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BLACK SATURDAY 8TH ANNIVERSARY COMMEMORATION

Tuesday 7th February 2017 marked 8 years since the Black Saturday Bushfire. Strathewen residents, past and 
present gathered at the Peter Avola Memorial Pavilion and Bushfire Memorial to reflect and remember. 

Malcolm Hackett welcomed everyone to the commemoration and commented on how the beautiful 
landscape of Strathewen was returning - something he thought he wouldn’t see for some time. The names 
of loved ones lost were read by Matthew Gravette and Barry Tully and students from Strathewen Primary 
School recited beautiful poetry which was written by them for this special time. A minutes silence was ob-
served. Those present were free to spend as much time at the Memorial site as needed before making their 
way back to the Peter Avola Memorial Pavilion for a light supper. 

Thank you to all residents, family members, friends, local CFA and Police representatives for attending our 
8th commemoration.

The recited poetry was written by Strathewen Primary School students in response to a visit to the Strathew-
en Community Memorial site. The children sat at the Memorial site, writing about their observations of na-
ture and expressing their feelings in an imaginative way. The poetry project was funded by the Strathewen 
Bushfire Relief Trust in order to facilitate the school’s participation in the 8th Anniversary of Black Saturday.
Barbara Joyce worked with the children and combined their poetry into a haiku style of running prose.



Leaves gently swaying
a morning breeze blew me
straight off the tree
the leaf lets go
dead leaves fall silently

I am standing here
a place to remember
listening to special sounds
softly speak the story
around town and
around the country

It is over
burnt trees are healing
from Black Saturday
lots of dead trees
all still standing
not giving up

A light breeze
birds sing in the distance
singing their bush song
hope for a new home
kookaburras laughing
for no good reason

Magical words
written down
everywhere I go
written in sadness and grief
dry grass cracks
when you step on it

Birds chirping
sitting on branches
ferns blowing in the wind
strong wind pulls
the lonely branch waits
to fall to the ground

Kangaroo bounces
through the bush
belonging to the bush
new flowers sprouting
a wombat waddles
through the long grass

Plaques with names
of those who have fallen
from six year old
to eighty four year old
we will remember them
grey skies blowing to the north

Written my Charlotte Adams, 
Cadence Baxter, Harry McLean 
and Noah Harrison.

BLACK SATURDAY 8TH ANNIVERSARY COMMEMORATION



STRATHEWEN COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS DINNER 2016

On Friday the 9th of December 2016, the Strathewen community gathered for their annual Community 
Christmas Dinner. It was a lovely warm night and we were treated to roasted meat and vegetables, salads 
and dessert.

Santa Claus dropped in on Arthurs Creek Tanker 3 to surprise the kids and give them all small Christmas pres-
ent.  Like always, everyone had a wonderful night.

Thank you to the SWAG group for their amazing efforts in arranging and preparing such a wonderful event 
and to the Strathewen Bushfire Relief Trust for making the evening possible.

GOUACHE PAINTING AT DUNMOOCHIN, ARTISTS RESIDENCE

On Saturday the 3rd of December 2016, Strathewen residents visited the beautiful artists colony ‘Dun-
moochin’ in Cottlesbridge for a 4 hour gouache painting class. 
The class consisted of a demonstration on how to work with gouache and a light lunch. All supplies were 
provided thanks to the Strathewen Bushfire Relief Trust.

Those who attended were able to select a comfortable spot amongst the beautiful landscape at Dun-
moochin for the duration of the class. The sun was shining and a wonderful day was had by everyone who 
attended. 

The Craft Group has some other activities and classes scheduled for the coming months. Have a look at the 
Strathewen Connect Calendar and follow the Strathewen Connect Facebook page for updates.



STRATHEWEN LANDCARE GROUP

Nillumbik Council Support to Landowners
On Monday 27th March Strathewen Landcare Group has invited Tim O’Donnell, Land Management Officer 
at Nillumbik Shire, to present to Strathewen landowners on “How Nillumbik Shire Can Help You Manage Your 
Land/Property”.  Tim will provide information about the services and grants offered to residents by the Shire 
and other land management agencies. Tim’s information will be particularly valuable to newer residents, but 
also has much to offer those who have resided here for some time. It is open to all residents of Strathewen. 
We hope to see many take advantage of this evening and join us later for a cuppa! Bring a friend.

Invasive Weed Mapping and Control Project
Strathewen Landcare Group has called for expressions of interest from Landcare members wishing to map 
the spread of invasive weeds on their properties. This program is being carried out with grant funding from 
Port Philip and Westernport Catchment Management Authority.  The long term plan of SLG is to map the 
occurrence of priority invasive and other weeds in the Strathewen catchment over the next five years and 
provide property owners with expert advice and resources to manage these weeds. 
A highly experienced contractor will be engaged to map weed occurrences on nominated properties and 
provide mapping products and advice on weed management strategies and techniques to the landowners.  
Participating landowners will be asked to commit to undertaking weed management and provide reports on 
their progress.
SLG will collate the mapping information to develop a strategic management approach to the spread of in-
vasive weeds.  It is anticipated that the mapping project will be repeated at a suitable interval (perhaps five 
years) to track effectiveness of weed management across the catchment and identify any fresh outbreaks.

Further details about the project can be found on the website: www.strathewenlandcare.org.au,
or contact SLG via email: enquiries@strathewenlandcare.org.au or speak to a SLG Committee member:
    
    President:    Steve Pascoe 
    Vice President:    Ross Cardile 
    Treasurer:   Jo Dobson
    Secretary:   Carol Cardile
    Equipment:   Ross Cardile/ Malcolm Hackett
    Website:     Mandy Crane
    Corporate Secretary:  Kylee Woods

Please see the What’s On In Strathewen for General Meeting dates and times.

Further dates and activities will be announced following our first meeting for the year.

Priority Weed #1:
Serrated Tussock

Priority Weed #2:
Bridal Creeper

Priority Weed #3:
Chilean Needle Grass

Priority Weed #4:
Pattersons Curse



The cricket season continues to see many visiting teams with players and family members enjoying the facil-
ities at the Peter Avola Memorial Pavilion.

Towards the end of 2016, SRRA requested the council have a look at the long grass between the pavilion 
and the tennis courts, with a view to making access from the carpark to the pavilion safer.
This work has now been completed and the area has been cleaned up and provides a better viewing area 
for tennis matches.
The cleaned area also is less of a fire risk as the old grass was getting quite long.

STRATHEWEN RECREATION RESERVE ASSOCIATION

Dear Community,
This is an open letter to all members of the Arthurs Creek and Strathewen Community. Arthurs Creek 
Strathewen Rural Fire Brigad has a 75 year history of protecting not only our community but also helping 
to protect the wider community too. We have stations both at Arthurs Creek and Strathewen where we 
house our three fire trucks and a 4WD Toyota Hilux Ute.

WE NEED YOU.

ARTHURS CREEK / STRATHEWEN RURAL FIRE BRIGADE

The brigade is now running a recruitment drive as we need new members. The only requirements are 
that you are 16 years of age and both men and women are more than welcome to join. As new mem-
bers you would be required to complete a Minimum Skills course run by our local brgade and participate 
in training nights, Sunday rosters and bi-monthly meetings where possible. 

In exchange we can assist you in learning some of the skills required for living in our local environment. 
We can provide training in:
•  4WD driver training
•  Driving large vehicles
•  Starting and operating pumps
•  Safe use of chainsaws
•  Using hoses to extinguish fires
•  Environmental factors thagt influence fire behaviour
•  Fire behaviour
•  Level 2 First Aid

All these skills can be accomplished by any members of the community. Communities only thrive if they 
join and one and it’s a great way to get to know one another. 
Please consider joining the brigade. You are most welcome to drop in for a chat with the members and 
have a look around on Sundays at 9am when rostered are conducted.
You can also contact Andrew Alford on 0419 373 013 or email secretary@arthurscreekcfa.org.au.



The last big event for the 2016 year that was held at the Hall was the Strathewen P.S. concert. 
As usual it was a raging success and it was great to see the hall lit up and full of local families. 
The Strathewen Hall is currently the regular meeting place for the Bushfire Relief Company, Strathewen Land 
Care, Strathewen Wellbeing and Activities Group and the Art/Craft Group. As well as meeting at the hall, 
these groups organise community activities using the hall as a venue so keep a look out for these in the future. 
The Strathewen Hall Committee meets on the second Tuesday of the month. 
New Sign
A large wooden sign at the gateway to the hall is now completed and available to advertise community 
events. 
Main project for 2017
After a visit and report from an acoustics specialist the committee is looking to reduce noise in the hall. A 
staged plan will be implemented where the effectiveness of each stage is evaluated. This was put to the AGM 
in November 2016 where it was agreed that the plan should go ahead.
Membership
Another aim for the year is to improve our Strathewen Hall Association membership numbers. 
The hall was originally built by Strathewen residents for community use and it is with pride that the hall contin-
ues to be community owned. Consequently it requires the support of residents to keep it maintained and an 
active part of Strathewen life.
We would like all people who live in Strathewen to join the Hall Association. Please lend your support. Member-
ship is $10.00 and payment can be made via our Treasurer Eric South etsouth@tpg.com.au. 

For hall bookings please call Karl Apted on 0418 350 345.
Visit the Strathewen Hall website: www.strathewenhall.com
Strathewen Hall Committee

STRATHEWEN PUBLIC HALL

The Craft Group has been meeting at the new Hall on a regular basis since it was opened in 2012.
We have learned and shared craft skills, including wet and dry felting, knitting, drawing, painting, clay model-
ling, mosaicing birdbaths, bird houses, plant pots and tables, making scarecrows, and Christmas decorations.
We have been on outings to galleries and craft exhibitions and have enjoyed various workshops with craft en-
thusiasts.
We would very much like to welcome more members of the community to come along and make use of the 
excellent art and craft facilities at the Hall, and we are currently looking at changing our days to times which 
will suit those who are interested.

Please contact Kathy Brown on 0407 510 411 if you would like to learn more about the Strathewen Arts and 
Crafts Social Group or have any ideas for projects you would like to be involved with.

STRATHEWEN ARTS AND CRAFTS SOCIAL GROUP



There is still a month of day-light savings left to get down to the Strathewen tennis courts and have a quick social 
hit after dinner! The courts have score boards so you can get a little serious if you feel competitive!
The Strathewen tennis club is looking for new members of all ages to join - even as a Social Member.
Joining as a Social Member means whilst you have access to the twin courts, you are also covered for insurance 
purposes. 
The Strathewen tennis courts are managed by the community and run by a small committee of volunteers. You 
can follow their activities and events on their Facebook page facebook.com.au/Strathewentennis or if you 
would like to have a chat with someone please call Karina Sharp on 0410 678 525 or email strathewentennis@
gmail.com.

TENNIS CLUB

We love experimenting with desserts and lemon is a flavour we are really enjoying at the moment. 
They are a really amazing food medicine with the ability to invigorate, strengthen, detox and alkalise the body 
and are packed with Vitamin C as well as other antioxidant phytochemicals. 

Lemon Coconut Tart
Ingredients 
1/2 cup plain flour or spelt
2/3 cup desiccated coconut 
1/2 cup rapadura or coconut sugar
3 eggs 
3/4 cup lemon juice
Grated rind of 2 lemons
3/4 cup milk of choice
125g butter

Serve Dust with icing sugar, top with passion-fruit or a scoop of yogurt. Enjoy!

P.S All of these dry ingredients are available via local business happytribeorganics.com.au.

AUTUMN RECIPE 
by Kate from Happy Tribe Organics

Method 
Preheat oven to 180 degrees
Combine all ingredients in a food processor and mix well. 
Spoon into a greased and/or lined pie dish and bake for 
75 min or until golden brown. 
Oven times may vary.



On Wednesday 21st December 2016, Strathewen families were treated to a day out at Funfields in 
Whittlesea! It was a beautiful day, everyone having a ride and a splash. 
The bus arrived at Funfields in the morning full of Strathewen residents, everyone brought their own 
BBQ or picnic and enjoyed a wonderful day.
Thank you to the SWAG group for organising this excursion and the to Strathewen Bushfire Relief Trust 
for making the day possible.

FUNFIELDS DAY!

CONNECT STRATHEWEN BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Strathewen is home to many small and home-based businesses. Contact us if you would like to be listed in the 
Connect Directory and spread the word about your business to the Strathewen community.

SUGAR LOAF PRODUCE
facebook.com/SugarloafProduce

HAPPY TRIBE ORGANICS
www.happytribeorganics.com.au

ZAC KING LANDSCAPES
0402 871 586
zackinglandscapes.com.au

J SHARP PAVING & LANDSCAPING
0414 812 572
Find us on Facebook.

THE ETHICAL FUNDRASIING NETWORK
www.ethicalfundraisingnetwork.com

THE FAIR & JUST COLLECTIVE - FAIRTRADE FOR KIDS
www.fairandjustcollective.org


