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Strathewen Bushfire Relief
Trust Fund

The Strathewen Bushfire Relief Trust
Fund has collected a total of just under
$ 400,000 in donations since the fires (see
interesting item on “where’s the money
going?” at the end of this newsletter).

The Trust’s mandate is to provide support
to organisations that are assisting people
with their recovery from the distressing
effects of the bushfires, to community
organisations that are supporting the
reconstruction of the Strathewen
community, and to individuals who are in
acute need of help to assist with their
recovery processes.

To date the community has enjoyed
generous support from the Victorian
Bushfire Appeal Fund (VBAF), and this is
continuing with a number of projects,
including the construction of the new
Public Hall. The Trustees have preferred to
utilise the VBAF money to support local
organisations and to reconstruct
community infrastructure. This has meant
the Trust money has been carefully
stewarded so that it can be used to assist
with meeting the community’s recovery
needs over the next three years.

The Trustees have recently agreed to
contract with a well known (and loved)
charitable agency that has deep experience
with identifying and relieving acute need
in the community. The charitable agency
will work on a confidential basis across
Strathewen to ensure that such needs are
properly met, and the Trust will fund their
work to an agreed extent.

The Trustees are liaising with the School’s
Board to ensure that any funds that are
earmarked for the school are used to
finance activities or capital works that are

important and cannot be funded in any
other way.

The Trustees are working to identify
potential sources of financial support for
the new Hall, given that the VBAF
construction money will not necessarily
extend to a complete fit-out of the new
Hall.

The next three years are likely to see the
emergence of unanticipated community
needs. For example, the Safer Strathewen
group may recommend further investment
in community infrastructure or the
Resident Support group may identify new
activities not covered by their VBAF
funding.

Please feel free to speak with Malcolm
Hackett, Bronwyn South or David Brown
at any time about the Trust Fund and how
it might best work to reconstruct
Strathewen and to assist people with their
recovery processes.

Telling Our Stories

Thanks to those who expressed interest in
participating in the Telling Our Stories
video project outlined in the last
newsletter. We are currently working out
how best to run the project in light of the
information received in the returned
questionnaires. We look forward to
providing you with more details on the
running of the project in the near future.

Camp Wyuna

Given the success of last year’s Family
Camp, we have booked Camp Wyuna
again. The 2011 camp will be held on the
weekend 18th-20th November. Please make
a note of this on your calendar. With a bit
of luck these dates should provide us with
some warmer beach weather.
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Family Fun Day 2011 –
Strathewen Oval

What a great day we all had.  Coach
Michael entertained the children with lots
of games, not to mention a tug of war. Not
sure which side won but there was lots of
laughter and screaming.

Highlight of the games, I am sure, was
coach Michael playing catch me if you can
- a very fit man running a great distance
until he was eventually surrounded by the
children and almost knocked to the
ground. All the children proudly wore their
special Strathewen medals.

Tennis coaches were on hand and gave
some useful pointers on serving and
everyone wanted to know just how fast
they could serve according to the radar.
The adults hit up in the morning with some
good players and those who needed a little
more help got it. It did however become
apparent that we have some very
competitive folk with some very good
skills. Wes now you know what it feels
like to be beaten!

A croquet game was also available for the
more sedate amongst us.  Barbara and
Shane showed the players how it was
done. It seemed pretty civilised until the
last part where your aim was to crack the
opponent’s ball as far away from the hoops
with your mallet and try to get the upper
hand.

We also had a fun filled game of cricket. It
was a come one, come all sort of game
where you did not go out on the first catch,
or the first run out, which made it a little
more fun. Our wicket keeper was in fine
form lurching and diving for the ball while
Rosemary was hitting too many great shots
and refusing to go out when caught a
couple of times.  Mary needed a runner
and Dom being a chivalrous sort of person
offered.  Dom by the way, was the find of
the day.  He could play croquet brilliantly,
he could hit, catch and bowl a ball not to

mention his speed when running between
wickets.

Face painting, art and craft, beading and
weaving, clay modelling and Mini Golf
were all available and enjoyed by those
taking part.  Red the Clown with his
balloons and magic tricks was a hit as
always. The kids had a great time.

It was also heart warming to see quite a
number of young Strathewen residents
who had moved out of the area, come
along and catch up with their friends.

The Cricket Club cooked and served a
delicious BBQ lunch. Dini and Turid
looked after the snow cone and popcorn
machines. Wendy was there with great
coffee and hot chocolate. Diana was our
roving stills photographer and Celeste and
the filming crew were also there to capture
the fun.

To those who helped on the day with the
set up and clean up and anything else we
have forgotten, our thanks.

Finally, a big thank you to Georgina for
being the organizer and driving force
behind this event.  Now go rest and have
that baby.

Pamper Day

Arrangements are currently being made to
organise another Ladies Pamper Day. We
are hoping that this will take place late in
April or early May. Watch out for more
information soon.

Programs for families with young
children

Narelle Hart is from Family and Children’s
Services Nillumbik Shire Council.  She
will be attending the BBQ night on 7th

April to speak to us about proposed
programs for families with young children.
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Your Health - Bushfire Recovery
Wellness Vouchers Program

This is a reminder to everyone to make
sure they access these vouchers.  There is a
time limit. The program runs from 14th Feb
to 10th August. Vouchers need to be used
during this period.

People directly affected by the 2009
bushfires are able to access four vouchers.
Each voucher is a $50 contribution
towards a session of treatment with a
eligible treatment provider. Details can be
found at
www.dhs.vic.gov.au/bushfireappeal/wellne
ssvouchers or by calling 1800 180 213

Clean-up Thank you

Every so often the Community Centre
needs a clean-up. As you would know it
isn’t the best job in the world but many
hands did make for lighter work. The
following troopers Karina Sharpe, Bron
Sparkes, Dom Burke, Mark Hamment,
Alison Pascoe, Dini Shepherd, Wendy
Robinson, Diana and Mary and gave up a
morning to clean and reorganise things at
the centre. Thank you for your time and
work on everyone’s behalf.

Craft Nights

These are usually on a Friday night at Barb
Joyce’s house. Materials to try new crafts
are provided or bring something along that
you are working on. Watch out for Barb’s
text message that lets you know it is on
that week.

International Women’s Day at
Lavers Hill

Mary and Diana attended the IWD
function at Lavers Hill as guest speakers
on 19th March 2011. Mary spoke about the
work of women in the Strathewen
Recovery and Diana spoke specifically
about the Letterbox Program.

It was a great night with us noting many
similarities between our small
communities. Ninety women attended
from all around the Otways.

Strathewen women need to know that
Mary did you all proud through sharing
many of the contributions that you have
made and that you continue to make.
When it all boils down we have many
amongst us with varied and excellent
skills.

We took along a couple of letterboxes and
about half a dozen chooks to add to the
atmosphere. They were all a big hit with
the girls down there and it looks like
another brood of chooks may be
developing in the Otways!

Memorials Update

The call for Expressions of Interest (EOIs)
for the Design and Implementation of the
Strathewen Community Bushfire
Memorial resulted in 23 EOIs from
landscapers, architects and artists, an
outstanding result.  The Memorials
Working Group considered all EOIs and,
though very challenging, selected four
preferred designers.

These four designers have been
commissioned to provide design concepts
suitable for community and stakeholder
consultation based on the EOI documents
and a Design Brief.  These bring together
all the information gathered from our
community about the need for memorials,
themes and components.

The Memorials Working Group met with
four designers at the memorials site
(recreation reserve, north of the pavilion),
discussing the significance of the
memorial and walking the site.

Design concepts will be submitted by 15th

April 2011, followed by consultation with
community and key stakeholders.  Based
on all feedback, the Memorials Working
Group will make recommendations to
SCRA for a final decision to be made by
the middle of May.
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It is hoped that the successful designer will
be contracted by the end of May for
immediate start.  The project includes all
design, land use permits, site preparation
and construction and is hoped to be
completed by the end of the year.

It is intended that the Memorial be
officially opened on the third anniversary
of the fires.

Community Consultation Event

On Sunday 1st May (1 – 4pm), the
Memorials Working Group will be
offering an opportunity for all community
members to view and comment on the
four submitted designs.  This event will be
held at the Recreation Reserve pavilion
and will also allow community members
the chance to walk around the proposed
site and discuss the memorial with
members of the Working Group.

As Chair of the Memorials Working
Group, I would like to thank the
community representatives on the Working
Group, Barbara Joyce, Paul Evans and
Mary Avola, for their commitment and
hard work.

The discussions and considerations
involved in this important project are often
personally challenging and the
contribution of these community members
is greatly appreciated.  I would also like to
thank Council staff, Kirsten Jenkins, Irene
Pagram and recently Emma Short, for their
understanding support and professional
advice and John Richardson from Red
Cross for his experience, and sage advice.

More information on the memorials
process and outcomes can be found on the
Strathewen website or by contacting the
community members of the Working
Group: Steve Pascoe 0407 326 770,
Barbara Joyce 0435 027 780, Paul Evans
0439 888 709.

Strathewen LandcareAnnual General MeetingMonday 4th April, 7.30pmStrathewen Community CentreAll Welcome
Environment

The Natural Environment Working Group
is nearing the end of its Bushfire Recovery
funding and we are looking to the future.

The Nillumbik Shire Council Land
Management team, together with Landcare
and the Community Association will
continue to deliver support to residents.

It is hoped that the inter-agency
co-operation that has been the strength of
this group can be carried forward to a
Nillumbik Landcare network that includes
all Landcare groups in the Shire.

There is still plenty happening:

Pasture management plans are in the
process of being developed, and our
retained agronomist will complete
advisory visits to properties in Strathewen
over the next couple of weeks. Contact
Tim on 9433 3207 if you want to know
more.

Rabbit control programme participants
are receiving visits from retained
contractors in readiness for the control
programmes in April. Contact Kirraly on
9433 3328 if you want to be involved.

Erosion projects are scheduled through
until the end of May, subject to limits on
contractor availability, so patience is
necessary.

Stringy Bark Nursery is up and running,
and we will keep you informed about
working bees.
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Community Environment Recovery
Action Plan

a) Neighbourhood property visits

Prior to the community workshops in May,
the project consultants are offering to meet
groups of neighbours on site to have
specific discussions about joint
neighbourhood land management issues,
priorities and practices.

The consultants have years of land
management experience, and this is a great
opportunity for residents to obtain free
technical advice and solutions on how best
to manage the immediate neighbourhood.

To arrange a neighbourhood property visit,
please coordinate a group of your
neighbours (at least 3 properties);
nominate a property to be used as a
meeting place, schedule a meeting in
March or April, and contact:

Darrel Brewin, EnPlan 0417 185 071 or
5261 5229 e-mail: dbrewin@pacific.net.au

Please be prepared to discuss joint land
management issues that are important to
your neighbourhood.

b) Literature Review

The consultants wish to advise that the
draft Literature Review is now available
for comment. Copies are on
www.strathewen.vic.au and
www.strathewenlandcare.org.au

Community Workshops will be conducted
at the Strathewen Community Centre:

Workshop 1 – Tell us what is important to
you - 4th May 6pm

Workshop 2 – Tell us what changes are
needed to the draft plans – 29th May 1pm

Agricultural Chemical Users Course –
residents are being funded to attend this
course. The first course starts this
Thursday but you still have a chance to
attend the course on July 21/22 or

November 10/11. Contact Manieka on
9433 3725

Chainsaw Course – Strathewen Landcare
will fund members to do this course which
we hope will be in early June. Contact
Kylee on 9714 8292

Other activities – contact Kirraly on 9433
3328 to confirm location details.

- Field Day with Melbourne Water at
St Andrews; Sunday 10 April

- Maintaining Dams  Sat 7 May
- Shelterbelt workshop at

Strathewen;  Sunday 22 May
- Property Management Planning

Day; Saturday 28 May

Victorian Bushfire Appeal Fund
Scholarships Program extended

Tertiary and TAFE students who were
directly affected by the 2009 Victorian
bushfires can now apply for financial
assistance to continue their undergraduate
tertiary or vocational education and
training studies under the latest round of
the Victorian Bushfire Appeal Fund
(VBAF) Scholarship Program.

The VBAF Scholarship Program will
provide further grants of $15,000 per year
to eligible students to help them to
continue with their studies.

The scholarships support young people
undertaking an undergraduate course of
tertiary or vocational education and
training – who are suffering financial
hardship as a result of the 2009 bushfires –
by assisting with educational and other
costs.

Scholarships will be provided for the
duration of the course of study regardless
of the length of the course, subject to
satisfactory progress.

Students may be eligible if they:

 are currently undertaking an
undergraduate tertiary or TAFE
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course in a Victorian educational
institution;

 were directly affected financially
by the 2009 Victorian bushfires,
are enrolled in an undergraduate
tertiary or vocational education
course in 2011 and whose families
are continuing to experience
financial hardship as a result of the
fires; and,

 have not already received a VBAF
Scholarship.

Applications open Monday, 7 March, 2011,
and close on Friday, 30 September, 2011.
Applications received after 30 June 2011 will
not be eligible for semester one funding.

Payments will not be retrospective. For
further information and online application
go to
www.education.vic.gov.au/scholarships/.
If you would like any assistance with your
application you can contact Manieka at
scra@tpg.com.au or call 9433 3725.

Support to business

Over the past few months, the Nillumbik
Bushfire Business Recovery Network
Committee, in conjunction with the
Business & Economic Development Unit
within the Nillumbik Shire Council,
surveyed a number of Strathewen and St
Andrews businesses to determine what
business training they required.

Training options developed included:

Small Business Clinic -
Start Up Business
FREE - mentoring sessions which will
involve a small process of engagement and
consultation. Commitment: 45 minute
consultation.
Venue: Panton Hill Living and Learning
Centre.
Advanced Small Business Clinic –
Established Business
FREE - mentoring sessions which are
designed to assist business owners with
strategic planning. Commitment: 4
sessions with an approximate duration of
1.5 hours consultation.

Venue: Panton Hill Living and Learning
Centre.
Starting Your Business Workshops
(Living and Learning Centre)
FREE - A comprehensive workshop on
starting a business covering topics that
include how to assess the viability of your
idea, identifying the best business structure
for your needs, financial considerations,
tips on preparing a business plan,
resources that are available to assist and
support new business and more.
Venue: Panton Hill Living and Learning
Centre
Strategic Planning - Group Program
FREE - Consists of four 2 hour workshops
for up to 15 businesses.
Timing and Venue: to be advised.
Hands on Training and Support
Improve your skills
FREE – customised marketing workshop
where the facilitator will work with a
group of businesses from the area on their
marketing needs. Commitment: 4 hour
session.
In addition specialist website and
bookkeeping training has been organised
for three businesses.
Marketing workshops are currently being
planned with a facilitator.
On Demand Workshop Module –
Business Management Skills
FREE – Full business development
program to upgrade your business
management skills. Seven modules
offered and working with small groups.
Note: a minimum of 10 businesses
required for this program to proceed.
There are still limited training
opportunities available and they are all
FREE, due to state government funding.
The training will expire at the end of this
financial year (30 June 2011).

If you would like to talk about potential
training for you and your business, or
business idea, please contact Heidi
Crundwell m: 0417 580 009 or
e: heidi.crundwell@nillumbik.vic.gov.au.



Where’s the money going?
With publicity about the large VBRRA grants we are now receiving it is a good time to give a
snapshot of how SCRA has received and spent money over the last 20 months.

Total Income
Account 2010 To March 2011 Total
SCRA $233,345 $47,959 $281,304
SCRA Bushfire Relief Trust Fund $359,200 $34,434 $393,634

Total Expenses
2010 To March 2011 Total

SCRA activities and operation $69,180 $61,365 $130,545
SCRA Bushfire Relief Trust Fund $200.00 $3,000 $3,200
Community Equipment (at cost) $106,679 $12,935 $119,614
** See below for a summary of the activities

Current Assets 27.3.11
SCRA cash at bank $38,899
SCRA Trust Fund cash at bank $390,434
Community Equipment (at cost) $119,614
Total $548,947

Income and Expenditure by activity since we began in July 2009
Activity Income Expenditure
Non-grant income
Income earned by SCRA
(interest, recycled wire etc)

$10,869 $121

Donations to be spent at our discretion $24,449 NIL
Donated equipment $40,744 $40,744
Grants
Administration $10,000 $10,318
Communications $5,000 $8,190
Community Capacity Building (Resident Support) $84,168 $82,543
Environment (incl gardening) $42,000 $33,676
‘Then The Wind Changed’ documentary $15,000 $15,000

VBAF Grants to be spent over next 2 years
Grant Amount Completion
STW4 Fire Safety Plan $40,000 TBC
STW7 Sustainable Built Environment $158,500 TBC
STW8 Communications $40,000 Dec 2012
STW9 Improving Natural Value of Land $25,000 April 2012
STW11 Community Strengthening (Res Support) $120,000 Dec 2012
STW12 Telling Our Stories – Audio-Visual $50,000 July 2012

We provide detailed financial reports with each set of committee minutes and any member can
direct queries about the accounts to the treasurer Bronwyn South on 0414 882 946.


