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AGM – Sunday 28 August  

The Strathewen Community Renewal 
Association Inc will conduct its first AGM 
on Sunday 28 August at 3 pm at the 
Arthurs Creek Community Hall. 

You will find attached to this Newsletter 
short reports about the work undertaken by 
the Association Committee and its       
Sub-committees since the Association was 
established in July 2009. 

A detailed account of the Association’s 
current Finances, and a summary of the 
current status of the Strathewen Disaster 
Relief Fund, will be given at the meeting. 

The AGM provides an important 
opportunity for all members to raise  
questions and contribute ideas, and the 
inaugural Committee would welcome your 
attendance. Please bring a plate. 

The new Committee 

A new Committee was elected during July, 
when nominations were invited and 10 
members nominated for 12 positions. 

Seven members of the inaugural 
Committee will continue as members of 
the new Committee – Malcolm Hackett, 
Bronwyn South, Steve Pascoe, David 
Brown, Mary Avola, Darren Bradshaw and 
Peter McLennan. The three new members 
of the Committee are Celeste Geer, Geoff 
Raftery and Jason Sharp. 

Georgina Robertson Stecher, Denis 
Spooner, Peter Jenkinson, Karl Apted and 
Matthew Gravette are inaugural 
Committee members who have made the 
entirely understandable decision to focus 
on other priorities in the year to come. 
Their contribution to the inaugural 
Committee’s work during the last 12 
months has been enormously important, 
and we salute their commitment to the 
community’s renewal. 

Bushfire Royal Commission 

The final Report of the Bushfire Royal 
Commission was published on 31 July. 
The Association Committee, together with 
the St Andrews equivalent committee met 
with Premier Brumby last week, as part of 
the State Government’s consultation 
process. 

The Committee has had a limited 
opportunity to read and digest the Report 
(copies are available for reference at the 
Strathewen Community Centre), but has 
formed the view that it would be in the 
interests of the community if the 
Committee was able to secure a role as 
part of the process for ensuring that the 
recommendations are actually being 
implemented effectively.  

An approach to Premier Brumby will be 
made seeking a role for the Committee in 
monitoring local progress towards giving 
effect to the Report’s recommendations. 

Holiday at Queenscliff 

YMCA Open Doors have generously 
offered the Strathewen community a 2 
night, camp at Camp Wyuna in 
Queenscliff, at no cost to you! 

WHEN: 15, 16, 17 October 2010. 

DETAILS: Options include bus transport, 
leaving on Friday evening, return Sunday 
afternoon.  Accommodation is bunk style, 
with a maximum of 4 per room with 
shared bathroom facilities.  The camp 
includes all meals from Saturday breakfast 
- Sunday lunch.  Dinner on the way to 
camp on Friday evening can be organised.  

WHAT TO DO NOW: Please register your 
interest with Marnie Wadsworth on 9439 
2266 or marnie.wadsworth@ymca.org.au 
by Friday 20th August.   
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Strathewen Primary School needs 
your help 
 
My name is Darren Bradshaw, and I am 
the President of the School Council for the 
Strathewen Primary School.  

Strathewen Primary School has a long, 
proud history of being the focal point for 
the community.  It is a school which has 
traditionally had a very high level of 
parental involvement and many wonderful 
projects have been achieved.  We continue 
to have grandparents heavily involved in 
our school week, as well as community 
volunteers, former school families and 
friends. The long held idea of it taking a 
village or community to raise our children, 
could never be more evident than at 
Strathewen Primary.   

I want to tell you about the current status 
of our school rebuild, our outdoor areas 
and our future plans, and to seek your help 
to assist the Strathewen community in 
raising funds to help the community 
recover from the bushfires, which will 
include replacing lost facilities at the 
Strathewen Primary School.  

Strathewen Disaster Relief Fund 

We have a lot of work ahead of us but the 
school and local community is absolutely 
committed to making it all happen once 
again. 

The Strathewen Disaster Relief Fund 
exists to assist the broader Strathewen 
community to recover from the bushfires, 
and has deductible gift recipient status, 
which means that any donation can then be 
declared to the ATO as a deductible gift 
when tax returns are completed.  

We estimate that we will need to raise 
more than $ 300,000 to fund the school’s 
priority needs identified below, and we are 
seeking assistance from the broader 
community in our efforts to raise these  

funds. We are asking you to contribute to 
the Strathewen Disaster Relief Fund in 
order that the school can receive support 

for meeting its priority needs that will not 
be met from Department of Education 
grants. A donation can be made at the 
donations tab at www.strathewen.vic.au. 

Construction under way 

The Strathewen Primary ‘Rebuilding 
Committee, made up of school teaching 
staff and a group of interested parents, 
have worked closely with the Department 
of Education and our appointed architects 
on plans for rebuilding the school since 
March 2009, one month after the fires. The 
tender process for the construction of the 
school building has been finalised and, a 
building company has been appointed, and 
the concrete slab has been poured.  The 
scope of the rebuilding project extends to 
the construction of our new school, 
pathway access, perimeter fencing, 
rainwater tanks, septic system and fire 
safety measures. 

School grounds are our responsibility 

The redevelopment of our school grounds 
is not part of the rebuilding project.  
Locally raised funds and donations will be 
required to finance the purchase and 
installation of play equipment, outdoor 
seating and tables, the tennis court area 
redevelopment, covered areas, and all 
gardens and landscaping.   

We aim to complete as much work as 
possible prior to the anticipated September 
2010 relocation back to Strathewen.  Our 
School Council and Rebuilding Committee 
want  to ensure that our students return to a 
school with suitable play areas, exciting 
grounds and an environment conducive to 
learning, particularly when so many 
children are still living in less than ideal 
conditions in a much altered landscape. 

 

We have already secured funding so far for 
the following projects: 

- $50,000 from the National School 
Pride grant funding to build a 
multi-use rotunda style area for 
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school/community events, doubling 
as an outdoor teaching area.   

- Rubarock surface underneath play 
equipment funded by local Rotary 
club 

- indigenous plants propagated by 
small gardening clubs 

- landscape design for Fairy Garden 
area donated via Police Media Unit 

- outdoor Chess board funded by  
Villers Bretonneaux Primary 
School, France  

- $6,000 Go For Your Life grant for 
our fitness track around the school 
perimeter  

Our remaining priority needs at present 
are: 

- replacement and refurbishment of 
our tennis, netball, basketball court 

- the wonderful hillside slide which 
was a real feature of the school and 
is a priority 

- 2 x great sandpit areas 

- 2 x play spaces featuring monkey 
bar and climbing apparatus  

- a fort-like play structure with many 
multi use areas 

- an upgrade of our cubby house area 
including new cubby house 

- fairy garden 

- tool and garden shed   

- lots of outdoor tables and seating,  

- an amphitheatre under a shade sail,  

- an enclosed rotunda (heritage 
listed)  

- many special garden areas and 
storage sheds 

- upgrade of the school power supply 
from single phase to three phase 

Tennis Court 

The tennis court is our top  priority as it is 
the only flat play area on the sloping site,  
and was always the focus for games during 
school time- football in winter, cricket in 
summer, tennis, Frisbee, rounders, PE 
lessons, sports training, basket ball 
training, bike education lessons for our 
littlies and lots more.  The tennis court not 
only featured the removable tennis net, but 
also a recently purchased basketball ring 
and backboard, and was used for games by 
our weekly pre-prep group as they took out 
the trikes, balls and hula hoops.   

The weekly Strathewen Playgroup used 
the tennis court as it was a safe fenced, flat 
area. Since the fires, our grounds planning 
now involves the extension, line marking, 
resurfacing and re-fencing of a multi-
purpose outdoor space.  We also plan to 
include lines for tennis netball, basketball 
and five-a-side soccer.   

The proposed tennis courts at the 
Strathewen Oval should be of great benefit 
to the local community, but are located too 
far away from the school site for our use. 

Re-instating the School garden  

Over many years our school has been 
awarded prizes in the State Schools 
Garden Awards - placing first most 
recently in 2007.  We had parents who 
worked with our students in the garden, 
setting up and tending vegetable patches 
and the orchard.  Our special indigenous 
plant area was a fenced garden, allowing 
native plants to return.  The children were 
involved in weeding and maintaining this 
area and enjoyed environmental tours of 
the native flora, identifying chocolate 
lilies, special grasses etc.     

Working bees for our school community 
were always well attended.  Gardens were 
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tended, the roadside was mown, spouts 
cleaned, trees pruned, and paths swept. 
Our grounds were beautiful.  Our students 
were proud of their surrounds and took a 
very active part in all aspects from 
planning and selecting plants, to planting, 
watering and weeding.  We regularly 
harvested our produce and enjoyed snow 
peas and strawberries for morning tea.   

We want to return the School gardens to 
their former beauty. 

An example to us all  

A wonderful member of our community, 
Garry Bartlett, who we lost on Black 
Saturday along with his wife and youngest 
daughter, was a man who simply made 
things happen.  He was most often found 
at the school finishing off a project with 
the children, fixing a leaking tap, rigging 
up irrigation for the garden, planting out 
new indigenous plant stock or even 
coaching our Hooptime basketball team.  
Garry was the project manager for major 
building works completed at the school in 
2006.  This was a huge job, all done for no 
payment, as he ensured that the allocated 
funding could be made to go as far as 
possible.   

With the Grocon clean-up of the school 
site post February 7th, we were careful to 
retain some of Garry’s wonderful work 
within our grounds - the frog pond, the 
sandstone wall and pathway, the mud brick 
cubby that he and the students and 
grandparents constructed and the stone 
horse trough to name a few.  These areas 
will be preserved as a tribute to this 
wonderful man who gave so much.  Ideally 
we’d like to have back exactly what was 
there prior to February 7th, but with that 
not possible, our aim is to move forward 
and recreate appealing and attractive 
school grounds in keeping with our rural 
location. 

Darren Bradshaw 

President, School Council, Strathewen 
Primary School 

Nillumbik Council contacts 

Nillumbik Council have nominated 
specific contacts for roadside vegetation 
and roadside erosion issues – please 
contact them directly to discuss any 
concerns you might have about these 
issues. 
 
Greg Shaw is Council’s Parks Coordinator 
overseeing the on ground works for 
roadside vegetation, including tree works, 
in the fire affected areas. Anyone who 
wants to report specific tree issues are 
asked to Greg on 9433 3501. Greg will 
arrange a time to visit on site to discuss 
your specific tree issues. If Greg is not 
available please leave a message and he 
will call you back to discuss your 
concerns. 
 
Andrew Knight is Council’s Erosion 
Control Works Project Officer who has 
been overseeing those erosion control 
projects in the fire affected areas on 
roadsides and public land. Anyone who 
wants to report specific issues relating to 
erosion control works on public land 
please contact Andy on 9433 3528. If he is 
not available please leave a message and 
he will call you back to discuss your 
concerns. 
 
Clear Networks - wireless 
connections in difficult terrain 
 
Clear Networks specialises in wireless 
connections in difficult terrain.  Shane 
Pugh has told us the system operates 
effectively at Dunmoochin and may 
provide a solution for people currently 
experiencing poor service.  The company 
have recently installed their fixed 
transmitters in Kinglake and believe they 
may be able to improve connections and 
speeds for some people in Strathewen. 
For more information phone 1300 855 215 
or visit www.clearnetworks.com.au  

For every person that joins Clear they will 
donate the equivalent of 1 month fee to the 
Strathewen Community Renewal Program. 


