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Hall gets ‘go ahead’ from VBRRA 
VBRRA has now confirmed that it 
supports the Hall Association taking 
responsibility for rebuilding the Hall. 

The Hall Committee has established a 
Project Governance Group, made up of 
local residents experienced in project 
management, who will be responsible for 
overseeing the rebuilding project. 

After having prepared a design brief and 
calling for expressions of interest from a 
number of architects, the Hall Committee 
is busy finalising a design scope for the 
Hall, and preparing to select an architect 
once final tenders are received. 

Once an architect is selected, several 
potential designs concepts will be 
prepared, which will then form the basis 
for a public consultation with all Hall 
Association members before detailed 
design begins. 

The Hall Association welcomes new 
members. For further information on the 
rebuilding of the Hall or joining the 
Association, contact Secretary Kathy 
Brown 9714 8864 or President Karl 
Apted 9714 8046. 

General Meeting - Sunday 6 June, 
at 3.00 pm 
The Community Association will hold its 
second General Meeting on 6 June, when 
detailed reports will be given on what the 
Association has been doing over the last 
six months. 

The Strathewen projects approved by 
VBRRA will be described, and 
Association members will be invited to 
provide feedback to the Committee on 
what the Association’s should focus upon 
as we move towards our second year of 
operation. 

John Schumann & David 
Bonython Wright 
Thursday 20th May is a date to be set aside 
as it sees David Bonython-Wright and 
John Schumann appearing at the 
Strathewen Community Centre.  
 
David Bonython-Wright is a counsellor 
who has worked with many people who 
have suffered grief and hardship including 
Bali bombing survivor Jason McCartney.  
David will talk about various ways of 
dealing and working through adversity.    
 
John Schumann, former front man for the 
Australian folk/rock band Redgum, is a 
world-recognised songwriter/performer. 
John will share his music, thoughts, and 
stories of mateship and overcoming 
adversity. John will be joined for the night 
by fellow performers Hugh McDonald (ex- 
Redgum), Alex Black and Kat Kraus. 

The evening will commence at 6.00 pm 
with a quick BBQ meal before David and 
John take the floor, and should finish by 
around 10.00 pm. 

Younger women’s discussion 
group 

A discussion group for younger women 
has been formed (please don’t ask for 
clarification of what constitutes 
“younger”). The group had its first (very 
successful) meeting on Wednesday 5th 
May at the Community Centre with a 
number of women participating. 

Colleen Jackson from the Australian 
Centre for Grief and Bereavement 
facilitates the sessions and all “younger” 
women are welcome.  

The next meeting is on Wed 9th June at 
7.00 pm at the Community Centre- more 
details from Turid on 0417 309 896. 
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VBRRA projects 
The Community Association applied to 
VBRRA for funding for several 
community-building projects in 2009, 
which have received funding approval but 
have yet to be assigned to a responsible 
body to undertake.  In many fire affected 
communities the responsible body is the 
local council. 

We have been in discussions with 
VBRRA, and hope to receive endorsement 
in the course of the next four weeks for 
these projects to be managed by the 
Community Association on behalf of the 
Strathewen community. 

The projects include identifying means of 
providing assistance to those rebuilding 
their homes to achieve greater energy 
efficiency, thus enabling a more 
sustainable community, and further 
developing the quality of how we 
communicate with community members. 

School  $2.2million 

Hall  $1.44 million 

Reserve  $950,000 approx. 

Sustainable rebuilding  $158,500 

SCRA administrative 
assistance 

Nillumbik Shire 

Playground & relocation  $60,000 Salvos 

SCRA Communications 
strategy 

$40,000 

Blacksmiths Tree   $30,000 

Fire Safety Plan  $40,000 

Environment Plan  $170,000 
(Nillumbik wide) 

Seed collection & plant 
nursery 

$45,000 

Community 
strengthening events 

$120,000 

Arthur’s Creek Hall 
kitchen 

$37,438 

Weed control  $25,000 
 

 
 
Association Elections  
The Community Association’s Committee 
elections will be held towards the end of 
July, prior to the Annual General Meeting 
on 22 August 2010. 

As a member, you will receive a 
nomination form in early June, and an 
invitation to consider what you might do 
for the community by nominating yourself 
to become a member of the Committee. 

Inevitably some  members of the current 
Committee will want to concentrate on 
other priorities after the end of August and 
the Association will need new people with 
fresh ideas to step up to meet the 
challenges of our second year. 

So, please consider what sort of 
contribution you might make – any current 
Committee member would be delighted to 
speak with you about what is involved, the 
level of commitment required, and the 
satisfaction to be gained. 

 
Pasture recovery support 
Darley International have generously 
offered support to those who had their 
principal residence in Strathewen on 7 
February 2009, suffered fire damage to 
their pastures, and are planning to 
undertake pasture recovery work during 
the next twelve months. 

All Association members will receive 
details of the offer of support, which will 
take the form of access to materials over 
the next twelve months, in the course of 
the next two weeks. 
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Volunteers from Mitcham Parish. 
On Saturday 15th May, an enthusiastic 
group of 20 volunteers from St John's 
Catholic Parish in Mitcham visited 
Strathewen. 
With glorious weather, some busily 
cleaned up the grounds around the 
Community Centre - weeding, slashing 
and clearing areas to create more parking 
space, while others worked hard to keep 
two log splitters humming for the whole 
day.  Trailer loads of wood were delivered 
to community members, and several ladies 
helped tackle weeds in gardens and veggie 
beds. 
 
The good news is - Mitcham Parish 
volunteers will be returning!  At this stage 
they plan to come every 3rd weekend of 
every month for the next year. 
If you have any work that this delightful 
bunch of volunteers could assist with, 
please contact Miriam Kruh on 0438 384 
157, or miriam.kruh@nillumbik.vic.gov.au 

Men’s discussion group 
Colin Charles from the Australian Centre 
for Grief and Bereavement is facilitating a 
Discussion Group for Strathewen men. 
The group meets at 7:30pm on the last 
Friday of each month at the Community 
Centre. A number of special guest 
speakers covering various topics and 
themes have been arranged. Drinks and 
pizza are provided and all men are 
welcome to attend. Contact Colin 
Charles 9265 2111 for more details or 
just turn up. 

Youth and Music Project   
The Salvation Army Youth and Music 
Project proudly sponsored by the Sony 
Foundation is coming to Strathewen.   The 
Youth Music Projects are designed to 
provide practical and emotional support 
for young people in targeted regions for 
years to come.  With the provision of 
musical equipment, expert tuition and 
complete support, young men and women 
will have the opportunity to participate in a 
fun project which offers them a creative 
outlet. 

1. Write songs  
2. Record and produce those songs 

into an album format (CD, mp3, 
etc). 

3. Create artwork associated with the 
songs. 

4. Across the fifteen selected 
communities, create bands and 
perform those songs in appropriate 
forums, possibly at under-aged 
venues or in partnership with 
‘Freeza’ alcohol free Government 
funded venues/events, or in a high 
school setting. 

5. Perform those songs in several 
festival settings in fire affected 
communities. 

6. Culminate in a final event to 
celebrate the creativity of the bands 

In Strathewen the project will draw on the 
expertise of multi-award winning, 
Kinglake based musicians David and 
Merelyn Carter 

Come along young and old to check it out! 

Strathewen Community Centre 
Saturday June 19th ,  
10am 4pm  (lunch will be provided) 
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The Hurstbridge Hub  
The Hurstbridge Hub in Graysharpes Road 
Hurstbridge has provided a local point of 
assistance for people needing access to a  
range of government services since mid-
2009. 
 
Nillumbik Shire Council, with financial 
assistance from the Department of Human 
Services, has recognised the long term 
need for community support services by 
ensuring that the Hurstbridge Hub will 
remain open until at least March 2011. 

Centrelink and DHS services are no longer 
provided from the hub, but Council staff 
are present and can provide referrals to  
these and other agencies. The Hub will 
remain a focus for the Shire's bushfire 
recovery work with our community. 
VBRRA’s free Rebuilding Advisory 
Service will be provided from the Hub on 
Tuesdays, and at other times by 
appointment - call Hank Leine on 0400 
666 660. 

The Shire Council’s Bushfire Recovery 
Youth Officer (Ele Jenkins) will be present 
on Fridays and contactable by phone at 
other times - 0438 009 185. 

Strategic Business Support is available 
from Darryl Brook by appointment – 
please book on 0433 948 258. 

Anyone  involved in rebuilding or 
community recovery work will be able to 
access internet and photocopying from the 
Hub. This is a limited service, but a few 
computers should be available for use. 

Plans for the future include having a social 
worker available to provide assistance on 
specified days. Your feedback as to what 
you need at the Hub would be very 
welcome - call (03) 9433 3721. 
 

Building advice – free and easily 
obtained 
VBRRA established a Rebuilding Advisory 
Service to provide a direct assistance to 
people who lost their homes in the fires. 

The Rebuilding Advisory Service offers 
practical advice and assistance with the 
building and planning process, referrals 
and facilitated meetings with key agencies 
(such as local council, the Building 
Commission), and access to information 
from a wide range of architects, designers, 
building surveyors, builders, suppliers, 
Building Contract Lawyers and service 
providers. 

The service is staffed by Project Managers 
with a wealth of experience in domestic 
construction, who can assist people to get 
the most out of the Shire Council, the 
Building Control Commission, the 
Insurance Council and Sustainability 
Victoria. 

Hank Leine is at the Hurstbridge Hub 
every Tuesday and is also available for on-
site visits by appointment. Call him today 
on 0400 666 660. 

 

Fox cull by Parks Vic 
Parks Vic are preparing to do a fox cull in 
Strathewen using only soft jaw trapping. If 
your property borders the National Park 
and you would like to be involved, contact 
the Ranger, Tony Fitzgerald on 5786 
3003 or 04427 666 778 or 
tfitzger@parks.vic.gov.au  
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Plant nursery at St Andrews 
 
The Community Association has obtained 
some funding to support local seed 
collection and nursery materials, but with 
nowhere to house a nursery it was thought 
best to support St Andrews to set the plant 
nursery up in their township. 

A few names have been put forward 
for the steering committee. Strathewen 
residents are encouraged to participate in 
this project. Please contact Sue Aldred 
with any names of interested persons by 21 
May, and an indication of best 
times/availability for meetings.  

We have some dates coming up for 
pricking out seedlings for fire-affected 
properties (part of the community nursery 
project) - first dates are Fri 28 and Sat 29 
May at Edendale - Julie and Kahn Franke 
will run a workshop on these sessions. 
Time to be confirmed. Please RSVP by 25 
May for catering purposes. Sue Aldred on 
9433 3201 or 0409 409 288 or Lori Arthur 
on 9344 3211. 

Another session(s) at Merriang 
Community Nursery in Whittlesea will be 
held in June, date to be confirmed. This 
time you can exercise all the skills you've 
learned! 

Footy nights 
Football is back on at the Community 
Centre on Friday nights from 7:30 pm 
onwards. Food (well - pies, pizza, hot 
dogs, spring rolls, etc) and drinks are 
provided. The pool table is set up for those 
not so interested in the football and there is 
plenty of time to catch up with someone 
for a chat. All are welcome – kids as well. 
Please note there is no footy on the last 
Friday of each month.    

Thursday dinner nights 

The Strathewen Community Centre has 
hosted our Thursday community dinners 
since 16th July last year.  These nights have 
become integral to our community’s 
cohesion and have provided a platform for 
other events and visitors such as Dr Rob 
Gordon, children’s art & craft activities, 
Christmas/Easter celebrations, performers, 
YMCA Youth Bus, baby animals etc. 

Thursday 3rd June will mark the transition 
from BBQ to Soup Nights.  

We need 4 people to provide a soup each 
week from 4 June, and a volunteer 
roster is now in the Community Centre.  

Every few weeks we will try something 
different, perhaps a curry, casserole or 
Italian night to add variety  These special 
nights will require 6 volunteer cooks.  

Roster sheets can be found on the white 
board at the Community Centre if you 
wish to add your name.  

A text message will be sent out a couple of 
days prior to remind those who are 
rostered on. 

Thank you to everyone who has cooked 
meat, brought salads and other delicious 
things to share on BBQ nights. 

Lions log splitter in Strathewen 
Alan Hayward from the Whittlesea Lions 
Club has delivered a hydraulic log splitter 
which will be in Strathewen until some 
time in July.  The splitter is a towable, 
very robust and powerful Super Axe with 
hydraulic log lifter. It operates at waist 
height and should be able to process a 
couple of tonnes per hour with a team of 
two.  Please contact Malcolm Hackett to 
book the unit on 0427 356 803. 
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Kids activities YMCA bus 
Thursday 13th of May also saw our first 
visit from the YMCA Youth Bus from 
4pm until 8:30pm.   Their next visit will be 
Thursday 27th May from 4pm and every 
fortnight from then on until the school 
holidays.  
 
Any children from 6 years up are welcome 
to drop in.  Supervised by YMCA staff, 
the bus is equipped with; sumo suits, 
Guitar Hero, a wii console, laptops with 
free internet access, multimedia 
equipment, sports games, board games, art 
& craft and much more. 

Documentary screening 
The documentary ‘Rising from the Ashes 
– a story of hope beyond Black Saturday’ 
will screen at the Diamond Creek Baptist 
Church, 309 Diamond Creek Rd, Plenty on 
Saturday 22 May at 7.00 pm and on 
Sunday 23 May at 8.30 pm. Entry $ 10, 
not suitable for children under 15. 

Regrowth on roadsides 

Members of the SCRA Committee have 
met with Nillumbik Shire staff to discuss 
their plans for culvert maintenance and 
management of roadside vegetation.  Work 
has been completed in St Andrews and 
vegetation assessments are currently taking 
place in Strathewen. It was agreed that 
Council staff would prepare a leaflet for all 
ratepayers which outlines how they will 
approach the works in Strathewen.  
Updates will then be posted in the 
Community Centre and distributed by 
email to keep residents informed.   

Work will be co-ordinated by Greg Shaw 
who is happy to speak with residents by 
phone or on site 0438 010 557.   

 

80 km Speed limit agreed 
We have been informed that Nillumbik 
Shire has made successful representations 
to Vic Roads on behalf of the Renewal 
Association and Victoria Police 
concerning a local speed limit of 80 kms. 

We have no details at this stage but have 
been told it could take up to twelve months 
for new limits to be implemented. 

 

Children's Playground 
 The Salvation Army have generously 
funded a children's playground for the 
Community Centre. The playground will 
include a multi-platform play structure 
with a slide and various climbing 
activities, a sandpit, and a double swing. 
The equipment will be located adjacent to 
the Community Centre and the play area 
will be fenced for added security. Plans are 
well under way and the construction of the 
playground is due to commence in the 
coming days. 

Wire Dump 

The pile of fencing wire on the hall site 
will be moved early in June.  If you have 
any more to deliver, do it soon. 

Recreation Reserve 
Nillumbik Shire has established a Reserve 
Reference Group which is made up of 
Nillumbik staff, neighbouring residents, 
tennis and cricket club, and Renewal 
Association representatives.   
Planning for the pavilion, tennis courts and 
amenities are complete and Australand 
intend to commence construction in the 
middle of June with a likely completion 
time in the middle of October.  Plans can 
be viewed in the Community Centre.   
 
  

 


