
 

Newsletter of the Strathewen Community Renewal Association Number 9 
PO Box 535 Hurstbridge 3099  26 October 2010 

Recognition for Strathewen 

On Thursday 21 October the Office of the 
Emergency Services Commissioner, 
sponsored by Australian Government’s 
Attorney-General’s Department, presented 
the Victorian division of the 2010 
Australian Safer Communities Awards.   

The Strathewen Community Renewal 
Association submitted an application back 
in July 2010 and members of our 
committee were invited to attend the 
presentation of awards as finalists in the 
Community and Volunteers Category. 

The awards recognise innovative practices 
and achievements across Australia that are 
making our communities safer, stronger, 
more resilient and better prepared to 
manage any emergency situation. The 
awards cover all aspects of community 
safety and resilience with an emergency 
management focus including risk 
assessment, research, education and 
training, information and knowledge 
management, prevention, preparedness, 
response and recovery – and entry is open 
to any organisation or individual. 

Happily, the Strathewen community’s 
approach to recovery and renewal was 
selected to represent Victoria in the 
national awards and we were presented 
with a crafted wood trophy and certificate.  
This prestigious award is an important 
acknowledgement of our community’s 
spirit and determination and it presents us 
with further opportunities to attract 
support. 

Volunteers in Strathewen 

There has been considerable volunteer 
activity in Strathewen in recent months 
and it is important that we acknowledge 

just how important, productive and 
uplifting this work has been.   

Strathewen Landcare has been central to 
gaining and co-ordinating support from 
DSE, Melbourne Water and Nillumbik 
Council Environment staff on projects at 
the bridge and Primary School.   

Miriam Kruh our Nillumbik employed 
supporter at the Hub has worked 
enthusiastically co-ordinating large groups 
to help with the clean up of properties, 
splitting wood, planting and gardening.   

Our friends from Mitcham Parish have 
returned many times bringing labour, 
baked treats and the warmth of their caring 
through the cold winter months.   

Mount Lilydale College students , 
Conservation Volunteers and the Fencing 
Volunteers led by Alex and Julie 
Sutherland have all made significant 
contributions to properties.   

Strong support continues from Warrandyte 
and Whittlesea Lions through the tool 
library and wood splitter.   

Requests for volunteer help can be 
discussed with Miriam on 0438 384 157. 

Christmas activities 

The generosity of the Mitcham Parish 
Volunteers continues. They will run a 
Christmas BBQ for the community on Sat 
4th December from 3pm-7pm.  

Due to its success last year, making Plum 
Puddings returns this year on Tuesday 7th 
and Wednesday 8th December with 
Pudding Princess Agnes Perry in charge 
again. Start digging out your mixing and 
pudding bowls.  
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The SCRA Community Christmas event is 
set for Thursday 16th December. Please 
note these dates on your calendar. More 
details will be sent closer to these events. 

Childcare  

The following childcare assistance 
provisions have been developed following 
some excellent work and persistence by 
Turid Foyn-Johanson. 

SCRA subsidised childcare is now 
available to assist members to engage in 
Strathewen community meetings, 
functions and other activities.  
Childcare required to allow parents to 
attend individual, couple and family 
counseling is also included.  
 
Please refer to your emails earlier this 
month for all the latest documents.  
Information and claim forms are also 
available at the community centre.  
 
Please note that childcare is now fully 
funded by the Australian Centre for Grief 
and Bereavement  for those women 
attending the Young Women’s Discussion 
Group. 

BECON Constructions gift 

Becon Constructions have been working in 
Strathewen for the past 10 months building 
the new primary school but also wanted to 
use their resources and expertise to support 
a project in the broader community.   

After discussions with SCRA Committee 
and CFA brigade,  Bruce Eddington the 
Managing Director of Becon has offered to 
build an air conditioned duty room and 
toilet extension on the CFA shed in 
Strathewen.   

This generous offer will provide a 
comfortable place to house brigade 
members while on duty for code red days.  
Nillumbik staff have been helpful in 

progressing the permits and work on the 
$40,000 extension may be completed 
during December. 

Pasture recovery workshops 

Saturday November 13, 10am, St Andrews 
Community Centre. Refreshments 
provided.  
AND 
Wednesday November 17, 6.00pm, 
Strathewen Community Centre. 

Join Lisa Warn, Agricultural Consultant to 
the MacKinnon Project and Senior 
Research fellow from the University of 
Melbourne, for one of these 2 workshops. 

Workshops will cover soil testing, 
lime/fertiliser, weed control and planning 
for pasture improvement. There may also 
be the opportunity for property visits. 

Please RSVP to Georgia Ramsey on 
9433 3316 by November 5 

Music Nights      

Starting Friday 5th November we will be 
opening up the Community Centre to 
anyone interested in Music – playing or 
listening.  

Bring your instrument of choice or use the 
instruments at the centre. We have 
acoustic and electric guitars, bass, drums, 
keyboards, and percussion as well as all 
the sound equipment needed embellish (or 
mask) your talents.   

Come down jam with others or just sit 
back and be entertained. Finger food and 
drinks will be provided. The Music Nights 
will be on the first Friday of the month 
from 7:30 - 10:00pm.  

Call Georgina on 0413 395 555 or Peter on 
0414 308 557 for more details. 
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Memorials Update 

The Memorials Working Group is 
continuing to develop Strathewen’s 
approach to memorials.  Two sessions 
were held in September to provide 
feedback to community members on the 
results of the community consultation 
which took place over the past six months.  

 The collated information, along with a 
distillation of the community’s general 
position on the concepts of memorials, was 
presented for discussion.  A number of key 
issues were also discussed at these 
sessions including the possible locations 
for the Community Memorial and the 
Blacksmiths Tree.  

As a result of these discussions, the 
Working Group are now moving forward 
on a number of fronts. 

Poetry Tree 

There was strong feedback from the 
community that the Poetry Tree should not 
be formalized.  Nillumbik Shire Council 
has commissioned an arborists report 
which indicates that the tree itself is 
healthy with good chance of a long 
lifespan.  Community concerns were raised 
as to pedestrian safety near the tree and the 
issues of parking.  It is proposed that 
SCRA approach Council with a request to 
investigate improving pedestrian safety 
around the tree and the possibility of a 
small amount of parking near the tree. 

Blacksmiths Tree 

The Blacksmiths Tree is an extraordinary 
piece of community art and has been 
developed as a gift to all communities 
impacted by the bushfires of 7th Feb 2009. 
In the early stages of its development the 
Blacksmiths Association, after discussion 
with other affected communities, 
considered that the Strathewen community 
would be a special location for the Tree 

and an offer was made and accepted by the 
Strathewen Community Renewal 
Association on behalf of the community. 
The project has grown considerably since 
originally conceptualised, both in scope 
and in physical size. 

Community feedback was very positive 
with respect to the Blacksmiths Tree, 
however concerns were raised about the 
potential impact on our community and 
this became more evident as possible 
locations were discussed.  In order to 
provide the Blacksmiths Association with 
a firm position on whether to locate the 
Tree in Strathewen or not, the Working 
Group is currently sending out information 
on the Tree and requesting feedback from 
community members.  It is vital that all 
community members have their say in this 
process.  If you do not receive this 
information, please contact the Working 
Group.  

Strathewen Community Memorial 

Based on community feedback and 
assessment of potential sites, the Working 
Group is investigating the use of an area in 
the Recreation Reserve, to the north of the 
current developments, as the site for the 
Community Memorial.  At the same time 
the Working Group will be developing a 
design brief based on information provided 
by the community. 

For further information on the memorials 
process please contact the community 
members of the Working Group: Steve 
Pascoe 0407 326 770, Barbara Joyce 0435 
027 780, Paul Evans 0439 888 709. 
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Equipment for loan to the 
community 

All the equipment is available for loan to 
the Strathewen community.  Members of 
other Landcare groups can hire it for a 
small charge.  

Unless otherwise stated, ring Eric on 
0423 263 003 to book equipment. 

Tandem trailer -  a registered tandem 
trailer available for loan to residents. It has 
a 1.5 tonne carrying capacity.  

Box trailer - a small box trailer is 
available.  

Fencing trailer  - fully equipped. To 
book, contact Malcolm Hackett on  
0427 356 803  

Diamond Creek Rotary – wood splitter 
Thanks to the ongoing generosity of the 
Diamond Creek Rotary Club Strathewen 
now has its own state of the art wood 
splitter – a Super Axe, trailer mounted, 35 
ton, work bench height splitter with 
hydraulic lifter.   

This machine is simple and very safe to 
use and actually makes splitting wood a 
pleasure.  Contact Malcolm 0427 356 803 
to book its use. 

New spray unit is available for use free of 
charge to all fire affected residents and 
members of Strathewen Landcare. 
Members of other Landcare groups can 
hire it for a small charge. We have secured 
a grant to ensure we have the funds to 
cover the maintenance of the unit while we 
are not charging hire. Its a Quick Corp 
9TBE which can be mounted on your own 
vehicle or Strathewen's tandem trailer. 
Check it out at http://www.quikspray.biz  

Old trailer mounted spray unit - 300 
litres / 40 metre hose. 

Solo Backpack sprayers (2) - for people 
who have their weeds controlled to the 
level of spot spraying. 

Petrol auger - for planting. 

Soil tester - contact Malcolm Hackett on 
0427 356 803 

Blackberry control 

Friday 5th November 2010                   
6:00 pm – 8.30 pm at St Andrews Hall. 

Speakers include: 

David Stewart, Dept of Primary Industries 

• The biology of blackberries, 
different species in Victoria, 
control of blackberries following 
fire. 

• Blackberry rust – how it works, is 
it successful? 

• Chemical control, reading labels, 
legalities of using herbicides, use 
of spray units, examples of spray 
gear will be on display, also a 
demonstration of the use of hand 
sprayers 

Gregg Baynon from Dow Agro Sciences 
and David Richards from DuPont 

• Choosing the right herbicide for the 
job, how different herbicides work. 

Light Supper provided                         
RSVP by November 1 to Georgia Ramsey 
9433 3316. 

Strathewen Landcare / CERAP 

Next meeting Monday 13 December. With 
our busy calendar we plan to use this 
evening to invite all landholders to come 
and meet the consultants who will be 
preparing the Community Environment 
Recovery Action Plan. Watch you emails 
for more information. 
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Thursday community meal nights 

There was a great turn-up to the Rob 
Gordon night. Rob gave us an interesting 
look into the workings of the mind, and 
where we can expect ourselves to be at this 
stage of our recovery. He also provided 
practical suggestions for handling 
difficulties and promoting positive health. 

We have been organising special meal 
nights to add a bit of spice to our Thursday 
dinners. What wonderful food we enjoyed 
on the Greek Night! We have many 
excellent cooks in the community who 
have given us delicious taste sensations on 
these special dinner nights.  

Our last Soup Night is on Thursday 28th 
October. BBQs will be on the go from 
November. Meat is supplied and we rely 
on anyone who can, to bring along a salad 
on the night. Special dinner nights will 
continue once a month. Look out for 
Spanish Paella next month.  

The YMCA Youth Bus now visits once a 
fortnight on Thursdays from 6pm. As the 
weather is improving they will be 
involving the kids in outside activities. 

Wire dump 

Thanks to the Hall Committee Strathewen 
will have one last wire dump on the hall 
site but only until the end of January 2011.  

Metal and roofing iron can be left in a neat 
secure pile.  Fencing wire must be free of 
posts and wooden droppers.  The last 
mountain of wire weighed 18 tonnes and 
raised over three thousand dollars.   

Once again we are indebted to Graham and 
Pauline Timms from Consolidated Metal 
Recyclers for co-ordinating the bins and 
administration and Joe Hollyoak who 
donated 12 hours of his machine hire to 
load it all. 

 

Letter boxes 

Thank you Marion Oakley for the creative 
drive and hours and hours spent bringing 
the ceramic letter box project to so many 
people.   

It was wonderful to see the mosaics 
displayed all together at the Bridges launch 
but in their natural habitat at the side of the 
road they really are a unique expression of 
the links within the community.   

Craft night 

These are held at Barbara Joyce’s house on 
a Friday Night. You can bring your own 
craft projects to do or you might like to try 
needle felting which Barb has been 
teaching us. Barb sends out an SMS 
reminder each week it is on. Come along 
and enjoy good crafty chats and company 
at the end of the week. 

Strathewen Cricket Club  

Junior Players and Milo Cricket players 
are required – please register your interest 
as soon as possible so that the Cricket 
Club can determine numbers and a 
schedule. Boys and girls of all ages and 
skill levels  are welcome. 

Junior age groups are: Under 13's; 
Under15's;  and Under 17 & a half.      
Milo Cricket age group is 4 – 9 year olds.  

Registration is free and a club shirt and 
cap are provided.  

Contact: Ben Le Poidevin 0430 509 301 or 
outside working hours, Glen Jenkins 0433 
027 430. 
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A weekend away for the 
Strathewen Community at YMCA 
Camp ‘Wyuna’, 15/17 October  

A huge thank you to Marnie Wadsworth 
and her assistants together with the 
catering staff at Camp Wyuna. What a 
wonderful weekend they organized for us 
all, again our most sincere thanks. 

Friday finally arrived. This was the day we 
had been anticipating for weeks and rain, 
rain and yet more rain. The bus was due to 
pick us all up at the Strathewen 
Community Centre at 4.00pm and leaving 
no later than 4.30pm. Adrian our driver 
had quite a job ahead of him to get our 
luggage and all of us aboard the bus during 
such a deluge. May I say his driving ability 
both here and the other places we made 
him go to was beyond reproach.  

We arrived at Wyuna camp around 
7.45pm.  We were allotted our 
accommodation, which was not at all camp 
like but very comfortable and modern. We 
were then invited to the dining, 
multipurpose area for a BBQ meal with 
lots of side salads, fruit salad and ice 
cream, and lots of tea, coffee, Milo and 
cordial for the younger children. 

The evening was our own so we socialised 
with others, some played table tennis, 
some cards, some chess, others just relaxed 
and chatted with each other, then off to 
bed. 

As the weather had kindly cancelled most 
of the activities planned, emergency 
activities were then swung into place.  By 
the way while some of us rugged up and 
hit the beaches for a stroll someone sent a 
message that it was snowing on Beale 
Avenue. A couple of kids could not resist a 
swim. It was the beach after all! Young 
people’s activities were organized. Trivia 
games were played with a few adults 
thrown in for good measure and a little 

fun.  A dress up competition then went 
into full swing with the most brilliant and 
imaginative designer/wardrobe assistants. 
Then onto the catwalk we went to strut our 
stuff and to perform for the judges.   

After lunch our gallant bus driver took us 
to several wineries.  There was wonderful 
scenery as we travelled along.  We also did 
a quick stop to an olive grove owned by 
some friends of one of our community 
members. A quick phone call by her and 
she had organized an olive oil tasting for 
us. 

Then back to the camp for another 
scrumptious meal of roast meat and vegies 
with sticky date pudding to follow.  More 
socializing took place while the young 
ones were taken off to watch DVD’s.  The 
music started and so did a card game 
called Frustration. It sure was! I do not 
know where everyone came from, but we 
ended up using three decks of cards. We 
all had fun and got very frustrated as the 
game implies.  Those of us still awake 
joined the musicians and sang our hearts 
out. We did not know all the words, the 
key seemed to be changing all the time, 
but we sang and played into the night. 

The following day, we were taken on a 
tour of the Point Lonsdale Lighthouse that 
was very interesting.  Also some of our 
group went on the steam train. We had 
lunch then set off for the journey home and 
wouldn’t you know it, another freeway 
holdup.  

We all had a great time, thanks to the 
generosity of a very special donor - 
Mercers Restaurant in Eltham together 
with some very caring and enthusiastic 
people.                                            

Mary Avola       
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Welcome home   
Strathewen Primary School 

The students and staff of Strathewen 
Primary School began their first day of 
fourth term in the new buildings after 
enormous teacher and parent effort over 
the holiday break. Builders and 
landscapers have continued to finish off 
and clean up and while there is still lots to 
do it is a wonderful learning and teaching 
facility.   

Bronwyn Pike the Minister for School 
Education handed over the keys of the new 
school in a very low key media event on 
Monday 18 October but there may still be 
an official opening by the Premier before 
the end of the year.  

 In the meantime, Strathewen Community 
will be invited to inspect the new school 
on Sunday, November 21 from 11.00am to 
3.00pm.  Details to follow soon. 

Recreation Reserve 

Australand continue to work on the 
Recreation Reserve pavilion and an 
opening is planned for November.  The 
facility will be solar powered with back up 
generator and should meet all the normal 
needs except for running a freezer.   

The Reserve Reference Group is currently 
discussing a management structure which 
could be anything from an advisory group 
to Council through to an incorporated 
Reserve Association with full 
responsibility.  If you have an interest in 
this aspect of the project please contact 
Darren Bennett at Nillumbik Council on 
9433 3162 

Lasting Memories Mosaic 

The Lasting Memories Mosaic Group is 
currently working on this community arts 
project in the local bushfire-affected area. 
The Group has been working on creating 

an exciting large mosaic which will tell the 
community’s story of Black Saturday. 

The unfinished seat which is located at the 
St Andrews Market will be entirely 
covered by mosaic and everyone is 
respectfully asked not to touch or sit on 
this seat while under construction as it is at 
a delicate and vulnerable stage. 

The Group invites everyone in our 
community who was affected by the fires 
to donate one of their special broken 
pieces to include in this mosaic.There is a 
tin near the door in the Strathewen 
Community Centre, and a box at the St 
Andrews General store, for these treasured 
pieces. 

Nillumbik Allied Health 

About ten people attended the Health Expo 
run by Nillumbik Allied Health at the 
Community Centre last week 

Nillumbik Allied Health offers Strathewen 
community members access to the 
following health services: occupational 
therapy, physio, podiatry, speech therapy, 
nutrition, relaxation and long term health 
issues advice. These services are provided 
for both children and adults. Contact 
information is at the Strathewen 
Community Centre or call 9430 9100.  

Thanks to Sally Western for organising the 
Allied Health staff and the information 
display on the day.  

T-shirts available  

Special Renewin’ Strathewen t-shirts are 
now available.   Sizes range from kids 2-
14yrs and adults S-5XL. All sizes $15.00. 
Contact  Sue Apted  Phone: 97148 335  or   
0419 556 983. Thanks to Sue Apted for 
taking on this project.  
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Your Association needs You 

VBRRA have agreed to support a number 
of projects proposed by SCRA on behalf 
of the Strathewen community, and funding 
of $ 430,000 has been authorised by the 
Victorian Bushfire Appeal Fund (VBAF). 

SCRA will be responsible for managing 
these projects, with Rural Development 
Victoria (RDV) exercising oversight of  
the expenditure of the VBAF funds. 

SCRA Sub-committees will take 
responsibility for six different projects, 
with the SCRA Committee steering overall 
progress and providing assistance as 
required. 

This is an ideal opportunity for you to 
become involved in one (or more) of the 
six projects, by contacting the Sub-
committee convenors, named in 
parenthesis after the brief summary of each 
project’s purpose: 

• A safer Strathewen  

Working in conjunction with the local 
CFA, Council and fire safety experts to 
ensure that as a community we are better 
equipped to deal with future fire events 
(Malcolm Hackett) 

• Re-building sustainably 

Promoting and facilitating 
environmentally sustainable, energy 
efficient building techniques for private 
homes and public infrastructure within 
Strathewen.  (Malcolm Hackett) 

• Community strengthening 

Enabling social/arts/cultural/recreational 
events and activities that bring the 
community together and provide cohesion 
(Mary Avola) 

 

 

 
• Telling our stories 

Helping capture people’s stories and 
experiences for posterity and for each 
other (Celeste Geer) 

• Rehabilitating the land 

Supporting community recovery through 
environmental and property rehabilitation; 
e.g.  access to weed spraying equipment 
and training in safe use of chemicals 
(Bronwyn South) 

• Communicating for community 

Keeping the community well informed by 
developing the community website, 
reinforcing the unique texting system and 
enabling the Association newsletters 
(Bronwyn South) 

The SCRA Committee is keen to provide 
you with an opportunity to become 
involved in the process of rebuilding the 
community – any expression of interest 
will be welcomed, and the degree of time 
commitment is entirely your own call. 

If you’re not quite sure what might be 
involved, or would like to talk about how 
things might work, please give one of the 
Sub-committee convenors or any member 
of the SCRA Committee a call.  

To express an interest in becoming 
involved in any of the projects, please drop  
a note in the suggestions box at the 
Strathewen Community Centre, or write to 
PO Box 535, Hurstbridge 3099.  

The projects will be getting under way in 
mid-November, so now’s the time to get 
involved as each Sub-committee starts the 
process of generating  new ideas and fresh 
approaches. 

Seize the day! 

 

 


