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Building under way

Work commenced on the building of the new
Strathewen Hall at the end of August 2011;
good progress has been made with the
extensive earthworks required to accommodate
the new building, barbecue area and car
parking on an extended site.

Keith Miller & Sons are undertaking the
construction of the building designed by Ross
Henry Architects, and plan to complete all the
works by June 2012.

Strathewen is one of the few communities to
have been entrusted with managing its own
building project. George and Karl Apted have
generously contributed their time and expertise
in pursuing planning consents and confirming
the engineering integrity of the project. Kerry
Uden is overseeing the project accounting.

The Hall Committee and its Building Sub-
committee are currently finalising the internal
finish for the new Hall, in conjunction with
Ross Henry.

A small ceremony was held at the Hall site on
Sunday 25 September 2011 to mark the
‘turning of the first soil’, when Hall
Association President Karl Apted used a
specially engraved mallet to drive in a
strategically placed marking post.

Memorials Writing Workshop

The Strathewen Community Bushfire
Memorial design provides opportunities for
community members to contribute words
which will be crafted into a ‘running dialogue’
and engraved into the memorial paving.

If you are struggling to find the right words for
this project (or even if you aren’t), we have
planned a writing workshop. The idea is to

work with community members to create a
running dialogue as a group. It is often easier
to write with others, thereby taking the
pressure of individual shoulders.

This workshop is especially designed for those
that have not contributed yet, but for those that
have, you are also most welcome. You might
be able to assist us in guiding both the process
and outcome.

Writing Workshop

Sunday 9th October

Art Classes

Art Classes with Rosemary at the Strathewen
Pavillion every Wednesday from 12 Oct – 30
Nov (8 weeks).

Two times available 12:30-3pm and 7-9:30pm.
Only a couple more positions available but
also taking expressions of interest for next
year.

These classes are for novice and experienced
artists alike, with the intention to develop
individual style and covering a range of
different mediums.

Please call Rosemary on 0404 170 765 for
enrolment and more information.

Writing Workshop
Sunday 9th October
1pm – 4pm (with a break in the middle).
Strathewen Community Centre
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Camp Wyuna – Queenscliffe 18th,
19th, & 20th November,2011

Yes folks we are off to camp once again.
Come along and join in the fun of this
weekend with us. Those who went last year
thoroughly enjoyed themselves.  Get your
booking in to Mary 0418 315 810 or Diana
0413 991 499.

Strathewen Community Fire Safety
Plan

The Working Group is continuing to work on
the framework and content for the Strathewen
Community Fire Safety Plan.

Two workshops were conducted recently and
although the attendance was lower than hoped
for, the feedback from those who attended
was helpful and encouraging.

The next phase for the Working Group is to
focus on the main topics as identified thus far
by the Working Group;

 Understanding fire behaviour and
associated risks

 Effective preparations for individuals,
families and the community

 Safer places and places of last resort in
Strathewen

 Communications in an emergency
(including warnings)

 Response and recovery systems
 Management of vegetation and fuel

loads (including roadsides)
Main topic working “teams” are to be formed
with the aim of further expanding on these
points and identifying the key issues within
each one and then developing a range of
strategies and or actions.

The first of these teams, led by Malcolm
Hackett and Peter McLennan will focus on
Management of Vegetation and Fuel Loads
(including roadsides). We are very keen for the
broader community to be involved and would
value your contribution towards the

development of our strategies and community
plans.

Anyone interested in this (or any of the above-
mentioned topics) should contact Malcolm
Hackett on 0427 356803.

In addition to kicking-off the Main Topic
working teams, the Working Group plan to
contact each of the existing community groups
(cricket club, tennis club, hall committee,
school council, etc) with the aim of gaining a
better understanding of issues that these
groups need to consider in the face of an
emergency and to offer support with the
development of safety plans and procedures.

If you have received help from
Mitcham Parish volunteers,  come for
lunch and say thank you.

A lunch is being held on 22nd October from
1pm at the Strathewen Pavilion to recognise
and celebrate the wonderful volunteers from St
John's Parish, Mitcham.

Volunteers and members of the community
will be treated to a spit roast lunch and
Council will present a certificate of
recognition to the Parish.

Residents are welcome to take this opportunity
to come and say hello to the folks from
Mitcham and acknowledge their contribution
to Strathewen with their working bees, fire
wood deliveries and delicious home baking.

RSVP's are essential for catering purposes - to
Emma Short
emma.short@nillumbik.vic.gov.au phone:
9433 3751.

Community Xmas Party

The last Community Dinner for the year will
be Thursday 15th December.  Please put this
date on your calendar.
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Community Dinner Nights

Soup nights have come to end now. Many
thanks to all those who made delicious soups
over winter. Community BBQ Nights begin on
Thursday 29th September. Meat and bread is
always supplied. Please bring a salad to share
if you can.

There will be a special Roast Night coming up
on Thursday 20th October and a BBQ Sport
Night at the Recreation Reserve Pavilion for
Thursday 17th November.  We hope to see you
there.

Ladies’ Discussion Group

These discussion groups are proving to be a
valuable and important part of recovery for
some of our ladies. Newcomers to the group
are always welcome.

The next meeting will be on the 10th October,
2011 at 7.00 pm .  The group normally meets
at the Community Centre every second
Monday of the month.

Please note a change of venue change for the
October meeting. The meeting will be at
Debbie Jenkinson’s home.

Seniors’ Luncheon

Another Seniors’ Luncheon will be held on
Wednesday 26th October, 2011. Mary will
provide details soon

Tutankhamun Exhibition – October
2nd, 2011.

Several families and interested Strathewen
residents are off to this wonderful exhibition,
to be amazed and enthralled, as they visit the
past in ancient Egypt.  On show will be
Tutankhamun’s golden canopic coffinette and
the crown found on his head when the tomb
was discovered.

Exercise and Relaxation Sessions

For six weeks on Monday afternoons starting
3rd October some Strathewen ladies will meet
for some exercise and relaxation. Exercise will
be walking or tennis. Relaxation will be hand
massage followed by listening to a relaxation
CD. Anyone is welcome to join us from
1.30pm-3pm at the Recreation Reserve
Pavilion.

Christmas Pudding making

We will be holding pudding making get-
togethers again on Tuesday 29th November.
Get your bowls and stirring arms ready.  We
will have a day session 1pm-3pm followed by
an evening session 7pm-9pm.

Community Centre Clean-up

Thanks to Debbie Jenkinson, Celeste Geer,
Matthew Gravette, Mary Avola, Diana
Robertson and Alison Pascoe for their efforts
in cleaning the Community Centre this month.

Thank you to Malcolm Hackett for cleaning
the BBQs and organising gas bottles.  Over
time gas bottles have gone missing. Please
return bottles if you have borrowed them.

Victorian Bushfire Appeal Fund
Tertiary Scholarships

Further grants of $ 15,000 p.a. are available to
eligible students to assist them to continue
with their undergraduate tertiary and
vocational education and training studies.
Further information at
www.education.vic.gov.au/scholarships (at
bottom of webpage).

Applications close 30 September 2011.
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Planning permit process to clear
regrowth following the 2009
Bushfires in previously cleared
paddocks with an ESO Overlay.

For rural properties that lie within a bushfire
affected area and have an Environmental
Significance Overlay (ESO), Nillumbik Shire
Council is implementing a fast-tracked, free
and relatively simple planning permit process
to enable landowners to restore specific
portions of their property back to legally
cleared paddocks.

In order to minimise administration it has been
decided that this process will be via a bulk
application process. Such permits will only be
granted in situations where:

1- It is undisputable that the land in
question was legally cleared and
productive pasture prior to the 2009
bushfires

2- Only vegetation that has regenerated
after February 2009 is being removed

3- All vegetation that pre-dates February
2009 is mapped as part of the planning
permit application and protected from
damage by grazing stock.

On sites that are not covered by an ESO,
regrowth can be removed without a planning
permit, provided that the land is not affected
by any other overlay controls or restrictions on
title, and the regrowth has naturally
established or regenerated on land lawfully
cleared of naturally established native
vegetation and the regrowth is less than 10
years old.

Where an ESO does exist, then there are no
exemptions for the removal of regrowth and
hence a planning permit is required. The State
Government, Department of Sustainability and
Environment (DSE) is responsible for
modification of this ESO overlay control.
Council is currently working with DSE to
finalise how this fast-track planning process
will work, but to get the ball rolling Council is

seeking expressions of interest from
landowners.

The bulk planning permit process will
involve three stages:

Stage 1
To register your interest in being part of this
bulk planning permit application process,
please contact Tim O’Donnell at Nillumbik
Council (9433 3207 or
tim.odonnell@nillumbik.vic.gov.au ).
Details required are simply:
o Your name and property address
o Contact details: Phone, e-mail address, and

postal address
o Approximate area of paddock that needs

regenerating, indigenous trees &/or shrubs
removed

Stage 2
The set of documents to be completed is on the
www.Strathewen.vic.au website, and those
required by Council include:
 a completed Planning Permit Application

Form
 a recent print out of the property title
 a marked up aerial photo (one from google

maps would do) showing the area of
regrowth to be removed and an indication
of the area in hectares

 a written explanation of how the regrowth
will be removed

These documents must be provided to Tim
O’Donnell by Friday 7 October 2011.

Stage 3
Permit applications will be assessed as soon as
practicable. In some instances site visits will
be required and in these cases Council will
contact landowners to arrange suitable meeting
times.

For landholders who miss this first bulk
application round, a second round will be
promoted with expressions of interest likely to
be required by late November 2011.
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Strathewen Cricket Club
– Milo Cricket for 5-10 year olds

Good news Milo In2Cricket will be running
for the first time this year at Strathewen
Reserve.

The program is for 5-10yr olds and will run 4
weeks prior to xmas from November to

December and 4 weeks after Xmas from
February to March.

The program will run on Thursday nights from
5pm . It will be half price for the first 2
seasons, approximately $20 per child for the
whole 8 weeks which also includes goodies.

This is a very exciting step for the Strathewen
community, if you have any interest or enqiry
please contact Tim Brocksopp at
tbrocksopp@gmail.com or phone or text 0411
434 203 or 97148721

Strathewen Recreation Reserve
Association

The pavilion at the Strathewen Recreation
Reserve hosted it's first private function on
Saturday September 17 when Marion
Oakley's son Owen celebrated his 21st
birthday.
A good night was had by all and according
to Marion, the pavilion was ideal for this
type of function.

The Strathewen Recreation Reserve
Association is working with various local
community groups to ensure the facility is
managed and utilised for the benefit of the
whole community. Part of our job is to
ensure that the building and tennis courts
are sustainable, maintained and look as
good as they do now over the coming
years.
After some research, the committee has
come up with some fees for using the

pavilion which we hope people find
reasonable. Full details are available from
the Association, but the basic structure for
local users is $25 per hour for day time
and weekday use and $250 (plus bond) for
Friday or Saturday night functions.
The Stathewen Recreation Reserve and
Pavilion is an asset for the whole
community, the fees are only charged so
we can maintain the viability of the facility
well into the future.

If anyone is interested making an enquiry
regarding the use of the pavilion, please
feel free to contact –

Phil Jones 0408 544652
or
Emma Short - 9433 3751 -
Emma.Short@nillumbik.vic.gov.au
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Funding Confirmation

The Victorian Bushfire Appeal Fund
(VBAF)  has confirmed that $260,000
has been allocated toward construction
of the Strathewen Bushfire Memorial.
This has taken some time to be
achieved and we owe this success to
the efforts of the Memorial Working
Group who presented an outstanding
proposal.   It is significant funding for
an important project.

Bendigo Bank Helps Strathewen

The Hurstbridge and Diamond Creek
Community, Bendigo Bank Branches have
confirmed that they will make funding

available from their bushfire funds, to
support two Strathewen projects. If you
are a Community Bank customer then
your banking has definitely helped our
community.

$80,000 has been provided to make up the
shortfall in Memorial funding to complete
the design as proposed.

$33,700 has been provided to assist with
the fit out of the Strathewen Public Hall.
This will provide a removable stage, basic
stage lighting, meeting room furniture,
equipment, tables and chairs.

Members of the Strathewen Hall
Association and Memorials Working
Group will attend a cheque presentation
at Bridges on Thursday 29th September.


