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Strathewen Community Renewal Association Inc 

Annual Report - 2009/2010 

 

From the Chair 

The Strathewen Community Renewal Association came into existence at a public 
meeting in June 2009 and since then its Committee has held thirty five meetings to 
establish Sub-committees, plan meetings with government and media, develop a 
Recovery Plan for Strathewen and co-ordinate a range of Sub-committee and 
community activities. 

Our Committee has worked to implement the aims of our Association expressed in its 
constitution.  

(a) the re-establishment of the Strathewen community infrastructure; 

(b) the provision of support to affected residents of Strathewen in recovering 
 from the trauma of the bushfire experience; and                                                     
(c) the provision of assistance to affected residents of Strathewen and their 
 families in re-establishing their homes. 

We have aimed to express the independent spirit of Strathewen while working 
collaboratively with others to pursue our community’s interests.  We have established 
good governance and accountability and have endeavoured to provide a high level of 
transparency and communication within the community. We have developed an 
understanding of what people value about living in Strathewen and applied this to 
funding proposals for Strathewen’s future.  We have worked hard to develop activities 
which encourage participation and emphasise the importance of community support.  
We have remained conscious that we do not speak for everyone and so have 
encouraged the regular consultation processes of government.  

In this first year we have supported other community groups in their efforts to gain 
funding and compiled a Strathewen Recovery Plan as required by VBRRA. We 
established a Bushfire Disaster Relief Fund in order to attract charitable funds and 
provide greater flexibility in supporting community members in need. 

The Treasurer’s report clearly identifies the funds received and their disbursement to 
date.  Other funding has been achieved through various applications and donations 
which still require the completion of agreements. 

The following list indicates funding for projects in Strathewen which have been 
allocated through various Departments of Victorian Government, the Victorian 
Bushfire Appeal Fund and philanthropic groups.   

Strathewen Primary 
School 

Rebuilding funded by Dept of Education $3,200,000

Strathewen Public Hall Rebuilding funded by VBAF $1,442,243
Reserve Pavilion Rebuild and Tennis Courts – Australand 

and State Government, Nillumbik Shire 
$ 850,000
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Blacksmiths’ Tree  The Blacksmiths’ Tree is an international 
project conducted by the Australian 
Blacksmiths’ Association.  

$30,000
 

Memorial process Establish a memorial/s to commemorate the 
losses in  Strathewen.  

$165,000
(shire-
wide) 

Playground Children’s Playground Temporary 
Community Centre supported by Salvation 
Army 

$60,000

Communications strategy :  Newsletter, Website and SMS contact $40,000
Temporary Housing Provision of accommodation in Strathewen $125,000
Fire Safety Plan Development of plan for Strathewen $40,000
Sustainable Rebuilding Consultancy and practical help with 

rebuilding 
$158,500

Catchment Management  Shire bushfire environment audit total 
$170,000 

$85,000

Indigenous Plant Nursery Community based indigenous seed 
collection 

$45,000

Community Strengthening Activities and events over next two years $120,000
Business Support Small business and horticulture/agriculture  $40,000
Telling Our Stories Audio visual historical record  $50,000
Community Centre Establishment $10,000
Community Centre upkeep Maintenance for two years $50,000
Controlling Weed Menace Landcare spray unit and community 

training. 
$25,000

Arthurs Creek Hall  Kitchen and storage upgrade  $37,438
Tool Library Support and administration from Lions $25,000
Fencing Trailer Support from Diamond Creek Rotary $16,000
Tradie Trailer Building and equipment donation
Playground  Matt and Jo Radio Program donation $20,000
Pasture Renovation Darley International support $75,000
Community Recreation  Fitness track and community recreation 

facilities at the Strathewen Primary School. 
$200,000
Awaiting 
decision

 

The reports of Sub-committees provide further detail about our activities and 
achievements during this past year.  

Our Committee and Sub-committees have been supported by some wonderful service 
groups and non-government agencies throughout the year.  Lions and Rotary, The 
Bushfire Relief Centre in Hurstbridge, Mitcham Parish volunteers have provided 
ongoing material and moral support.  We have been very fortunate in the supportive 
relationship established with VBRRA and the Nillumbik Shire Council through their 
community development staff.  Gail Cumming our Executive Officer  and Miriam 
Kruh (administrative support and volunteer co-ordination) have not only taken 
pressure of the committee but understood the importance of a community led process.   
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We are particularly thankful for the support provided by Maria Romanin (VBRRA) 
and Kirsten Jenkins (Nillumbik) who have helped us navigate the bushfire 
bureaucracy.  

I take this opportunity to express my deepest thanks and appreciation to fellow 
Committee members for their commitment and dedication during what has been a 
very challenging period of their lives.  I also acknowledge the commitment and 
support of our Sub-committees members and other community members who have 
given time and energy to support a wide range of activities and projects.  

Lastly, thank you to our Association members who have supported this work by 
contribution, through participation or appreciation.   

Malcolm Hackett 

 

 
Resident Support Sub-committee Report 
Purpose: To support the well-being of the residents and friends of Strathewen.  
 
Members: The Resident Support Sub-committee is comprised of: 
 

Mary Avola – Association Committee member 
 Georgina Roberston-Stecher – Association Committee member 
 Peter McLennan – Association Committee member 
 Diana Roberston – Strathewen resident 
 Barbara Joyce – Strathewen resident 
 Barbara Gregory – former Strathewen resident 
 Turid Foyn-Johanson- former Strathewen resident 
 Penny Cullen – resident of Panton Hill 

We also received input from Briony Cardile as our “youth” advisor.  
 
Meetings: The group met fortnightly initially then on a weekly basis leading up to the 
first anniversary of February 7th. More recently the group has been meeting on 
fortnightly or three-weekly basis. In total, twenty-seven Resident Support Sub-
committee meetings have been held.  
 
Achievements: In its first year of operation the Resident Support Sub-committee set 
itself a number of objectives. Some were achieved, some were not, and many we are 
still working on. 
 
One of the group’s first objectives was to conduct a confidential survey of              
Strathewen residents to ascertain the sorts of issues that were important to them. The 
information gathered showed that “community” was valued very highly by the 
Strathewen residents. The need for activities that allowed the community to come 
together was apparent. 
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During the past year the Resident Support Sub-committee has: 
 

• Developed strong ties with numerous community and welfare groups, local 
government agencies, and service groups to access programs and support for 
local residents. 

• Regularly attended the Nillumbik Health Alliance Group meetings to represent 
the Strathewen community and provided input to assist with access to 
Outreach programs, counseling and council health services. 

• Organised Thursday community meal nights including Soup, BBQs, Curry 
and Roast Nights. 

• Facilitated children’s activities on Thursday nights, visits from the YMCA 
Youth Bus, Easter egg hunt and involvement with the Salvation Army Youth 
Music Program. 

• Run regular activities such as Footy Nights, the Chook Project and Craft 
nights. 

• Organised or facilitated a number of outings or events including the AFL final, 
Pamper Day, Garden tour day, visiting performers/speakers, the Family Fun 
Day, making and distributing Christmas Puddings, the Christmas Party 
including presents for all the Strathewen children and the February 7th 2010 
Commemorative Service. 

• Assisted with the establishment of the Women’s, Men’s and Younger 
Women’s Discussion Groups. 

Peter McLennan 

 

 
Environment Sub-committee Report 

Purpose: To assist residents in the recovery of their natural environment.  

Members: Kylee Woods, Barrie Tully and Bronwyn South. 

Meetings: This sub-committee operates as part of the Nillumbik Natural Environment 
Recovery Working Group (NERWG) which has met every month since May 2009. 

Achievements:  The multi-agency committee is our major achievement. NERWG has 
representatives from the Strathewen, St Andrews, Christmas Hills recovery groups 
and Landcare groups. Arthurs Creek Landcare and the CFA are also represented. The 
agencies are Nillumbik Shire Council - representatives from both the Environment 
and Operations groups, Melbourne Water, Parks Victoria, Port Phillip and 
Westernport CMA and VBRRA. 

NERWG has allowed us to have input into projects that are delivered on our behalf 
and these include: 
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• Boundary fencing. 
• Graeme Lorrimer’s biodiversity mapping. 
• Land management plans for fire-affected properties. 
• Blackberry spraying program. 
• Erosion control. 
• Roadside vegetation and erosion management. 
• Roadside weed control program. 
• Preparing advice for residents on vegetation clearance and regeneration. 
• Field days and other community engagement activities. 
• Melbourne Water whole-of-stream maintenance of the Arthurs Creek and Chadds 

Creek. 
• Melbourne Water geomorphological survey of the gullies and waterways. 
• Parks Victoria habitat corridors rehabilitation, pest animal control and Kinglake 

National Park recovery plan. 
 

A number of major projects have been funded with the support of the group. The 
Government requires that some of these are sponsored by the Landcare Groups and 
our inclusive committee structure has allowed this to happen. These projects include: 

• Purchase of a spray unit for Strathewen Landcare 
• Collection of seed from just below the fire line and propagation in the Candlebark, 

Edendale, Merriang and Friends of Warrandyte State Park Community Nurseries. 
We are now able to provide these to fire affected residents free of charge. This has 
been done in conjunction with a series of information sessions run by Julie and 
Kahn Franke. 

• Formation of a Nursery Working Group that is working with the St Andrews 
community to place the nursery within St Andrews’ community centre precinct. 

• The Community Environment Recovery Action Plan project is currently out to 
tender. The purpose of this project is to develop strategic community 
environmental recovery plans for each of the three fire affected communities of St 
Andrews, Strathewen and Christmas Hills.  The Plans will focus on developing 
short, medium and long term actions for geographic areas defined by both social 
and natural catchments for each community that will aid in the recovery of the 
community and natural environment. 

• A joint application for funding under the Grocon Recycling for Recovery 
program. Funding has not been confirmed at this stage but our application has 
moved to the crucial stage. Strathewen Landcare’s component of this activity is 
based around indigenous windbreaks. 

 

Thank you to all the volunteers who have helped us over the last 18 months. A special 
thanks to Lori Arthur who has co-ordinated the NERWG since its inception. Her 
professionalism and dedication has made the group the success it is. 

Bronwyn South 
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Gardening Sub-committee Report 

Purpose: To support the well being of Strathewen residents by engaging them in 
gardening activities. 

Members: Nyree, Kylee, Dini, Celeste, Karina 

Meetings: This sub-committee has held 6 meetings over the past year. 

Achievements / activities:  Our key achievements include: 

• Receiving donations and grants to enable us to run garden group activities. 

• Potting up the planter boxes at the Community Centre provided by Eltham 
College.  

• Development of a resource library consisting of gardening books and 
magazines. 

• Commencement of an information pack for residents which will be published 
on the Renewin Strathewen website- in progress 

• Hosting of a Bulb Day  

• Arranging visit to Strathewen by Veg Out St Kilda 

• Mail out to landscapers to request offers of assistance to Strathewen 
Residents- no replies so far. 

• Working closely with Marg Welsh from CentaCare and also Susan Forbes 
from Nillumbik Shire Council. 

• In our year ahead we hope to continue to run small local events to bring 
members of the community together and provide information and inspiration 
for their new gardens. 

Kylee Woods 

 

 
Rebuilding Sub-committee Report  

The Rebuilding Sub-committee was formed immediately after the establishment of 
the Association. 

Original and current members of the Sub-committee are: 

Karl Apted 
Callum Donoghue 
Malcolm Hackett 
Peter Jenkinson 
Steve Uden 
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Warren Rees was also an original member of the Sub-committee  

The purpose of the Sub-committee was to facilitate the physical rebuilding of 
Strathewen. 

From the start, it was clear that the task was enormous and included public facilities 
such as the School, Pavilion at the oval, and the Hall, as well as the numerous private 
dwellings and sheds etc. 

The Sub-committee decided early on that the school, Hall, and Pavilion were each 
likely to be rebuilt by their respective owners (Department of Education, Strathewen 
Public Hall Association, and Nillumbik Shire Council), and took the view that it 
would concentrate on assisting with rebuilding of these buildings once it received a 
response from these owners. This left the main focus of the Rebuilding Sub-
committee being assistance to residents rebuilding houses and sheds etc. 

The Sub-committee started looking at what people needed to do to rebuild, and it 
became clear that most of those affected had little or no building experience, and most 
had never had houses built for them. 

The Sub-committee decided that it would concentrate on providing information and 
assistance to help rebuilding. Information in the form of seminars and forums, and 
assistance by provision of referrals to supportive supplies and trades, and by 
compiling a register of discounts offered by supportive suppliers and trades. 

During the course of working with residents, it was evident that St Andrews were 
going through the same issues. St Andrews (through the Saint Andrews Community 
Bushfire Recovery Association) also had a Rebuilding Sub-committee with the same 
issues and similar plans. Strathewen and Saint Andrews Rebuilding Sub-committees 
have worked together since August 2009. 

The Sub-committee had weekly meetings until late 2009, with monthly meetings after 
that. The combined Strathewen and Saint Andrews Rebuilding Sub-committees have 
worked closely together and have achieved numerous outcomes, including: 

- 11 Information Sessions, Workshops, and Forums on topics such as: 

 
1 Thinking About Building 
2 Septic and Plumbing 
3 Power and Electricity 
4 Building Materials 
5 Energy Efficiency and Energy Ratings 
6 Planning and Building Approvals 
7 Engaging a Builder 
8 Being an Owner Builder 
9 Rebuilding with Steel 
10 Interior Design 
11 Building Contracts 

 

- The Rebuilding Expo held on 28th November 2009. The attendance of the 
rebuilding expo excluding exhibitors was around 650 people as counted by 
CFA members on the gate, 30 plus exhibitors at 2 to 3 per exhibit, plus event 



8 

 

organisers. Total of around 700 - 750 people. We were hoping to get around 
300. 

- The provision of the Supportive Suppliers Register (which also includes 
suppliers of products and materials who have indicated a willingness to offer 
discounts, assistance, and advice). 

- The provision of the Supportive Trades Register (which also includes 
supportive Trades and Professionals who have indicated willingness to offer 
discounts, assistance, and advice). 

-  Provision of advice to residents looking to rebuild. This also involved 
referring them to contacts who are able to specifically deal with rebuilding 
issues where we were unable to do this ourselves. 

 

The rebuilding process occurs in stages, and currently the Sub-committee is 
concentrating on the continued provision of advice and referrals to residents. 

Rebuilding Sub-committee members are also currently actively involved with the 
rebuilding of the Strathewen Hall as part of the Strathewen Public Hall Association 
Inc Committee and Rebuilding Sub-committee. Please contact the Hall Association 
for further information on progress (Secretary - 9714 8864). 

We are investigating Bushfire Attack Levels and Septic / Waste Water Locations. We 
are hoping that the Building Commission, Council and the Environmental Protection 
Authority will give clearer guidelines on rebuilding in fire affected areas. 

We are looking to hold another expo later this year, with the theme of sustainable 
building products and information. 

We are also considering repeating many of the information sessions already held, and 
are also looking to run seminars on additional topics. 

To do this we need to know if people are interested. Please contact the Association 
with any ideas or items you would like to see us investigate or have an information 
session on. We would also appreciate if you can let the Association know if you are 
looking to start the rebuilding process, as this would help us gauge when we have 
sufficient interest to run more seminars. 

Lastly, I would like to thank the Sub-committee members and Chair Callum 
Donoghue for their efforts this year and last, and I encourage community members to 
join the Rebuilding Sub-committee, even if only to attend meetings and give input. 

 

 
Karl Apted 
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Communications Sub-committee Report 

Purpose: To keep our members and the community connected with issues and 
activities relating to Strathewen and the broader bushfire recovery effort. 

Members: Bronwyn South, Georgina Robertson-Stecher, Nyree Earps and Brendan 
Parkinson (printing). 

Meetings: This Sub-committee has not held formal meetings. Not surprisingly almost 
all its business has been conducted electronically. 

Achievements:  The SCRA Communications team has been driven by demand.  
Bronwyn has managed the scra@tpg.com.au email account, Georgina the website 
www.strathewen.vic.au and Nyree has kept our SMS texts flowing. Brendan has 
helped with printing whenever we’ve needed it. We have also maintained 
membership records for the Association and kept in contact with residents and friends 
who are not members of the Association. Gail and Miriam from our executive team at 
Nillumbik help with mailouts and Mary and Diana are working hard to make sure we 
are not missing anyone. 

Statistics are probably the easiest way to describe what we do. 

• SMSs sent 55,982 – this represents 294 messages to an average 190 phones. 
• Website maintained to a level of relevance that means it still has over 100 hits per 

week. 
• 34 sets of minutes. 
• Address lists maintained and subsets extracted for the sub-committees. 
• Memberships logged and forwarded to Nillumbik. 
• 285 information updates emailed to 134 members and 30 associates (first one 

15/7/09). 
• Emails in – 606. Emails out (other than broadcasts to membership) – 298. 
• 7 newsletters formatted and distributed by email and post. 
• Whole of community mailouts: 

 
o Resident survey 
o Resident support group survey 
o Postal ballot – Change of Rule 
o Memorial Service Invitations 
o Memorials Survey 

 
 
Bronwyn South 
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Fund Raising Sub-committee 

Purpose:  To identify potentially large donors, and seek their financial support for 
community projects that were outside VBBRA’s terms of reference; to establish a 
disaster relief fund for Strathewen with deductible gift recipient status, so that the 
general public could make donations that might then declared as expenditure for 
income tax purposes. 

Members: David Brown, Georgina Robertson Stecher, Darren Bradshaw, Malcolm 
Hackett, Bronwyn South 

Meetings: The Sub-committee has met on an as and when required basis, in particular 
to consider how best to pursue funding for Temporary Housing, how to procure and 
disburse funds to assist pasture recovery, and how best to raise funds to support the 
Strathewen Disaster Relief Fund once established. 

Achievements: 

1. Secured funding for the acquisition of Temporary Housing units for 
Strathewen residents – donations obtained from the Indonesian Government 
(via VBRRA) and from the Bendigo Bank Community Enterprise Foundation,  
with the project co-ordinated by the Foundation for Rural and Regional 
Renewal (FRRR) after detailed negotiations with the ATO, and in the process 
of final delivery by Nillumbik Council as agent for the FRRR. 

2. Secured funding from Darley International to support the provision of a 
quantity of weedkiller, grass seeds, fertilizer and lime to residents who lost 
their pastures and now wish to undertake a programme of pasture recovery. 

3. Negotiated with the ATO to secure agreement to the establishment of a 
Strathewen Disaster Relief Fund, with deductible gift recipient status. The 
Committee subsequently endorsed the creation of a Trust to manage the Fund, 
and appointed Malcolm Hackett, Bronwyn South and David Brown as 
Trustees. The Disaster Relief Fund finances are managed separately from the 
Association’s current accounts, but are reported to the Association 
membership at the AGM. 

4. The Trustees have appointed a charities consultant to assist them with 
administering the disbursement of funds in line with broad policy guidelines, 
once established, to source the expertise necessary to scope and implement 
specific community rebuilding projects to be sponsored by the Trust, and to 
advise on the conduct of an effective public fund raising campaign. 

 

David Brown 

 

 
 


