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Seasons greetings
It was wonderful to see such a big turnout at
the community Christmas dinner on Thursday
evening, with Santa Claus arriving right on
cue, creating excitement all around.

The talented young Barbershop Quartet was
well received, and the caterers did well to feed
a much larger turnout than was originally
expected.

The Residents' Support Group members have
shown yet again how talented they are at
providing us all with the opportunity to meet
and enjoy each other’s company.

Three pieces of welcome news as we approach
the holidays:

The Strathewen Memorial project has
progressed to a stage where contracts are being
placed, and work should commence in
February 2012 - congratulations to all
concerned in maintaining the momentum.

The Strathewen Hall is now more than one-
third complete, with ground works complete,
the slab poured and the structure beginning to
be erected – the project is on schedule for
completion by mid-2012.

The Darley pasture improvement grant has
now been received, and those who applied for
support to help improve their pastures will be
sent a letter next week explaining how the
assistance can be accessed.

The SCRA Committee wish everyone a safe
and restful Christmas period, and best wishes
for the New Year.

Third Anniversary of the 2009
Bushfires

The third anniversary of the 2009 bushfires
will be held on Sunday 5th February at the
Strathewen Recreation Reserve at 10am. This
will be a low key event compared to previous
anniversaries.

A short ceremony is planned at the proposed
site of the Strathewen Memorial, which is
likely to include a turning of the sod to mark
the memorial’s beginnings.

Attendees will be asked to bring a plate to
share for morning tea, which will be held in
the pavilion following the formalities.  More
details will follow in the New Year, and your
ideas would be welcome.

2012
The Residents' Support Group has a budget for
2012 community activities. We are seeking
some suggestions and ideas from you
regarding the type of activities people would
be interested in attending in 2012.

It has been some time since our first survey
and you may have new ideas or want to
comment on the community activities that you
would like to see continue or that no longer
meet the community’s needs.

Contact Diana on 0413 991499 or at
violetglen@optusnet.com.au any of the
Residents’ Support Group members; Mary
Avola , Barb Joyce, Georgina Robertson
Stecher, Alison Pascoe and Karina Chapman.

The Blacksmiths’ Tree – an update
Earlier this month, a team of volunteers spent
a day together in Cottles Bridge to sort through
over 1500 sponsored leaves for the
Blacksmiths’ Tree; this is the final stage of
organization before the main assembly of the
Tree. Leaves with the names of individual
family members were grouped together to be
included on the same branch.

Many thanks to the wonderful helpers who
stayed late into the night to make sure each
leaf was accounted for and to Jeff and Jenny,
who hosted the event at Hildebrand Ridge
Winery.
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The next step is for Doug, the Head
Blacksmith, to select groups of leaves to attach
to the forged twigs and branches and pass
them on to welders to weld together in the
New Year.

The Community Enterprise Foundation, the
philanthropic arm of the Bendigo Bank has
generously donated $25,000 to fund the
stainless steel for the tree trunk, which is
booked in for forging at Overall Forge in
Albury in March 2012.

At the recent Blacksmiths’ Tree Project AGM,
Project Manager Amanda Gibson spoke to the
directors and shareholders about the Tree
Project and the importance of their donation to
the success of the project.

If you’d like to stay up to date with the
creation of the Tree, join the Blacksmiths’
Tree Facebook page: Black Saturday - The
Tree Project.

Then The Wind Changed –
International Premiere in
Amsterdam
Thanks to everyone in the community who
participated in and contributed to my
documentary film about the recovery process
after Black Saturday “Then The Wind
Changed”.

The film’s official launch at ACMI, Federation
Square in September was a memorable night
and a good opportunity for many of us to
acknowledge both the struggles and the
achievements of recovery.

Soon after the Melbourne premiere, I was
advised that the film had been selected to
screen in a very prestigious international
documentary film festival in Amsterdam,
IDFA (www.idfa.nl). I was an invited guest of
the festival and was fortunate to be
accompanied by my leading man, Dominic
Bourke.

The film screened 4 times during the festival
to film professionals from around the world
and also to a keen Dutch audience.

The universal response to the film was positive
in the Q&A sessions that followed the
screenings. People from New York to

Stockholm commented on how moved they
were by the story, by the community within
Strathewen and by the many initiatives that
individuals had taken to create something
beautiful and binding from a starting point of
despair.

Hearing the birds of Strathewen and seeing my
many friends and neighbours on a big screen
in an historic art deco cinema in the heart of
Amsterdam was an unusual but deeply
rewarding experience. We also had the chance
to see some amazing films and meet
extraordinary people from around the globe.

For those who were not able to attend the
film’s Melbourne Premiere, I am currently
discussing with St Andrews cinema the
possibility of using their new facilities for a
local screening.

The film is also set to screen on ABC TV
some time early in 2012. I will let everyone
know once the ABC have set a screening date.
After the TV screening, DVDs of the film will
also be available.

You can find out more about the film at
www.thenthewindchanged.com.

Celeste Geer

Puddings
It was great to see the many ladies who came
to make Christmas puddings late in November.

Both sessions were well attended and there
was lots of chatter and laughter amongst the
chopping and stirring.

Thanks to Agnes Perry who led the two
sessions and to Mary and Diana for shopping
and preparation.

A big thanks also to Lois and Carole Stubley
who were valuable helpers on the day. The
proof will now be in the pudding.

Enjoy!
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Strathewen Landcare

Equipment available for loan to Landcare
Group Members:
 Trailer mounted spray unit (old version)
 Backpack Sprayers
 Weed burners

Equipment available for loan to all
Strathewen Residents:

 New vehicle/trailer mounted spray unit

Contact: Eric South  (0423 263 003 )
regarding spray units and Steve Pascoe
(0407 326 770) regarding backpack sprayers
and weed burners.

Farm Chemical Users Course

This course is held at NMIT in Yan Yean.
SCRA is able to fund the discounted course
fee for Strathewen residents who wish to
attend. Strathewen Landcare will keep
residents informed of upcoming courses.

Chainsaw course

Strathewen Landcare group is able to subsidise
the cost of attending an accredited chainsaw
course. Contact us for further details.

Nillumbik Shire Council Community Weed
Control Program

Nillumbik will subsidise the cost of using an
approved licensed contractor for control of
certain weeds. For further information phone
94333211.

Strathewen Landcare Group herbicide
subsidy

Strathewen Landcare Group applies for a grant
each year to provide members with a subsidy
on their herbicide purchases. The subsidy will
vary depending on demand however it has
typically been 75% of the purchase price in the
past.

Useful references:- www.strathewenlandcare.org.au- www.nillumbik.vic.gov.au- www.dse.vic.gov.au- www.dpi.vic.gov.au- www.weeds.org.au

Community BBQ Nights
BBQ Nights have recently been held at the
Rec Reserve Pavilion. The change of venue
has been to support the Milo Cricket sessions,
and make use of the space and facilities for
some sports activity for the children during
daylight saving time.

Camp Wyuna
Camp Wyuna went ahead on the 18th, 19th and
20th November despite lower numbers this
year.

Even though Saturday was very, very wet we
managed to enjoy the activities. The YMCA
staff ran some kid activities in the morning
while the adults spent time browsing and
shopping in Queenscliff.  In the afternoon we
took the ferry across to Sorrento and tried to
avoid the deluges of rain while hopping
between shops. Coffees and hot chocolate in a
dry room was the answer for many.  On the
return trip back to Queenscliff, we were
entertained on the ferry by Vin and his jokes.

There was a roast dinner to warm us up back at
the camp and an evening of conversation,
music and song followed.  Sunday the sun did
finally shine upon us. Time was spent on the
beach by some, others visited the Queenscliff
wharf and the farmers market. Then it was
back for lunch and onto the bus for the trip
home.

Those who went enjoyed each other’s
company and had a fun weekend.

Strathewen Disaster Relief Fund
The invitation to Strathewen residents to
propose ideas for how the Trust Fund money
might best be used to support individuals and
the community in the process of recovery
attracted a number of good ideas, some of
which will be pursued immediately using
sources of assistance that are already in place.

The Trustees will invite expressions of interest
from Strathewen residents for a range of
different support provisions early in the New
Year, which will be directed at providing
direct assistance  to those who have rebuilt and
are in the process of rebuilding.
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Representatives of St Vincent de Paul’s will
return to Strathewen in the New Year to
provide a confidential   outreach service to
members of the Strathewen community who
are most in need of help.

Sustainable Rebuilding Project Sub
Committee – important information
Only 23 bushfire rebuilding related residential
dwelling building permits have been finalised
in the Shire of Nillumbik to the end of October
2011. Many more dwellings were damaged or
destroyed in the fires of February 2009.

There are some forms of assistance available
to those looking to rebuild, that are likely to
change or be discontinued in the near future.

The following is a list of the items which
SCRA is aware of. This list is not
comprehensive.

1. Further Housing Assistance Grant

This grant is available from the Victorian
Bushfire Appeal Fund. It is intended to assist
with the reconstruction of new residences on
bushfire affected properties for those who lost
their primary place of residence, have not
commenced rebuilding, are not in permanent
accommodation and are experiencing financial
hardship.

The grant is for up to $20,000 to finalise
housing needs and obtain Certificate of
Occupancy.

We understand that this grant can still be
accessed on a case by case basis and that the
Fund is hoping to resolve cases by the end of
2012.

VBAF can be contacted on 1800 180 213.

2. Planning Consent in Lieu of Formal
Planning Permits

In 2009, the Victorian Government put in
place Amendment VC57 to the planning
scheme, which allowed for Planning Consent
to be obtained from the  local council for
rebuilding of dwellings, dependent persons
units, and buildings used for agriculture.

This is a simplified planning permit system,
and requires significantly less time and effort
to complete.

Planning Consent Applications will  continue
to be accepted until the 30 April 2013 (this has
been extended from 30 April 2012). After this
date, normal planning provisions will apply.

The Shire of Nillumbik is still offering
rebuilding meetings with landowners. These
are attended by a statutory planner, building
surveyor, public health officer and an
environmental planner, and can assist with
clarifying the planning process.

Further information regarding organising a
rebuilding meeting or the Planning Consent
process can be obtained from Planning
Services at the Shire of Nillumbik 03 9433-
3343

3. Building Permit Fee & Levy
Reimbursement

These reimbursement options relate to
Building Permit expenses already paid, and are
subject to certain eligibility criteria (eg. if your
insurance company paid for these expenses
you are not eligible).

a) Building Permit Fee Reimbursement
Programme

The Victorian Government introduced the
Building Permit Fee Reimbursement
Programme to encourage rebuilding of
bushfire affected properties.

The intent was to reimburse some or all of the
Building Permit fees associated with
rebuilding sheds, garages, and residences that
were lost in the fires of 2009. This also
included buildings used for small business,
where that business is the primary source of
income.

The owner of the property needs to be the
same as when the fires occurred.

The reimbursement is available for permit fees
paid, not to fees payable. A building permit
must have been applied for and paid for.
Building permits can be obtained from Private
Building Surveyors and the fee reimbursed.
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The Building Permit Fee Reimbursement
Programme will cease as at 31st December
2011. We understand that this program may be
extended, but this has not been confirmed.

The reimbursement programme includes the
following items:

- Lodgement Fees -
Report and Consent Fees -
Building Surveyor Fee component -
Site Plan Approval Fee -
Septic Tank Permit Fee

There are maximum amounts which can be
claimed.

Further information regarding the Building
Permit Fee Reimbursement Program can be
obtained from Local Government Victoria on
1300 493 792 or at
http://www.dpcd.vic.gov.au/localgovernment/
projects-and-programs/building-permit-fee-
reimbursement

b) Building Permit Levy Reimbursement

The Building Permit Levy is also
reimbursable, but as this is a statutory fee paid
by the building surveyor to the Building
Commission, and reimbursement is through
the Building Commission.

The Building Permit Levy Reimbursement
scheme has no announced date for ceasing, but
is likely to mirror the Building Permit Fee
Reimbursement Programme. We recommend
that applications be made before 31 December
2011.

Further information can be obtained from the
Building Commission on 1300 360 320 or at
http://www.buildingcommission.com.au/www/
html/2457-building-permit-fee-and-building-
permit-levy-reimbursement-for-bushfire-
affected-properties.asp

4. Owner Builder Applications

The Building Commission of Victoria have
been waiving Owner Builder Application fees
for those wishing to rebuild dwellings and
associated buildings lost in the 2009 fires. This
fee is $85.15

At this stage, the fee waiver will cease as at 31
December 2011.

Those wishing to build as owner builders
should contact the Building Commission on
1300 815 127 and ask for assistance regarding
Owner Builder Applications.

5. Temporary Accommodation Consent

The Victorian Government has previously
allowed for bushfire affected residents to live
in temporary accommodation (non permanent
units, caravans, sheds etc) provided they were
deemed safe and had sanitary facilities, water
etc.

Permitted temporary accommodation was to
expire on 31st March 2012. This has been
extended by one year and is now expected to
finish on 30th April 2013 (for existing
temporary accommodation facilities).

Temporary Accommodation enquiries can be
directed to the Shire of Nillumbik 9433 3111

6. Rebuilding Advisory Service

The Bushfire Recovery Unit has a number of
building advisors available to assists with
rebuilding issues. They have numerous
contacts and are highly experienced in the
issues of rebuilding in the bushfire areas.

This service is currently undergoing
restructuring.  If you are currently dealing with
the rebuilding advisors it is recommended that
they be contacted to ensure that any
outstanding items are finalised.

One of the current rebuilding advisors
handling Strathewen is Mr. Hank Leine and he
can be contacted on 0400 666 660.

Rebuilding advisors can be contacted through
the Bushfire Response Planning Unit
Department of Planning and Community
Development
Level 14, 1 Spring St, Melbourne 3000.

The advisors are based at: Rebuilding
Advisory Centre
2970 Kinglake - Heidleberg Road
Kinglake.

If you have any queries on these issues please
contact Karl Apted 0418 350 345 or Malcolm
Hackett 0427 356 803
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7. Equipment, books & magazines on loan
(from community centre)
 ‘Power-mate lite home energy meter

 ‘Your Home Technical Manual’ 4th
edition

 ‘Tricks of the Trade’ owner-builder
magazine

 ‘Water Not Down the Drain’

 ‘Renew’ and ‘Sanctuary’ magazine
subscriptions (both published by the
ATA – Alternative Technology
Association). Our membership also
entitles you to online access to all back
issues of both magazines

 The Complete Bushfire Safety Book by
Joan Webster

 Essential Bushfire Safety Tips by Joan
Webster

8. Group memberships – access to reviews &
free independent advice
 CHOICE online membership

 ATA (Alternative Technology
Association) membership

9. Personalised free advice for bushfire
effected residents
 Call Hank Leine from Kinglake Ranges

Rebuilding Advisory Centre and
Community Facility (RACCF) on (03)
5730 6101 or 0400 666 660
hank.leine@dpcd.vic.gov.au. He can
offer you support with all manner of
building and bushfire related queries.

10. Rebuild workshop notes, PowerPoint
presentations & audio recordings
 Resources from all workshops will be

available on the ATA website, the
BuildItBackGreen Website, the
Strathewen community website, and the
St Andrews community website.

11. Home energy efficiency assessments
(existing homes)
 Comprehensive home energy efficiency

assessments on offer:

 FREE for residents of Strathewen who
lost their homes

 ½ subsidised for residents of Strathewen
whose homes survived

12. Free installation of Standby Power
Saving switches (VEECS scheme)
 Available to all residents of VIC

13. Assistance for rebuilding homes
 We may be able to provide consulting

for you; enquire for more information.
Further information on these services
please contact
Lucinda Flynn of Strathewen & St. Andrews
Sustainable Rebuilding Project on 9718 0126
or 0434 546 881
Lucinda@goinggreensolutions.com.auor
Malcolm Hackett 0427 356 803


