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A message from the Strathewen Bushfire Relief Company Ltd – call out for future Directors
  
In June 2014 an unprecedented meeting of representatives from all the community groups in Strathewen 
took place, at which the Directors of the Strathewen Bushfire Relief Company Ltd explained their role as 
trustees of a trust fund established to support the continued renewal of the Strathewen community 
following the February 2009 bushfires, by
- supporting community group activities 
- providing a community communications system, and 
- assisting individuals to meet costs arising from the treatment of bushfire-related health issues

Three years later some $150,000 in grants have been disbursed by the Company as trustee, and a further 
$20,000 spent on establishing and operating a communications system directed at increasing awareness 
of, and participation in, the wide range of community activities taking place in Strathewen.

The February bushfire commemoration, regular community gatherings and Christmas events, school fire 
awareness ‘claymation’ project work enabled by the CFA, the provision of large animal rescue 
equipment and related expertise, a varied program of arts and crafts activities, several individual grants 
to cover treatment of bushfire-related health issues, and the annual Landcare community dinner, are 
some examples of support recipients.

The Company’s Directors are unpaid volunteers drawn from across the community, and the opportunity 
has now arisen to appoint several new Board members to carry the work of the Company as trustee
forward. We would be delighted to receive enquiries from anyone interested in learning more about 
what would be involved in being a Board member.

Please contact David Brown on 0408 251 183 or Malcolm Hackett on 0427 356 803 for a confidential 
discussion about what would be involved in undertaking the role of a Director of the Strathewen Bushfire 
Relief Company Ltd.



STRATHEWEN WELLNESS AND ACTIVITIES GROUP (SWAG)

Community Dinners
Strathewen Community Dinners continue on once a month. The May dinner was the last of our 
BBQs and it was great to see a good turn-up. Please note that over the colder months we change 
our venue to the Strathewen Hall. We are currently planning some food theme nights. 
The next dinner is Friday 7th of July and will be a Pizza and movie night for the kids. We hope to 
see you there. Try and bring along a neighbour!

Guys Night Out
Fourteen attended the third Guys Night Out was held at the Panton Hill Pub in March this year. 
Good conversation and company was had over a meal. Thanks to Malcolm Hackett who acted 
as the contact and organiser for the night.

Forever Young Exercise Group
Recently a six week course involving gentle movement and strengthening weight work was intro-
duced by Karina Chapman.  Participants provided good feedback and we are hoping to run this 
again later in the year when it is warmer. 

Yoga Fusion
Karina also runs a Yoga Fusion Class on each Monday night during the school terms 7pm-8pm at 
the Pavilion.  The class is a mix of Tai chi, Yoga and Pilates followed by a short meditation to end. 
It’s great for stretching, core and general body strength as well as relaxation. While there is a core 
of die hard participants new residents are always welcome to attend. 

Coming up 
We are also hoping to organise a casual Ladies Night Out soon at a local venue. Watch out for 
details.

SWAG meets monthly at the Strathewen Hall. Feel free to pass on any ideas you have for com-
munity activities or if you are personally wanting to organise a community activity contact Diana 
0413 991 499.

STRATHEWEN RECREATION RESERVE ASSOCIATION (SRRA)

We would like to congratulate the Strathewen Cricket Club Senior Team for winning the premier-
ship in their competition and wish them the best of luck in the higher grade next season.  Well 
done to Glen Jenkins and the team for a great season!





STRATHEWEN PRIMARY SCHOOL

Our grade 5-6 CFA Survive and Thrive program is off to a great start for 2017.  The fire truck convoy 
field trip to Yan Yean catchment was a highlight for our students once again.  Thanks to our volun-
teer CFA members for driving our keen bunch of Junior CFA members out and about.  Coming up 
we have our community helper days at school, with a team of enthusiastic local volunteers com-
ing in to work with students on the development of their clay characters, props and backdrops for 
their project.  The two community helper days are set for Tuesday June 6th and 13th and we have 
some very keen students, ready to get stuck into things with their local friends.  The two night CFA 
Anglesea Camp for our grade 5-6 students will run from our after school departure on Monday 
August 28th until the afternoon of Wednesday August 30th. 

This term we have Bike Education sessions on the go each Tuesday for all students.  Our Friday 
interschool winter sport days are well under way, with our students heading off to play netball, 
rounders and football each week.  We’ve just finished our Sporting Schools netball program, 
which was a great success.  Following training runs with Kylee and Geoff around the local Strathe-
wen roads, SPS had 16 competitors take part in the District Cross Country trials at Yarrambat 
recently. Our five qualifiers, Sam, Walter, Cadence, Matilda, Rose and Charlotte, will now go on to 
race in the next level of competition at Bundoora Park.  

Our centenary Planning Group continues to meet to organise our school open day celebration 
planned for Sunday October 15th this year.  We have entertainment, activities and catering 
worked out, as we utilise the talents of locals and friends of the school.  We continue to gather 
historical items for our exhibition and compile an up to date contact list for past pupils, parents, 
families, staff and those with strong connections to the school.  Please help spread the word and 
encourage anyone you know to contact the school for more information or to register their inter-
est.

Upcoming dates-
School photos- Tuesday June 20th
just1day challenge- Wednesday June 21st - Junior School Council student led day of ‘living simply’ 
to raise funds to support educational costs for school students in developing countries



ART & CRAFT SOCIAL GROUP
The Art and Craft Room has been a very busy place recently!  Our Monday afternoon sessions (1st and 3rd 
Monday of each month, 1-4 pm) have seen plenty of new faces, extra portrait painting classes have been 
arranged and preparations are well on the way for more of our wonderful mosaic letterboxes to be made 
by some of our new residents.  If any more residents are interested in making a letterbox of their own, please 
don’t hesitate to contact us.
 
The Letterbox Preservation Project is underway and is turning out to be a much larger project than we 
originally thought.  All the boxes have been inspected, flyers distributed and supplies to renovate the box-
es have been purchased.  We plan to start work on the boxes shortly and will be in touch with their owners 
again in due course.  In the meantime, the mosaic wall on Chadds Creek Road is nearing completion much 
to the delight of one of our four-legged residents who has been overseeing the work!
 
The Art & Craft Group also held painting classes for children on the school hollidays.
 
We are planning an excursion to visit the National Gallery on Monday 26th June to view the Van Gogh exhi-
bition.  If anyone is interested in joining us, please contact Kathy Brown via connect@strathewen.com.au as 
soon as possible.





STRATHEWEN LANDCARE GROUP
At our March meeting Strathewen Landcare hosted a presentation from Tim O’Donnell, Land Management 
Officer at Nillumbik Shire Council. Tim provided valuable information about services and grants offered 
to residents by the Shire’s Sustainability and Environment Unit and other land management services. The 
session was well attended and Tim addressed a wide ranging set of questions from those present. Topics 
covered included the Land Management Incentive Program, the Farm Rebate, Sustainable Agricultural 
Rebate, Trust for Nature Covenant, noxious weed notification and enforcement, the Nillumbik Conservation 
Corridors and Nillumbik Landcare Network. If you have any queries or would like assistance from Tim, con-
tact him at Nillumbik Shire.

Planning is well underway for our annual Strathewen Landcare Community Dinner, which is funded by the 
Strathewen Bushfire Relief Trust. All Strathewen residents are invited to attend. This year we are pleased to 
announce that our guest speaker is Dan Harley from Zoos Victoria. Dan will be discussing the direction of 
Zoos Victoria’s captive breeding program, nest boxes in fire affected habitats and observations on some of 
our local species. It promises to be a fascinating presentation. Entertainment for the children this year is a 
little different. We have organised a fascinating Magic Show that will no doubt keep them captivated and 
engaged whilst we listen to Dan. A beautiful two course dinner will be served so reserve the date: Friday 
28th July, at 6.00 PM at the Strathewen Hall. Reservations can be made via:
email: enquiries@strathewenlandcare.org.au OR mobile: 0400 308 048  (Carol)

Planning is well underway for the implementation of the Weed Mapping Program which will be undertaken 
in spring. A good number of Strathewen Landcare members have indicated their interest in taking part in 
the initial phase of this valuable project, which will see a highly experienced contractor mapping target 
weeds on properties and providing advice on management strategies to landowners. There may be still 
time to be involved in this year’s program. If you are interested contact us via email: enquiries@strathewen-
landcare.org.au

We are currently compiling a Land Management Incentive Program submission for funding from Nillumbik 
Shire Council that would allow us to offer a spray subsidy to landowners.
If successful, the funding would cover in part, the cost of spraying products. In order to access this funding 
residents would need to hold a current ACUP – Agricultural Chemical Users permit. SLG intends to run an 
ACUP course in the near future for interested residents to facilitate the use of our spraying equipment and 
the safe handling of chemicals. 

We have a number of upcoming events planned for the remainder of the year. Actual dates will be adver-
tised in coming months so look out for them via our Facebook and the SLG website. These events include:
ACUP course
Landcare Dinner Friday July 28th at 6.00pm
A woody weed workshop in August
Spring orchid walk

Like us on Facebook! 
We’ve recently initiated a Facebook page: Strathewen Landcare Group. Be sure to “like, follow and share” 
the page as well as periodically check in for tips on weed control, sharing information and meeting remind-
ers. It’s also a great place to post photos and videos of things you’ve seen out in nature. 
Looking forward to seeing you there! 

A reminder that the membership levy is now due. Thank you to the many who have already forwarded 
forms and payment. A copy of the membership form can be found at our website: www.strathewenland-
care.org.au



What’s on in Strathewen

June 2017

1 2 3
Still Life Oil 
Painting 
Class @ the 
Hall 10am - 
12 noon

5
NO Yoga 
Class tonight.

Art & Craft 
Room Open 
@ the Hall 
1pm-4pm

6 7 8 9 10
Still Life Oil 
Painting 
Class @ the 
Hall 10am - 
12 noon

12
Yoga 
Fusion Class
@ Pavilion
7pm

Public
Holiday

13 14 15 16 17
Still Life Oil 
Painting 
Class @ the 
Hall 10am - 
12 noon

19
Yoga 
Fusion Class
@ Pavilion
7pm

Art & Craft 
Room Open 
@ the Hall 
1pm-4pm

20 21 22 23 24
The 
Phascogale 
Lounge Live 
Music @ the 
Hall 7.45pm

26
Yoga 
Fusion Class
@ Pavilion
7pm

Van Gogh 
Exhibition 
Excursion

28 29 30
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What’s on in Strathewen
July 2017

31
Yoga 
Fusion Class
@ Pavilion
7pm

1 2

3
Yoga 
Fusion Class
@ Pavilion
7pm

Art & Craft 
Room Open 
@ the Hall 
1pm-4pm

4 5 6 7
Community 
Dinner @ Hall 
Pizza & Movie 
night for the 
kids! 6.30pm

9

10
Yoga 
Fusion Class
@ Pavilion
7pm

11 12 13 14 15 16

17
Yoga 
Fusion Class
@ Pavilion
7pm

Art & Craft 
Room Open 
@ the Hall 
1pm-4pm

18 19 20 21 22 23

24
Yoga 
Fusion Class
@ Pavilion
7pm

25 26 27 28
Landcare
Annual 
Community 
Dinner @ the 
Hall 6pm

30
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What’s on in Strathewen

August 2017

1 2 3 4 5 6

7
Yoga 
Fusion Class
@ Pavilion
7pm

Art & Craft 
Room Open 
@ the Hall 
1pm-4pm

8 9 10 11 12 13

14
Yoga 
Fusion Class
@ Pavilion
7pm

15 16 17 18 19 20

21
Yoga 
Fusion Class
@ Pavilion
7pm

Art & Craft 
Room Open 
@ the Hall 
1pm-4pm

22 23 24 25
Community 
Dinner @ Hall
6.30pm

26 27

28
Yoga 
Fusion Class
@ Pavilion
7pm

29 30 31
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