in the emergency.
• Remember you must do firm compressions. The most common problem with CPR is most people do not 

apply enough pressure.

Defibrillators
• Use the defibrillator as soon as possible.
• Turn on and follow the voice instructions.
• Defibrillators are for use on 8yr old children – adults.
• Adult pads can be used on children. Depending on the size of the child, pads can used front and mid back 

if there is not enough clearance between pads in the normal position.
There are four defibrillators located in Strathewen.  Locations are the Recreation Reserve Pavilion, the 
Strathewen Hall, the Strathewen P.S. and the CFA shed which is opposite the school.
Remember there is a 60% better chance for survival if a defibrillator is used.
SWAG thanks Mark for a practical, informative session. We also want to thank our community soup makers.

The next community dinner is Friday 15th September and this will be a Curry Night. We hope to see you 
there. A Girls Night Out has been organised for Friday 22nd September at the Hildebrand Ridge Winery. 
This should be a casual fun night with lots of time for relaxing and chatting over drinks and finger food. Talk 
to other Strathewen ladies and come along together. Yoga Fusion classes continue on each Monday evening 
7pm-8pm. New participants are always welcome.

The 10th Bushfire Anniversary has been a topic of discussion at various SWAG meetings during the year. 
Time flies and the 10th Anniversary is a significant one. We were conscious that some of the ideas that we 
have tossed around would require a decent run-up if they were undertaken. 
A couple of months ago a call for anyone interested in being involved with planning the 10th 
Anniversary was made and those interested held the first meeting in August. Ideas relating to the following 
are currently being discussed:
• Community consultation about the 10th anniversary.
• Referring to emergency and wellbeing experts regarding possible guidelines for such  anniversaries.
• The nature of the anniversary and how to possibly mark it in the future. 
• Enhancing the Bushfire Memorial and Blacksmiths Tree area. 
• Possible ways of showing past and new community achievements and projects.
• Perhaps something for the community to keep and remember the 10th Bushfire Anniversary.

For further information please contact Barbara Joyce 0435 027 780.



THE BLACKSMITH’S TREE CHOIR
CALL OUT FOR COMMUNITY CHOIR MEMBERS - BLACK SMITH’S TREE CHOIR

Sign up and join by Friday 29th Septmber.
First rehersal Sunday 15th October 2pm - 4pm

Second rehersal Wednesday 25th October 7pm - 9pm
Film Shoot Day Sunday 29th October 10am - 1pm at thge Blacksmith’s Tree.

connect
The new community portal www.strathewen.com.au was relaunched last month. After conducting a
community survey and gaining some insight from residents as to what they would like to see included on our 
website, we included an up-to-date calendar, community group profiles and detailed information on upcom-
ing community events. If you haven’t already visited strathewen.com.au, please do so - you’re feedback on the 
new developments is encouraged.

Email: connect@strathewen.com.au
Facebook: @strathewenconnect



WHAT’S ON IN SPRING





2
Landcare 
Agricultural 
Chemical 
Users Permit 
Course @ the 
Hall 9-4pm

‘Are You
Prepared for 

an Emergen-
cy?’ Forum 
Hurstbridge 

9.30-12noon
4
Yoga 
Fusion Class
@ Pavilion
7pm

Art & Craft 
Room Open 

@ the Hall 
1pm-4pm

6
Fire Blanket 
& Extinguish-
er Session @ 
Strathewen 
CFA 7pm

7 9
Oil Painting 
Workshop @ 
Hall 9-12noon

Diamond 
Creek

Rotary Town 
Fair 10am

10
Landcare 
Agricultural 
Chemical 
Users Permit 
Course @ the 
Hall 9-4pm

11
Yoga 
Fusion Class
@ Pavilion
7pm

12 13 15
Community 
Dinner CURRY 
Night @ the 
Hall 6.30pm

16
Oil Painting 
Workshop @ 
Hall 9-12noon

17
St Andrews 
Festival St 
Andrews 
Community 
Centre
12-9pm

18
Yoga 
Fusion Class
@ Pavilion
7pm

Art & Craft 
Room Open 

@ the Hall 
1pm-4pm

19 20 21 22
Girls Night Out! 
Hildebrand 
Ridge 
Organic
Vineyard 
7.30pm 

Last day of 
term 3.

25
No Yoga

26
Kids School 
Holiday 
Painting @ 
the Hall 9.30-
12noon

28 30
Oil Painting 
Workshop @ 
Hall 9-12noon

AFL Grand 
FInal Day

September 2017
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what’s happening in strathewen & surrounds



30
Yoga 
Fusion Class
@ Pavilion
7pm

31 1

2
Yoga 
Fusion Class
@ Pavilion
7pm

Art & Craft 
Room Open 
@ the Hall 
1pm-4pm

3
Lino Cut Art 
workshop @ 
Hall 9-12

6
Lino Cut Art 
workshop @ 
Hall 9-12

7
Life Drawing 
classes @ Hall 
10-12

9
Yoga 
Fusion Class
@ Pavilion
7pm

Tern 4
commences

10 11 12 14
Life Drawing 
classes @ Hall 
10-12

15
Strathewen 
Primary School 
Centenary 
Celebration 
11-4

Practically 
Green Festival 
@ Edendale 
10am

16
Yoga 
Fusion Class
@ Pavilion
7pm

Art & Craft 
Room Open 
@ the Hall 
1pm-4pm

17 18 19 20
Community
Dinner @ 
the Pavilion 
6.30pm

21
Life Drawing 
classes @ Hall 
10-12

22
On The Hill 
Festival
Panton Hill 
11am

23
Yoga 
Fusion Class
@ Pavilion
7pm

24 25 26 27 28 29
Nillumbik Pet 
Expo
Diamond 
Creek 10am

october 2017
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what’s happeneing in strathewen & surrounds



1 2 3 4 5

6
Yoga 
Fusion Class
@ Pavilion
7pm

Art & Craft 
Room Open 
@ the Hall 
1pm-4pm

7
Melbourne 
Cup Day

8 9 10 11
Rotary Eltham 
Festival
Alexander 
Knox Park

12

13
Yoga 
Fusion Class
@ Pavilion
7pm

14 15 16 17
Community 
Dinner @ the 
Pavilion 6.30

18 19

20
Yoga 
Fusion Class
@ Pavilion
7pm

Art & Craft 
Room Open 
@ the Hall 
1pm-4pm

21 22 23 24 25 26

27
Yoga 
Fusion Class
@ Pavilion
7pm

28
Strathewen 
Recreation 
Reserve 
Association 
AGM 7pm 
@ Pavilion

29

NOVEMBER 2017
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what’s happeneing in strathewen & surrounds


