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Big Stories Small Towns - Strathewen 

The Big Stories Small Towns team are half 

way through their 2 week residency in 

Strathewen and have been busy collecting a 

wonderful archive of stories and photos from 

Strathewen residents past and present. 

Thanks to the stellar organisation of Mary 

Avola, many of the original families of the 

district attended a wonderful lunch at Wellers 

restaurant this week. We recorded some of 

their memories of historic Strathewen, ranging 

from the power being switched on at the old 

Hall, to harvest festivals and long, long walks 

to school. The stories and images will be held 

by all in Strathewen at the new Hall as a 

collation of the town’s history. 

After two successful introductory sessions 

attended by 18 community members, we are 

set to commence the first half of the 

filmmaking workshop this Saturday 5 May at 

the Strathewen Community Centre 10 - 4.  

Some participants arrived with concerns about 

how they could possibly condense their whole 

life stories to 150 word scripts. However 

workshop facilitator Martin Potter was able to 

provide helpful tips and structures to make the 

workshop seem less daunting. It is exciting to 

see people creating their own digital stories, 

many of which will be shared with the rest of 

the community in the months to come. 

Our photo walk at Sugarloaf is still planned for 

this Sunday morning 6 May at 7am. Due to 

recent weather we ask that if you are planning 

to attend that you please text Celeste Geer on 

0402 011 206 before Saturday 5 May so that 

we can notify you if the walk has to be 

cancelled due to extreme rain. It is imagined 

that if the rain is only minor we will brave the 

elements! The meeting place will be advised 

by text. 

Martin Potter and the Big Stories Small Towns 

team will be in Strathewen until 13 May, so if 

you would like to contact them please do so 

via Celeste Geer on 0402 011 206 as Martin 

has no reception up here in the hills. Martin 

can also be contacted via email on 

Martingpotter@gmail.com. 

Trust Fund  

The Disaster Relief Trust Fund invitation to 

Strathewen bushfire affected families and 

individuals to seek a contribution to their 

rebuilding, re-establishment and recuperation 

costs has generated a healthy level of 

conversation. 

The Trustees have confirmed that applicants 

are not being asked to detail their financial 

position when applying for support, and that 

applications are sought from all eligible 

Strathewen community members. 

All grants made will be a contribution to 

estimated costs, or to costs already incurred 

where houses have already been rebuilt. The 

size of the contribution will depend on the 

number of applications for different forms of 

support. 

The closing date for applications is 31 May 

2012. Please contact one of the Trustees, 

David Brown 0408 251 183, Malcolm Hackett 

0427 356 803 or Bronwyn South 0414 882 

946, should you wish to discuss the 

programme further. 

In addition, the Trustees are negotiating a 

contract with St Vinnies to commence an 

outreach service in Strathewen and across 

former residents who are now living 

elsewhere. 

This long term arrangement will ensure that 

independent advice, and subsistence support 

where required, is provided to anyone who 

was living in Strathewen in February 2009, 

and has either returned to Strathewen or has 

moved elsewhere. 

It is hoped that St Vinnies will begin their 

work within a month. 
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The Hall 

The Hall rebuilding is progressing well, with 

the windows and front façade being fitted. 

Over the last couple of months there have been 

significant changes, as a slab and partial frame 

has evolved into a stylish building at lock up. 

The glazing is rather impressive. 

Over the next 3 months significant works will 

continue at the Hall site, with numerous trades 

involved. Please take care when travelling past 

the Hall. 

The building is now at lock up stage, with the 

car park being established and the landscape 

works due to start as soon as the weather 

clears. The internal fit out is continuing.  

The construction of the Hall is expected to be 

complete by the end of July 2012. An official 

opening for the new Hall, will be held on 

Friday August 24th at 3pm.  

The Governor of Victoria, The Honourable 

Alex Chernov AC has agreed to attend and 

open the Hall. Also attending will be the Chair 

of the Victorian Bushfire Appeal Fund Mr. Pat 

McNamara. The opening ceremony will be 

followed by a community event extending into 

the evening. 

The Hall Committee will soon be organising 

the opening, and drafting up rules for the use 

of the Hall. New members, and offers of 

assistance, are always welcome. 

For further information please contact the Hall 

Committee via the www.strathewen.vic.au 

website, or by telephone - Karl Apted 

(President) 0418 350 345 or 03 9439 4144, 

and Kathy Brown (Secretary) 9714 8864. 

Community Dinners 

Community Dinners are held weekly at the 

Recreation Reserve Pavilion.  BBQs will 

continue for a little while longer and then we 

will move to soup nights for winter. This year 

we are looking to share the responsibility 

around a little. We need soup makers for the 

roster and people to take on organisation for a 

fortnight stint. Let Diana know if you can help.  

Please note that this year there will be no 

community dinners during the school holidays.  

Girl’s Pamper Weekend  

Ladies please mark the 27
th
 and 28

th
 October 

2012 on your calendar.  On this weekend you 

will have the opportunity to stay overnight in 

Kinglake and enjoy pampering, relaxation and 

social activities surrounded by good company. 

Watch out for more details closer to the event. 

We hope you can make it. 

Circus Oz  

Tickets for Circus Oz have now been booked. 

We remind those going that the performance is 

on Saturday 23
rd

 June 2012. Details regarding 

travel arrangements and meeting times are 

coming your way shortly. 

Zumba Gold 

Looking for some fun exercise? Zumba Gold 

Dance Sessions will be available Friday 

mornings at the Strathewen Reserve Pavilion 

from 10:30am -11:30am. There will be six 

consecutive sessions beginning 11
th
 May and 

finishing 15
th
 June. No experience necessary 

and its free!  

Annie the Musical 

SCRA has 18 tickets available for Annie. 

Tickets are for a 3pm performance session on 

Sunday 3
rd

 June. Some limits apply. Please see 

the SCRA email for details. 

Nillumbik Citizen of the Year  

The many years of community service 

volunteered by Bronwyn South has been 

recognized by Nillumbik Shire Council with 

the presentation on Australia Day of the 2012 

Nillumbik Citizen of the Year Award.   

Current residents of Strathewen will be aware 

that Bronwyn has committed much of the last 

three years to the work of the Renewal 

Association as its Treasurer,  leader of the 

Communications  and Environment Sub-

committees and Trustee of the Strathewen 

Bushfire Disaster Relief Trust Fund.  During 

this period Bronwyn has also represented 

Strathewen on the Nillumbik Environment 

Recovery Working Group which has been 

responsible for achieving co-operation 

between authorities and gaining funding for 

http://www.strathewen.vic.au/
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works on private land.  A measure of the 

respect which the Bushfire Authority holds for 

Bronwyn’s work was demonstrated in 2011 

when she was invited to fill one of only seven 

positions on the Victorian Bushfire Appeal 

Fund’s Community Advisory Committee.   

Bronwyn has great love for our Strathewen 

valley, its bush and farming land.  She has 

been active in the LandCare movement since it 

inception and was instrumental in establishing 

the Strathewen LandCare Group where she has 

contributed as a member and office bearer,  

including the role of President during the past 

five difficult years.  Bronwyn has also served 

on the Nillumbik Council’s Green Wedge 

Advisory Group.   Bronwyn’s skills and 

knowledge of environmental issues are widely 

acknowledged and her expertise recognized 

through her appointment by Melbourne Water 

to the Waterways Advisory Committee and the 

State Government’s appointment to the Board 

of the Catchment Management Authority 

where she also served as chair of it’s audit 

committee.     

Bronwyn was born, educated and has raised 

her family in Strathewen so it is no surprise 

that she has also contributed as member, office 

bearer and leader of many other community 

groups including the Strathewen Play Group, 

Strathewen Visiting Kindergarten, Strathewen 

Primary School Council, local sporting clubs, 

Hall Association and Oval Committee. 

Our Association, the Strathewen community  

and Nillumbik Shire have been fortunate 

recipients of the skills, knowledge and many 

hours of voluntary work which Bronwyn has 

contributed.  Her commitment to a stronger 

community provides a great role model for 

others to follow.  Congratulations and thank 

you Bronwyn. 

Family Fun Day  

On Sunday March 25
th
 SCRA held the 3

rd
 

Strathewen Family Fun day. 

As the Sun shone down, past and present 

residents and friends enjoyed the many treats 

on offer. 

From ten pin bowling lanes to sumo wrestling 

and a Tumbling Monkeys obstacle course, 

Pirate Dell twisting up balloon treasures and 

Pixie Simone painting the faces of our little 

angels, there was fun to be had by everyone! 

Even the local gentry enjoyed a game or two 

of croquet! 

Bellies were filled as the local faithfuls cooked 

up a seemingly endless BBQ lunch and 

popcorn and snow cones were crowd 

favourites again as was Doctor Java’s coffee. 

All in all the day was very well attended and 

fun was had by young and old! 

Ferry Trip  

At the end of April, fifty-three people enjoyed 

a lovely ferry trip. Some travelled by bus and 

others made their own way to Gem Pier 

Williamstown. We were welcomed aboard the 

“The John Batman” by the Captain, a sea 

faring Labrador and the rest of the crew.   

We all took along a feast to be sure, as us land 

lubbers do so well. It was quite a beautiful 

older ferry with plenty of atmosphere. Pirate 

Dell joined us to entertain the younger 

passengers.   

Up anchor was the call as we sailed away to 

observe the docklands, admiring all the 

beautiful boats and city lights along the way. 

We watched a huge container ship being 

carefully manoeuvred into its docking space, 

and then sailed under the Westgate Bridge.  

Wes was aboard to play and sing to us on the 

top deck under the stars with lights all around 

us. it wasn’t long before we had quite a chorus 

singing along.   

With conversations in full swing and tummies 

satisfied we made our way slowly back to 

Williamstown and home on the bus.  

Rob Gordon 

Rob Gordon visited Strathewen on Thursday 

22
nd

 March 2012 and was very well received.  

He joined us for the BBQ and then talked 

about the various feelings and concerns we 

may have at this stage of our recovery.  It was 

good to see some new faces with us on this 

evening and we had quite an interesting 

question and answer session. 
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Red Cross Outreach  

The Red Cross conducted outreach visits in 

Strathewen between the14
th
-16

th
 April. Where 

people requested assistance, the Red Cross 

will forward referrals on to the relevant service 

or agency.  

Movie Tickets 

SCRA movie tickets were recently offered to 

our community and were very popular.  More 

will be offered for the next school holidays. 

Seniors Lunch 

Another Seniors Luncheon was held at Wellers 

Restaurant on Wednesday 3
rd

 May at 12:00 

noon. We enjoyed lunch and then gathered 

stories and recollections for the Big Stories 

project. Old photos, memorabilia and 

Strathewen memories were shared, and the 

lunch was a great success. 

Environment  

Equipment available for loan to the 

Strathewen community 

Box trailer - a small box trailer is available. 

Contact Eric on 0423 263 003 

Fencing trailer - fully equipped. Contact 

Malcolm on 0427 356 803  

Wood splitter - donated to the Strathewen 

Community by Diamond Creek Rotary. 

Contact Malcolm on 0427 356 803 

New spray unit is a Quick Corp 9TBE which 

can be mounted on your own vehicle or 

Strathewen's tandem trailer. Check it out at 

http://www.quikspray.biz Contact Eric on 

0423 263 003 

Old trailer mounted spray unit - 300 litres / 

40 metre hose. Contact Eric on 0423 263 003 

Solo Backpack sprayers (3) - for people who 

have their weeds controlled to the level of spot 

spraying. Contact Steve on 0407 326 770 

Petrol auger for planting. Contact Steve on 

0423 263 003 

Equipment trailer - Thanks to Friends 

of Warrandyte State Park we have a new 

equipment trailer which is now fully equipped. 

Contact Steve on 0407 326 770  

Agricultural Chemical Users Permit 

We still have funds to subsidise community 

members who want to complete this course. 

Classes held at the NMIT Epping Campus and 

Yan Yean farm training centre. Courses dates 

for 2012 are: 

Saturday 14 July & 

Sunday 15 July, 2012 

Yan 

Yean 

Farm 

9am - 

5pm 

Thursday 19 July & 

Friday 20 July, 2012 

Yan 

Yean 

Farm 

9am - 

5pm 

Thursday 8 November & 

Friday 9 November, 2012  

Yan 

Yean 

Farm 

9am - 

5pm 

Contact scra@tpg.com.au to arrange payment 

of the course fee. 

Books to help you identify those plants and 

weeds 

After our weed walk it was agreed some 

reference books for people to have in their 

own homes would be a good idea. There were 

3 recommended: 

1. Weeds of the South-East  An 

Identification Guide for Australia 

Second Edition FJ Richardson, RG 

Richardson, RCH Shepherd     Colour 

illustrations 546 pages   Publisher: RG and 

FJ Richardson Paperback - August 2011 

ISBN: 9780980388534 - Price $79.95  

2. Native Trees and Shrubs of South-

Eastern Australia Leon Costermans   432 

pages Publisher: New Holland     Paperback 

– 2009  ISBN: 9781877069703 - Price 

$45.00. 

3. Flora of Melbourne 3rd enlarged edition 

Compiled by Australian Plants Society 

Maroondah  Published in 2001 by Hyland 

House, b&w with colour plates, soft cover, 

393 pages. ISBN 1864470852 or ISBN 

http://www.quikspray.biz/
mailto:scra@tpg.com.au
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9781864470857   Price $A54.95 plus $A12 

postage within Australia 

It is proposed that we will provide a rebate of 

the 50% of the cost. Contact scra@tpg.com.au 

or Kylee on 9714 8292 if you are interested in 

participating in this offer for all or one of the 

books above. 

 

Volunteers 

National volunteer week runs from 14/20 May, 

marking the remarkable contribution that 

voluntary service makes to Australian society. 

We have been very blessed with the volunteers 

who have supported our community over the 

last three years, and we salute them all. 

We have also generated a remarkable level of 

volunteering from within our own community 

– all the contributors to the various 

Community Association committees, including 

residents’ support, who have been at the 

epicentre of community events that have 

allowed us all to draw strength from one 

another; the Hall Committee who have 

progressed the rebuilding of the Hall to its 

current exciting stage; the recreation ground 

management group, who have successfully 

commissioned the new facility;  the CFA who 

continue to raise awareness of the emergency 

response needs of Strathewen; and LandCare 

with their efforts to assist landholders to 

combat erosion and weed infestation. 

Thank you all. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Memorial Update 

The construction of the Memorial is 

progressing well.  Most of the ‘hard’ elements 

(concrete and stone) are in place.  Installation 

of metal elements, soft paving and garden 

elements will occur next, to be followed by 

construction of pathways and rehabilitation of 

site.   

Once the memorial construction is finished, 

we intend to establish a period of some weeks 

exclusively for bereaved families to visit and 

engage with the Memorial in their own time 

and in their own way.  The Memorial is 

already a powerfully emotional place and we 

wish to ensure that bereaved families have the 

appropriate time and space for their first 

interaction with the Memorial. 

 Following this exclusive period, we plan to 

hold a community ‘welcoming’ to the 

Memorial. This is likely to take the form of 

weekend afternoon tea at the Recreation 

Reserve Pavilion, with some simple words of 

recognition and appreciation, and an invitation 

to our community to visit the Memorial in 

their own time. 

 The formal dedication of the Memorial is 

being planned for late September this year. 
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