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Strathewen Hall Needs Your Support

For one hundred years Public Halls and Mechanics Institutes had a central place in the develop-
ment of community life in small towns across Australia. They were usually established on donated 
land and built with funds raised in the communities they served. The Strathewen Public Hall was 
established with a small group of Trustees in 1901, opened in 1902 and served as a hub of religious
and social activity in Strathewen until it burned down in 2009. Again it was the determination and 
hard work of community members supported by the donations of thousands of Australians which 
saw the new Hall built on an enlarged site.
Many of the Community Halls in Victoria have been given over or ‘rescued’ by local councils 
because few in those local communities were willing to manage the costs and responsibilities 
associated with their ongoing use . Only a hand full of halls remain in the ownership of their 
communities. It’s worth noting that two of these community owned and operated Halls still exist as 
neighbours in Arthurs Creek and Strathewen. We suspect this says something about the strength of 
these communities, their independence and determination to respect the efforts of those who 
came before.

The Committee of the Strathewen Public Hall Association are conscious of the need to foster 
this sense of community ownership by telling the story and rebuilding the membership of the Hall 
Association. We have many new residents who we imagine aren’t aware that the Hall is owned 
by those who live here. Perhaps we’ve also become used to things just happening and haven’t 
considered the need to contribute to the groups which are behind them. We would like all people 
who live in Strathewen to join the Hall Association and if interested, become involved in one of its 
committees either helping to run the hall or creating the events which bring us together as a 
community. 
For membership of the Hall Association see the website http://www.strathewenhall.com/member-
ship.htmlat or contact the President Karl Apted 0418 350 345.

Hall Working Bee
The aim this time round was to complete any previous jobs, top up the gravel areas and to do any 
clean up necessary prior to summer. 
A big thank you to all those who attended the Hall working bee in November. It’s a busy time of 
year and your contribution was appreciated! Thanks, Karl, Steve and Alison, Warren, Matthew, Eric 
and Bronwyn, Carol and Ross, Debbie, Diana, Mary and Lyn.

STRATHEWEN PUBLIC HALL



Strathewen Landcare Group hosted a most successful Spring Weed Day on Saturday 22nd 
October at the Strathewen Hall.  The event was well attended by SLG members and local 
landowners who came to learn more about weeds in our local environment from our resident 
expert James Egan.  Attendees arrived equipped with a large variety of weeds which were found 
in Strathewen. 

Much discussion and debate was undertaken as we all attempted to identify those weeds with 
which we were familiar. Once we had exhausted our own knowledge, James went from weed 
to weed, identifying, providing background, prioritizing invasiveness and suggesting methods of 
eradication, if needed.
We were relieved to discover that some of the specimens were in fact, good, indigenous plants 
and were a positive, rather than a negative in the environment.
Throughout the session, member Peter Little took photographs of each weed together with its 
label.  These photographs will soon be added to our website’s gallery of weeds to be used as an 
identification tool by members.
James has suggested that we set up a weed discussion board on the website where members 
can supply a photograph of a specimen sighted and seek identification and information from 
others. We will follow this up at our next meeting.
James’ expertise, assistance and comradery was greatly appreciated by all who attended. We 
are indeed lucky to have James as a member of our community.
James has also suggested that our next weed workshop be dedicated to woody weeds; this will 
be held later in 2017, possibly in August and once again will be led by James. The event will be well 
advertised.

In 2015, SLG funded a Pilot Project to explore the concept of mapping invasive weeds on private 
property through engagement of expert contractors.  This Pilot Project was very successful, provid-
ing excellent, easily understood information to participating landholders and SLG. 
As a result of the successful pilot, Strathewen Landcare Group sought funding to expand the Pro-
gram, making it available to all landholders over the next few years.  

We have been informed that the funding contract will be finalized early in the new year. Following 
our first meeting in February 2017, information concerning expressions of interest and the processes 
to be followed will be communicated to all members.
This is great news for our continuing fight against invasive weeds in Strathewen! An early Christmas 
present! Congratulations to all involved in putting the submission together.



The Strathewen Recreation Reserve Association welcomes the warmer days and start of the 
summer competitions for the tennis and cricket clubs.

The unusual (but most welcome) higher spring rains has meant the cricket season has got off to a 
soggy start, but with the warmer weather of late, the season is in full swing now. We wish all 
sporting teams the very best for the current season.

SRRA is always looking for new members to help oversee the running of the Strathewen 
Recreation Reserve. We meet 4 or 5 times a year and our objective is to facilitate the 
management of the Peter Avola Memorial Pavilion for the benefit of the whole community of 
Strathewen.

SRRA has been an incorporated association since 2011 and is run with the volunteer help of a 
number of local community members. If you would like to join the association, feel free to call Phil 
Jones on 0408 544 652 to discuss the options. 

The Peter Avola Memorial Pavilion is also available for bookings at local rates for anyone looking 
for an ideal setting for a 21st birthday, family event or group function. Please contact Phil Byrne 
on 0412 742 987 for rates and availability.

We look forward to continued community use of the Strathewen Recreation Reserve and hope to 
see as many local faces at the forthcoming community dinners as possible.

STRATHEWEN RECREATION RESERVE ASSOCIATION

STRATHEWEN TENNIS CLUB

At Strathewen Tennis Club we are proud of our fantastic twin courts. We ask that if you wish to use 
the courts please sign up to a yearly social membership of $20 per person. This covers you for any 
accident you may have while using our courts and assists us with keeping the courts and facilities 
in top condition.
 
With warmer weather upon us it is a great time to have a social hit or a bit of friendly competition.
We will be organising a few social Sunday afternoon sessions in the coming months, look out for 
updates on our Facebook page www.facebook.com/strathewentennis and via the Strathewen-
Connect Facebook page.

Membership and general enquiries to Karina 0410678525 or strathewentennis@gmail.com.

STRATHEWEN HISTORY GROUP

In 1917, Strathewen Progress Association held a community event 
at the Hall. A local newspaper reported the evening “enjoyably 
spent by all listening to anecdotes of the history of Strathewen”.

Mr George Brain’s “account of his first visit and early settlement in 
this locality was greatly appreciated by the audience. 
His description of the journey to his new home with the old horse 
taking the hills and gullies at a gallop, leaving various household 
utensils to make their own way in life, proved very amusing, and 
one could almost hear the cry, ‘How much longer will we be 
Father?’ or ‘Will we ever get there?’. Messrs Horne, Apted and 
Mann also gave various interesting and amusing facts concern-
ing the early settlers.

Clearly, local residents have been talking about Strathewen’s 
long and rich history for many years. If you’re keen to join a new 
history group with the purpose of uncovering, gathering and dis-
cussing the history of Strathewen, please get in contact with 
Phil Byrne on 0412 742 987 or email 
byrne.phillip.p@edumail.vic.gov.au

Don’t rush to add this event to your calendar, it was almost 100 years ago!



STRATHEWEN PRIMARY SCHOOL  / CFA CLAYMATION PROJECT

Thursday the 24th of November was our official community screening of Strathewen Primary 
school’s animation titled `If you care, stay aware, be prepared. A message from Gem Gem’. This 
was a story about one of our famous local dogs who narrates her way through our animation ex-
plaining the different levels of the Fire Danger Rating board and where her family will be on those 
days.  
Arthurs Creek Strathewen Brigade, Strathewen Primary school grade 5/6 and CFA Strive and 
Thrive program combined for term 2 and 3 for some fire education sessions and also to create a 
claymation, a form of animation with plasticine figures (armitures) assisted by Gozer productions 
and also a making of the Claymation so there was an insight as to what was happening behind 
the scenes.
Our fire education sessions covered a range of topics and had all of the students climb into 
fire trucks and visit Yan Yean reservoir where they learnt how to use a range of measuring tools 
including an inclinometer for measuring slope, a whirling hygrometer for measuring humidity and 
temperature, a fine fuels moisture reader, wind speed detectors and the McArthur wheel for 
working out the FDR for the day. Other sessions included map reading and bark type recognition 
and its likelihood of causing spot fires during a bushfire.
The excursion to Healesville helped us understand some of the behaviours and mannerisms of 
our local animals. This would assist us when making the armitures (characters) for the Claymation.  
Armed with lots of information, the Claymation production began and with the help of some 
locals to complete our armitures, we were ready to start filming. An incredible amount of time 
was spent moving our armitures around and clicking many many frames per second to make it 
appear the figures were moving unassisted.  
We packed our bags at the end of term 3 for a two night camp to Anglesea to see what projects 
the Anglesea Survive and Thrive participants were up to with their fire education program. We 
spent our mornings walking along the beach with Jamie and his dogs, a highlight for bush kids, 
a day with Anglesea primary looking at all of their learnings and their amazing fire station and a 
night of rock pooling and little bit of history of the coastline we were on. We all had an incredible 
amount of fun and are keen to go back next year! 
Preparation for our presentations began, the first premiere was a small one at school surrounded 
by peers, teachers and parents, this gave our students the opportunity to see the Claymation 
for the first time and also to tweak a few things to ensure the big premiere at the hall would run 
smoothly. Our whole community was invited to the Strathewen Community Hall, after having 
watched the two movies our guests wandered from table to table where our students were seat-
ed, each with a fire topic and each very confidently and professionally presented their knowl-
edge on the topic. Some of our highly ranked CFA members were absolutely amazed at the 
knowledge our students had on some of the topics. The night was an amazing success, delicious 
catering by local company Hot Coals, everybody saw a couple of great short movies, there was 
an opportunity to absorb lots of fire knowledge and most importantly to see our amazing kids in 
action. 
Its been a fantastic and productive year,  Strathewen Primary School and its staff have been an 
absolute delight to work with, Survive and Thrive have offered us much support and assistance 
and now we are ready for a new project for next year!! 
The Foundation for Rural and Regional Renewel (FRRR) were responsible for funding the employ-
ment of production company Gozer to facilitate the creating of our Animation. The Strathewen 
Bushfire Recovery Company contributed the same level of funding to cover the making of the 
Claymation, excursions, the camp and all of the small costs along the way. We are incredibly 
grateful to both organisations for making this year’s program possible and hope that we will be 
working together on more successful projects in the future. 



On Tuesday 22nd and Wednesday 23rd of November the community once again gathered for 
the annual Christmas pudding making activites at the Public Hall. 

Lots of families joined us this year to make their Christmas puddings, everyone helping with 
chopping, mixing, covering and tying the puddings.
Thank you to to SWAG for organising the activity and the support of the Bushfire Relief Company 
who make this wonderful activity possible. 

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PUDDING MAKING

LADIES MYSTERY NIGHT OUT

Thanks to SWAG and the Bushfire Relief Company, a mystery night out was planned for the ladies 
of Strathewen which included visiting a lovely establishement in Prahran, acquiring new bar skills 
and learning some new dance moves.

After a bumpy bus ride into the city, we arrived at the Back Bar and were greeted with canapes 
and refreshments. The first activity of the evening was cocktail / mocktail making. There was 
plenty of stirring, muddling and shaking going on and it certainly gave the evening a kickstart.

Next, we met Jane our life drawing instructor and Ben our subject who posed for us amid the 
giggles. There are some wonderfully talented artists in our community, it was great to see all the 
different perspectives of our subject. Lastly, the lovely Bella joined us to teach some 1920’s and 
burlesque dance steps. Everyone got into the spirit.

Thank you to everyone that attended and ensured the evening was a success. A fabulous eve-
ning was had by all, if you were unable to make it - we hope you are able to come next time!



During October a five session oil painting workshop with artist Lisa Nolan was held for Strathewen 
residents.  The sessions concentrated on still life painting. 
Many of the participants in October had attended a previous workshop and were keen to build on 
the momentum and skills they had developed earlier.  It was good to have a few new faces join 
the group also.
The sessions involved colour mixing, looking at composition and creating form through light and 
shade.  There was plenty of quiet concentration mixed with some humorous conversation along the 
way.  
Most people were happy with their efforts and a collection of our work was on display at the
Arthurs Creek Garden Walk.

OIL PAINTING CLASSES

STAY CONNECTED

Stay informed about all of these community activities and events via our Facebok page 

www.facebook.com/strathewenconnect/



LOCAL WORD FIND - words can be forward, backward, up, down and diagonal

Rankines Rd    Jacksons Rd    Arthurs Creek
School Ridge Rd   Gregorys Ln    Tennis Courts 
Bald Spur Rd    History     Chickens
The Public Hall    Eagles Nest Rd    King St
Chads Creek Rd   Landcare    Community
Strathewen    Strathewen Primary School  Powells Rd
Mount Sugar Loaf   Peter Avola Memorial Pavilion Cows
Horses     Bowden Spur Rd   Beale Ave

KIDS CONNECT

Echidna

Lace monitor

Common wombat

Swamp wallaby

Kookaburra

Black yellow -
tailed cockatoo

Grey kangaroo

Wedge tailed eagle

Can you spot these animals at your place and surrounding properties?
ANIMAL SPOT-O



STRATHEWEN COMMUNITY
2016 BUSHFIRE SEASON BRIEFING

Thursday 15th December
7.00pm to 9.00pm
Strathewen Hall

Presented by:
Strathewen Fire Safety Working Group 
Arthurs Creek/Strathewen Fire Brigade

Shire of Nillumbik.

This is an important event for all Strathewen resi-
dents to learn about:
• 2016/17 bushfire season outlook
• high risk bushfire scenarios for Strathewen
• bushfire safety & shelter options in Strathewen 
• supporting our local Fire Brigade
• working together in neighbourhoods.

For more information, contact:
 Steve Pascoe 0407 326 770 or 
 Malcolm Hackett 0427 356 803





DECEMBER 2016
M T W T F S S

1 2
Strathewen 
Primary School 
End of Year 
Concert @ the 
Hall 7pm.

3
4 Hour 
Outdoor 
Gouache 
Painting 
Class 10am - 
2pm @ 
Dunmoochin, 
Bareenong 
Rd

4

5 6 7 8
Horses & 
Emergencies 
presenta-
tion 7.30pm 
Arthurs Creek 
Fire Station

9
Community 
Christmas 
Dinner
6.30pm @ the
Pavilion

10 11

12 13
St Andrews 
Christmas 
Twilight 
Market 4pm - 
9pm @ the St 
Andrews Hall

Public Hall 
General 
Meeting 7.30 
@ the Hall

14 15
Public Info 
Night ‘Bush-
fire Season 
Briefing’ 7pm 
- 9pm @ The 
Hall

16 17 18

19 20
Last day of 
Term 4

21
Funfields Day.

22 23 24 25
Christmas 
Day

26
Boxing Day

27 28 29 30 31
New Years 
Eve

SUMMER WHAT’S ON

Got a contribution for the What’s On in Strathewen calendar? Drop us a line!             connect@strathewen.com.au

HANG ME ON
YOUR

FRIDGE!



JANUARY 2017
M T W T F S S

1
New Years 
Day

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

23 24 25 26
Australia Day

27 28 29

30
Term 1 
commences

31

SUMMER WHAT’S ON

Got a contribution for the What’s On in Strathewen calendar? Drop us a line!             connect@strathewen.com.au

HANG ME ON
YOUR

FRIDGE!



FEBRUARY 2017
M T W T F S S

1 2 3 4 5
Nillumbik FREE 
Green Waste 
Drop Off 8am
105 Graham 
Road, 
Kangaroo 
Ground

6

Yoga Fusion 
7pm @ 
Pavilion

7
Bushfire
Anniversary
6.30pm - 
8.30pm @ the 
Pavilion

8 9 10 11 12

13

Yoga Fusion 
7pm @ 
Pavilion

14
Valentines 
Day

Public Hall 
General 
Meeting 7.30 
@ the Hall

15 16 17 18 19

20

Yoga Fusion 
7pm @ 
Pavilion

21 22 23 24 25 26

27
Landcare 
General 
Meeting 
7.30pm @ the 
Hall

28

SUMMER WHAT’S ON

Got a contribution for the What’s On in Strathewen calendar? Drop us a line!             connect@strathewen.com.au

HANG ME ON
YOUR

FRIDGE!


